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TO THE i 


HONOURABLE. 
Sir FOHN TRENCHARD 


Their Majeſties Principal Ses 
cretary of State. And ons 
of the Lords of their Maje- 
ſties moſt Honourable Privy . 
Council. | 


Honour d Sir, 

am ſo far from being Apprehens 

[ ſive of the Cenſure of any _—_ 
ing Min, for Dedicating a Book . 

of this Nature to a Man of your Stati= - 
on, chat I'm farisfycd Tſhon'd haveits 
Jm'd your Meric m choofmg any &* 
A 3 ther 


The Fyiſtle Dedicatry: | 


cher Patron tor T hat,in which che Glo- 1 

of che ENGLISH NATION is in | | 
ome Degree defended: fur tho' I |} | 
confels ws States Man ( according to | 


our. Mgdcrn Notion) has little to do 
with the' enfuing Diſcourſes ; yer Fm 
very lureche TRUE ENGLISH MAN 
fa Name I know you far more value) 

* muſt extreauly intereſt you in them; 
for the Patrits Zeal ought to ex- 
tend to rhe Glory, as well as Happy- 
"ok of kis Country: {o that you muſt 
Jþ{eas'd to ſhelter with your Pro- 
edition, a Piece that aims at a Vindi- 
cation of our known RIGHT and 
HONOUR, which arc 1mpiouſly -in- 
yaded, and as weakly, 4s ignobly be- 
tray dto a Foreign People, by a. big- 
ted Veneration for a former Age. 

at. Poetry, Sir, will appear from the 

| following Eſſays, to be a Prize we 
pught no more to ſurrender to Foreign 
Nati- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Fa than. our Conrage or Liberty. 


Far Gregve and Rome, who haves gi 
veh us the nobleſt Examples of: the: 
Latter, have been the moſt famous. 
for the Former. And as we are:not 
interior to either of thole Commons 
Wealths, in- the Honor of Arms, 
or the Wiſdom of onr Laws, to I 
can never yield them the precedence 
in Poetry. 

Nar is this Glory I plcad for, a meer 


Noitionary Fantom , which affords no - 


Benefit to the Public, . as is evident 
trom its very Nature and» Deſign, as 
well as the Aucherity of the Wileſt 
Nations, who have Eſteem d POETS 


very neceſſary, as. well as very 'Hons © 


ourable Members of | the Commron« 
Wealth. This 4thens thought, when 


on the loſs of Expolts, in; a Sea Fight, -. 


ſhe decrecd that no Poct (hou'd for the 
future, cver venture. hunſelt '1a:: the 
| A 3 War, 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. | 


one Fatal Blow, a* 


| 
l 


War, leaſt by 
Treature ſhould be loſt, an Age cou'd 
not repair, tor POETS were not born 
ery Day. 
But this Veneration which Greece 
paid the Poets, is buile on the innate 
Excellence of their Art. Pleaſure 1s 
the Sovereign Aim of all Men, tis that 
which the Soul naturally and juſtly 
defires, and for which 'tis made, and 
what the greateſt Stozc perſues; for 
tis impollible for any Man to defire 
Pain. Now Pygetry do's not only 
make Pleaſure, its Medium bur its 
Aim, and fo employs the fureſt Means 
to obtain the nobleſt Exd. Majeſtic 
and delighttul Numbers , furprizing 
and noble Thoughts, and Charmiag 
Expreſſions, awake all the Faculcies 
on to receive the Mighty Leſ- 
ro i& 1mparts, which all terminate in 
malt Sold, and Rational Pleafure. 

For 
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The Fyifile Dodicarory, 

For either cſiabliſh fome Virtue 

by a great Example, or by the fame, 

#1h tome Vice, or redicule;, and 

alh ſome Folly, that may be wnjuris 

ous to our Hoppyneſs ; the Eſtabliſh» 

ment of which on the Balis of Virtae 

and Wiſdom, fixes us in the fweet 

Brjoyment of the Greateft and moſt la» 
ſting of Pleaſwres, 


As a farther Proof of hon be- _. 
bi Vire 


ing a Friend to, and 
te; and an Enemy to Vice, "tis obicr- 
vable, that all the Heroes and Men of 
Virtue of Antiquity lov'd and cncows 
rag'd Poetty, and that the worſt of 
Princes, and greateſt TYRANTS ab 
ways perſecuted, and hated the Poets, 
as their known and moſt dangerous E- 
nemics, for they wou'd {pare..nþ Vice 
ia the moſt powertul Oftcade cau 
tear'd not in the time of the greateſt 
Tyrant of the Ceſars, to cxtoll Cato 
A 4 the 
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— the moſt obſtinate Stickler for his 
_ Countrys Liberry againſt. che firſt of 
"em; and he chooſes rather to condemn 
Fromidente for the ſucceſs,the deſtroy- 
ers of the Liberry of Kome mer with; 
than not-praile Cato for dying with his 
falling "Country. Viftrix cauſa dijs 
placuit, (ed Vitia Catoni. The POETS 
indeed have been the bold Perſecutors 
of Vice in all/Ages, and have. ever re- 
warded Virtne with Immortality. They 
are beneficial ro Poſterity, by conveying 
ro it the moſt prevaihog Mortives 
Iuſtrious Examples, fo that he that 1s 
a generous Parron of the MUSES, 15 
a BenetaGtor to Ages to come, as well 
as to the Prelent. 


* Carmen amat quiſquis, Carmine Digna gerit. 


3-2 certain Truth ; Fer the very Mor 
. tives for performing Verruous Attions, 
hold for the care' of rhoſe that make 
them eternal, #2. the. good of Others, 
SY 4 the 


The Ppifile Dedioatory. 


the public Benefit, To which Sit] 


your whole Life and Endeavours has 
ving been zealouſly applyed, I cannot 
doubt but you will by your patronizing 
Poetry, compleat the noble end of your 
Honourable Ambition. Then may Po- 
ſterity fee in YOU, Sir, ſuch a pattern 
of Fortitude, Temperance, Wiſdom, Tu 
ftice, Bounty , and all other Virtues 
that make a Man truly Great, that co- 
pying You alone, wou'd make &mall 
Happy and Good. Im too unskiltul a 
Dawber to dareto venture on drawi 
{o noble an Image; as both your private 
and - public Life 'compole. _ 'Þ can ne» 
ver reach up to thatGenerous Confian- 
cy to your Friends iSthe midſt of your 
Sufferings, which has to my knowledge 
 rais'd fome to Wealth, it not Content. 
How can I ever hope t&- give the leaſt 
Idea of your preſent Charatter, when 
your Love for 'the Public Good tranf 
ports you frotn private Repoſe bo + 
" DING 8 tnet<, 
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The Epifile Dedieatory. 
Bufineſs, and the fatigues of Stete, that 
more,than thoſe only, whom youkrow, 
may (hare ww the Bleſtings of your Ad- 
miniſtration. , 

An ungenerous Selt-interelt, {cparate 
'from che Public Good, has been ob- 
ferv'd to prevail over moſt Stateſmen, 
which made the World pur {uch 2 vaſt 
diſtintion betrwixt the Statelura 7 and 
the Patriot, as to make cm irrocorchs 
leable ; but You, Sir,contradict {wo ge- 
neral an Obleryation.ſiace we all 2 ee, 
that in you the Patric: and Stateſman 
are eminently united, Jour Soul is too 
Lerge, too Noble,to be wretchedly con- 
fin'd to ſo narrow a Game, as the Chaſe 


of your own privite Happineſs, with- 


out regard to the public; or rather you 
are ſo True an Exgliſb-men, that you 
cannot be Happy, unleſs your. Country 
be ſo toa; and 'tis not your own. pri 
vate Stores, but the Public that gives 
you Content; for your Goodneſs is 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
exalted fo ncar to Perieion, that at 
cannot but be communicetzve ; we arc io 
ſenfible of this, that we 
with your Power to do Good, were as 
boundlels, as we know your Will, We 


might chen hope a long wiſh'd Union _ 


3 thalo Minds, whoſe Varmnce with 
each other has producd a common Mi- 
lery ; and till that be cftedted, we have 
ala(s! but little Hopes of any jett{'d 
Hoppineſs. Bur what is worſt, there is 
buc ſmall proſpedt of that, cill Men 
have leara'd your Virtwe, Sir, of ſaeris 
hcing all privace Deſigns and Int'refts 
to the public Good. 

But I have unawaresfaln into a Cons 
remplation of your Virtucs, which EF 


Idare not perſue; but as the Painter, 


who after he had given to che feveral 
Figures of his Picture, the various forms 
and expreſſions of Grict, drew a Veil 
bver the Father's Face, as unable ta 

xprefs his: So, Sir, onght I, haviog gi- 


Ven 
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The Epiſtle Dedgicatory. 


vena View ot ſome part of your Me- 
rits, to leave the reſt tothe Imagination 
of the Reader, better inform'd by your 
known Keputation. | have (aid enough 
to make all Men admire, and love you, 
that do not know you; andir mult be 
the Detc& of my Abilicies, it they ſtop 
on this fide the higheſt and moſt Aw- 


ful Venecation. However I have this $ 


Comfort, that I have rais d the fir ft Py- 
ramid ( tho' a very poorone | co your þ 
deſert, to which greater Artiſts will in' 

time build up more Glorious Monu- þ 
ments, when you ſhall declare your þ 
ſelt, the Patron of the Poetic Glory of þ 
England, as you have been of her In- 
freſt. And theleHopes makes me pre-þ 
ſume to Dedicate not only this ſmallÞ; 
Book to you, but alſo my felt, and allfre 


the Endeavours of, Sir, 


Your mot? Humble, 
And mot Obedient Servants 
CHARLES GILDON 


—G ee et eee. Dt 


THE 


PREFACE: 


Here #& no Man,lI think, doubts but 
that 1isVariety that compoſes the 
epal- of the Mind, as well as that of 
'he he Body, which bet made me bave a 
Ir fregard to that in the following Book; for 
bave intermixt things Hiſtorical, Mo- 
ral, Amorous and Gallant, with the 
,ongber Critical Diſcourſes. Some will 
ratifie the Fancy, others th: Judgment, 
- pr at leaſt I deſign d they ſhou'd. ht 
much for that part of the 

lh which ; is none of mine, becauſe >. 
Mreed no Defence ;, and I cannot urge 
uch for the other, if the Reaſons it 


ontains be inſufficient for its Tuſtifica- 
tron. 
| In 
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The. Preface. 


In the hurry of writing 1 forgot one H 
ood Defence of a Paſſage in the” 
Orkelto of Shakeſpear, wit Mr. Ry- P 
mes has loudly mw) 4 againht, ; C 
which a wery gond Friend ingebol _ 


me to inſert in the Preface ; "tis this, 


wake what hoa ! Brabantio, &e. 
old black Ram is cupping y our whito Eweojes.. 


« My.R ymer will have it, that 4r 
at-ihe Door wou'd better expreſs Jago's[pa 
«* Meaning, than all that noiſe ; but if el, 
« Ms, Rymer wox'd conſult the Reaſon 
* of the thing he'll find, that the noiſe ray 
* Roderigoand Jago made, contributedþthe 
” my much to their deſign of fore: bat 
« ing and alarmin Brabantlo , 
_ A to tranſport Moy from pt Ys 
«M1;on to 8 Violent Paſſion. 

T am ſorry, that a Man of Mr. Rymer (þ»i 
Learning ſbou'd be ſo bigotted to you An4 
ricuts, as to become an Enemy to th 

Hono 


The Preface. 
| Honor of bis own Country in that thing, 
| which is 4 the only we can 
| | ove excel all others in, vie. 

, Virtue and Wiſdom, a 


in, nag I am apt ta think they have both 

been outdone in Poetry by the Engliſh ; 
[and the the Inter once ſubqu'd this 
Tiſſand, yet were ſhe now in all ber 
Glory, with all the Encouragements = 
SIgave ber Poets, ſhe won'd confeſs 
flſelf conquer'd in Poetry. 
mw For notwithſtanding all thoſe Encone 
ſeragements Pocts met with there, and 
1. No want of 'em here in England, we 
have the Honor to bavs more and bet- 
er Pocts than ever Greece or Rome 
aw. So that Poetry lhe 8 Tree, Tranſ- 
lanted to a foreign Clime, grew not, 
vith all their Care and Cultivation, ſo 
kindly,as here without any. Poetry, being 
berefore our Native Kight, I hope the 


10 moderate 


by 
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ROME will never be out-Rival's - 


I 
= 


moderate Reader will excuſe the Heat 1 

ometimes run into in the Defence of it. 
[ hope too the Graver Gentlemen, the 

Precifhans, will not be ſcandalrs'd at my 


\ Zeal for the Promotion of Poetry, bgcau(e 


the Keaſon of it is, that 'tis obſervable 
from Hiftory, that the Decay and Neglect 
of that, always was a fatal Symptom of 
the Loſs of Antient, Virtue, Power and 
Glory. 


% 
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COLLECTION 


Miſcellaneous Eſlays 


and Letters. 


hs 


To JOHN DRTDENFRi>Q 


Nay the 1oth, 1654 


Hope, Sir, you'l not meaſure my Love and 
Value for you by the Viſits I make you, for 
ther you wou'd extreamly injure me 4 for 
I cannot be fo impudent with a Man I hare 
an awetul Eſteem for, as to intrude too ofren into 
his Company, for 'm fenfible 1 can in no mea- 
ſure attone for the Jols of chat time, ny Vifies 
wou'd rob from your better "Thoughts 4 and 1 
rather fatittte my Caf with the oxpre at my 


Zeal and Love in ablence, than, at the expernce 
of my Fricnd, gratitic my ownidelire of his tre- 
quent Company. But yer , bcontebs , thinlorg 

Þ detavir 


default of my Duty, can be excusd by nothing, 
but the unavoidable buſine(s about my Concerns 
inthe Country , which has divorcd me as long 
from, what I value next you, my Books, 
Miſtake me not, Sir, T mcan not my Scribling, 
which 4'm tar £nc trom valuiag , and anly 
y with , by the eompelling Obligatian 
hat taught che Parrot, ſwwm XAIPE. Nay, [ 
have fo lirtle of an Author, that 1 have not Arro- 
gaxce, and want all Sel/- Efrem, which ſome ev'n 
as dull as my felf abound with beyond bearings 
and which is, indeed, like a Wife, tho” an Ew, 
yet fuch a one that is neilary, For a D:fidence 
of one's {elt in Writing, as well as in Addrefles 
to the Fair and the Greet, is feldom any advan- 
tage to a Man, at leaſt in this Age, where the 
higheft Impudence patles tor a handfom Afſu- 
rance, and Noe and much Talk tor Wi, and Re 
- parte; It diſpirits a Man, and as he cant pleaſe 
himelf with what he Writes, fo he very hardly 
can” rile to the caſt of any that arc not dulter, 
But when I was torg'd to chis Carle of Scribling, 
I turnith'd my felt with as rauch of a Sroc, as | 
cou'd, to fortific my felt again/t publick Cenlare ; 
and 1n my own delence ſoon beliey'd Reputation 
but a #lwm, (inco the Wprit had their Admirers, 
as well as the Bic}, at lealt in our Age 5 nor cou'd 
. Tiperſwade my fſclt that the next wou'd be one 
zot beter in 16 Judgment. And to fay truth, 
there 45 nothing cou'd make me have any tolerg- 
ble Opinion of my felt, but the Love and Efeem 
I have tor you; whom (give me leaves nr 


LO 
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dict my felt, and ſhew luch ) I do pre- 
tend to value, as much as any can : and I 
defic my greateſt Lnemies © do me Juſtice, and 
contradict me by any word ar ri ev'n 
where I had 8 Moral Certaiaty, you cou'dnever 
hear ol it again. 

This, Sir, 1 urge, as a Praiſe of my ſelf; for 


next to being 6 a0) Page, fs to know how to . 
8) 


valuc one ; the ven [mmonialuy, the 
laccer ( when in a Man,of Quality ) gain'd it. 
But leſt che length of my Lever ſhou'd doy what 
1 apprehend from my Viſes I' 


Subſcribe ay. {df 
Tour Friend and bamble Servant 
Charkss Gildon? 


To his Tugenions Friend Mr. George 


Iſfaaclon, i defence of Perſonal Re- 


fleStrons. 


Landon, May the Sth. 106934 


U «ll mc you have wad Mr. ——'$ Book, 

and are cxireamly plead with the H#, and 

fine Sew/e of it ; but that you canuat allow of bis 
Perſonal Reflections. I with you had fuljoyn'd 
your Realou tur your Opinion, becauſe 1 know 
2 you 


(4) 


you guide your ſelf extreamly by Reaſon in all 
things, and alſo becauſe you know I'm very fond 


of a Reaſon to ft hen an Aﬀertion that is 


br againſt one 1 do eſteem, as I do Mr. ——- 
Bur. you have not fent your Reaſon againſt 
-= in this particular, Fill give you mine for 

Not ©o juſtitie him by the daily Example of 
on Authors, which wou'd be tedious, and to 


e, the 'very Reaſon of the thing its 
ſelf ( ing all the Refleftions Juſt and True) 
ſhou'd Vindicate his Prettice in that particular. 
For it Men muſt not be told their Faults, they'l 
never mend 'em ; and gever af Reflethon; will never 
do the Buſineſs, bacauls the Deviliſh good Opi- 
nion ev'ry Man has of himſelf, farniſhes him with 
an Evaſion from the laſh of general Characters, 
Ariftophaner kept many of the Athenians in awe, 
and within moderatc bounds by this means ; and 
fo regulated the City herter chan the Philoſo- 
phers, with their. empry Sophilms, or the Laws, 
with their blunted Edge. But after the Thirty 
1yrants had put down this Liberty with their 


. Chorus, the Proficable was loſt in Comedy, and 


Menander cou'd do nothing but Deſight. I know 
Horace lays, That this Liberty defervid a Curb , 
bur that was. hecauſe it deviated from Truth, and 
hke other of che beſt Inſticutions, was perverted 
by Paſſion or Inrreſt to ſerve a turn; Satire a- 
mong the Romans took this courſe where the Po- 
ers durſt : and Carulur, that was no Satiriſt, told 
Ceſar of his Vices, and that publickly in Verſe; 

. yet 
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yet C.</or:had that Temperance to Carek him» 
tho' he had commicted his Infamy to ' as a 
Lite, 4s he cou'd do his Noble Ats. Bur if « 
Fops, Fools, and Scriblers of our Age, are over- 
run with V ices more troublcſom to the Public, 
than Cſor's venereal Sallies, without his Mode- 
ration, and Modeſty, Muſt they unmark'd ? 
Muſt che Town be always peſte'd with their in- 
lufferable Impertinences, becauſe, tho* chey have 
been ridicul'd in, general Charatters a Thouſand 
times, will yet by no means believe themſelves 
touch'd { There is no Remedy for ele Pablia 
Grievances, but particular Reflettions , and tho”, 
as yau lay, No Manis free from Follies that may 
be expas'd, yet they will be much dimini{W'd in 
them chat have any fence; by this means, or at 
leaſt be made Icb viſible 3 and then "tis not much 
more to he Wile, than to play the fool with 
Secrefic, and one might as well ſhake hands with 
Vice for good and all, as (© be at the fatigue to 
Sin with diſcretion. 

You wonder, you fay, That A4rifophancr had 
not his Throat: cut tor the Perfonal Abujes' he 

ve his Countrymen: Buet muſt tell you, Thas 

ice and Folly chen, thu common enough, bad 
not that lewd 
now. A Fap or Knove, that was then expas'd, 
had all the Audience againlt him, and to redeen 


his reputation, alham, ot his Folly or. Viee re- 
torm'd, Men came then from a Play full of as 
many good Reſolutions, as a very Penitent Sin- 
ner trom a ſenſible Pulpit Harangue of Death 


B 3 and 


tye upon Mankind, as they: have . 


[ orld's extreamly al- 
ter'd lince Arittophenes his days. we car't endure 
to. beyhoughe guilcy of what we fondle and ca- 
refs; Nay, now to touch upon a Vice that's 
ue a Public Grievance , this Fop ; or that 


epO 

indicating his Error, thay of it ; and 
he had rather continue the Publick Feſt, with the 
additional Scandal of having commnred new 'Fol- 
lies im Defence of the Old, than come into the 
common rank of Mankind, and ceaſe to be fin- 
gular , and troubleforme. Men heretofore did 
with their Follics, and Vices, as forme of our 
Modern Sparks do wich their Miſtreſles, tondle 
them. till they come to be known, but chen turn 
- 'em off, to avoid the Scandal of a keeping Cully : 
But now Men are Wedded to 'em, rake 'em 
with Damnr'd for better for worſe, till Death doth them 
part ; and think themſelves , as much bound to 
hght a Man for expoſing them, as for attacquing 
r ne of cheir Houſe, tho? in} reality chey 
are no more oblig'd go do fo, that a Man is to 
V indicate che Hohbr of a Wife not only he 
himſelt, but the whole Town know to be a 
Cp 4 and have concribured to the making 
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Aſter all this, you ll ask me, perhaps, it I have 
not my ſhare of Follies and Vices, thac 1 am for 
talling fo foul upon thoſe of my Neighbours ? 
Why, "faith to deal ſincerely with you, | have 
abundantly more chan my ſhare, which makes 


me the feverer in my Obſervation of other Mens 
to keep my felt in Countenance, But this advan- 
tage I have made of it, I have leſſen'd the incre- 
diblenumber, my Mind was over-run with, and 
ſhall endeavour to perſue the courle till Pye 
brought 'emy within a more conicionable com- 
paſs, for 1 never hope to clear my fell entiely, 


[ am, Sir, 
Tour Friend and Sorvant 
Char. Gildon. 
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An Apology for Poetry, in an Eſſay dire- 
fed to Waltcr Moil Ejq; 


I an Age when c'ery ignorant Seribley fets up 
for a Manof Authority ; and as many as can 
but telt their Syllables on their Fingers, without 
Genius, without Learning, or any Excuſe tor 
Writing, arrogate the Glorious Name of Poets, 
and, by their Scandalous Pretenſions to it, bring 
the Pride of Conquerors, and the kwuyy of Phileſc 
pbers, into an unjuſt and ſhametul Negle; "I's 
the Duty of an humble and zealous | - 

B 4 | 
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(3) 
thoſe God-like Few , whom Art, Nature , and. 
Heavn have cvidently exaked to that Supream 
Dignity, to make an Apology for chem , who 
ought not to link under the Crimes of this con» 
remptible Race of wretched Poetafters who ought 
to be avoided by all that have the leatt Regard to 
their own Kepoſe, For this infamous Genera» 
tion, theſe Bullies of Parnaſſus, torlaking the hum- 
ble, and quiet Cal of their own Forcune, with a 
Sacnilegious Ambition, c© make a Noe in the 
World, endervour a Rape on the Sacred Nine : 
and having as little Modeſty as Poetry, continually 
boaſt the Favours and Enjoyment of Calpe at 
leaſt, tho" like Lyon they carefs nothing but a 
Cloud, the Harmonious Goddeſs vaniſhing trom 
their Prophane Embrace. Theſe are Sparks, who, 
by "perpetually repeating chem, talk chemlelves 
into fo good an Opinion ot their own Pertorman- 
ces, that they can never be brought to chink ill 
enough of themielves eo be diſcouragyd nom their 
Poenical Vanity, in which they are confirm'd by 
ele ignorantApplante of fome,and che Unaccoun- 
table Diverſian of others, who have a Vanity in 
pleating themſelves wich carcfling and indulging 
thar Folly; tho' this 1s fomething pardonable, 
lince the Admonition given by an old Poet to 
one of thele Gentlemen's Inclinations wou'd bs 
almoſt iruiclels , 


Quod mrbs Celius aguy momitus mulian; mon ndus 
FHUV44s ut Quarant ops," iangere Viet 
rs Palacwus QUEWN' Tu pl Apollog 

IJ 1licy 
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are not £0 be reclaimd, nay, the FAe of 


[bamyras wou'd wegnnatind HERR their 
ate wou'd not hinder cheir Writing, nor the lots 
of cheic Eyes their Repeating, tho' perhaps Blind- 
:s might be fome Advantage to their 
ance, by giving them a lity of avaidi 
hem ; for a Seeing Poetaſter has an Hawk's Eye 
one he intends to recite $00, he ſpies him. at a 


liltance, and ſwoops upon him before he can. 


aake his Eſcape, 

Theſe are the Banes of Society , and have 
wought an Odium on that admirable Scienge they 
rectend to, wich. ſame People 3 who, tho' they 

ve Wic, want Judgment to diſtinguiſh beewixe 
Pretence and Reality, Others, who ought tohave 
egard to che P.areftion of the Mu/ers and are 
enfible of the difference of Meric, and Impu» 
ence , are yet too fond of yore ungenerous 
Ieatures, to Sacrifice them to the Care of the 


acts, There are a Sort of Mea, chat love Plea-: 


re, but are Sordid in their Choice of it 3 beyond 
icaſure preferring thole of the Body to thole of 
he Mind. They value not what Expence they 
re at in keeping a Whore tor the ule of halt the 
[ own, yet are lordidly Penurious in their Grati- 
ications of a Poet ; a look, a ſigh, a fenfelels word 
1 the ficlt, can melt 'em fnco Protuſenebs, and Po- 
verty , when the Noblelt Thoughts, drefs&wa 
the moſt Charming Numbers and Language, ſhall 
not. move them © conlider the Nece ' the 
Author of them, - Nay, tho' they value icm- 
lelves as Men ot Senlc as well as Fortune, their 


_ 
. 
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(10) 
' and their Bode are more their Care, than 
the of Heav'n the Poers. 


Patrons ; the Poets were their Miſtrefles , 
never were they ſo happy, or waneon'd fo much 
in Pleaſure, as in their Inci with Virgil, Ho- 
rate, Gallw, &c. Their Com was their Re- 
gale, tho' Virgil ( it we meature the Excellence 
of it by our Teſts Facetiouineſs and Putfoonry) 
was none of the beſt. I'm extreamly pleasd with 
Auguſtus, and cou'd almoſt Sacrifice to his Mec- 
mory when Iyvead this charming Ex ion to 
Horate——— latum me tibi ſcito quod non mm pleriſes 
Ejuſmods ſcripts mecum potifjomum loquaris, An 
vereris ne apud Poſfterss tis infame fit, quod videaris 
familiaris nobis ofſe; You fee he was ambitious 
chat Poſtericy by often reading his Name in He- 
races Writings , ſhou'd know how he valu'd him. 
Had our Poets this Encouragement, they wou'd 
ſurpaſs the Romans and Greeks too, and Englond 
wou'd have her greater Horace and Virgil 5 tor as 
Martial lays, | 


Sint Maxccnates non deerunt Flacce Marones. 
And, 
Carmina provemuni aniumo dedutta Sereno, 


But where there maſt beA care of Subſiftence. 
Mind can never have that Serenenefs it ought 


he 
be  Notle and Sacred an Office. What there- 


fore 


Macena:, and Augn/tur, were the only Keeping | 


=—_ 
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might we not expe, ſhou'd a Richeligw or 
ena: ariſe, from fuch who under all cheſe dif- 
dvantages have performed fo well ? I hope this 
may remove ſome prejudices that may 
poſe that Happineſs, and provoke fome beteer 
Pen to do Poerry more Juſtice than my Time or 
Abiliry wou'd permit. 

If we regard the Antiquity of its Origine the No- 
bleneſs of its Subjet, or the Beauty of ics Aim, 


the Excellence of Arts and Sciences, in reference 
to each other) we ſhall eaſily firfl Pot moſt 
+ Yancient in its Riſe, moſt honorable in the Subjedts 
and Matters it adorng, and moſt tranſcendently 
excellent inits Uſefulneſs and Fnd. 

Firſt, To fay nothing of other Authors, Polydore, 
| Virgil proves from the Second Book of Exſw:w's 

* | Evangel. Prep. that it is of a very early Dare ; 
and from hence 'tis alſo evident, That ic flouriſh? 
among the moſt ancient of the Hebrews, who were 
by feveral Ages of greater Antiquity, than the 
Grecian Poets. For Moſes, their Leather. having 
P's the Red Sea, inſpir'd by a Divine Fury, 

g Praiſe and Thanks to his Omaipotent De- 
liverer in Hexameter Verſe, according to Toc- 
bas in the Second Book of his Antiquity of the 
Tews, Thus the Royal David too , compoyd 
Hymns to God, in various Numbers, as Zo 
inthe Seventh Book of the Antiquitizs of the Tews, 
inthele words confirms. David :berefere (fayshe) 
& be was deliver'd from War and Danger, in the 
ojment of full Tranquility, and Peace, compos d 

Songs 


or Defign (which three Things are the Teſt of 


«af F . 


- «© op, vw” 


; St. Ferome in his Preface to the Chronicles of Ex 
© ſebius agrees , where he writes in this manner 


(12) 
Songs and Hymms to God in wyarious and differe 
Numbers, a: Trimeters, Quinquancters ; with T 


Laftly, (lays he) What is mare ſonorous than th 
Book of Pſalms? Which like the Works of our Ho 
race, or the Greek Pindar , now rus: on lambick 
Feet, now ſounds with Alcaic's, now [wells wh the; 
Saphic Numbers, &Cc. 

But ro come to the Gentils, we fiad Poetry ic 
very Ancient that they know not its Riſe, but at 
eribute ic - lf God Apollo, and the Muſes; 
Apollo, in Owd, himfſclt aflures us. 


Tuppiter off genitor : per the quod eritq; fungz 


Eftq; patet, per me concordant Carmina ner vis 


Apollo reciev'd the Harp from Mercury, and thenfty 
was made P.efident of the Mules. By which at 
tributing the Original of Poetry to the Gods 
'tis evident that the Gentiles themielves look'd up 
on it as a Sacred ind venerable Thing, above: 
Mumane Invention. From this Spring ic deſcen 
ded, as it were by Succeſhon to Linws, (the Sor 
of Ap:/lo and-Urania.) I Orphevs, (che In 
Apolio ang] Calliope) and Thamyras; Theſe ewe 
Jait with” Hereules” were the Cholar to Lanw! 
We need not inliahice 4rion, Amphion,and Mu/eus 
who are Poets of a very ancient Date. Thei: 
uncommon Praiſes, are celebrated in fo extraor 
dinary a manner, that there can nothing be ad 
ded ro their Eternal Glory, their Eaco = 
in 


(13) 
TIndeed, tranſcending all Belief and Underſtand: 
"oSng : fo much did ſucceeding Ages think was due 
Ev$5 the firſt Fathers of P y 45 to make their 
netPerformances more, than al. 
_ The Divine Orpbens, the Wonder of Better Na- 


ſure, wich the Muſic,ot his Lyre and Song, drew 
Trees, Stones, and Beaſts to be his liffning Au- 
"Pi-nce, which is not ſo impollible, ſince Camps- 
ils proves that all things haye Senſe. But the 
harming of R Stones and T rees; the taming 
ild Beaſts, and the ſtopping the courſe of ra- 
id Torrents, were the leaſt of his Performances, 
lell loſt its Terror, and put on a more agree- 
ble Face , the tortur'd, Ghoſts forgot their paſt 
ifrings in the Heav'n of their Eaſe, and 
he very Furis, grew Mild and Calm ar the found 
his Melodiaus Verſe, and Lyre; all which is 
micably deſcrib'd by Ovid, in his Ade: amr 
ls Powers did Antiquity give to Orpheus, of 
he Sweetnels of whoſe Poetes *rwou'd be ſuper- 
: to produce the Teſtinjany of the moſt an- 
TF<nt Authors. Arion and Ampbion want not their 
iacles, of the Dolphin and the Walls of Thebes. 
Wf che latter, Horace, *Art. Poetic. 


NC 
Diltus & Amphion Thebane condior Areis 4 
nf Saxe movere [ono Tetudinic, & prece bland S$ 
42 Ducere quo wvellet. — — ; | 
Tho' there be nothing more vulgar, and com- | 


an, than theſe Fables of the Ancient Poers, and 
llicians 3 yer do they evidently demonſtrate, 
that 


_— —_— 
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that even from thoſe PrimiciveTimes,down to ou 
lron Ape, cheſeicxtraordinary Praifes and Ence 
miums were only beltow'd on this divine Pawerh 
of Poetry ; that Poets alone feem'd worthy by 
this moſt Sacred Art tohave the next place to rhe 
Gods themſelves. So that this Univerſal Applauſc 
(it there were no other Motive) ought to'recom 
mend it © our Admiration and Elteem. 

Buc *cis agreed by the uniyerſal, and un 7 
conſent ot almoſt all Nations, and Authors, tha 
Poetry not only contains all other Arcs and ScienJſp 
ces, but has this Prerogarive peculiar to it fel 
That no Rules, no Maſters with the beſt Inſtru{ 
ttions,can teach it 3 unleſs thoſe who apply them 
ſelves to this divine Science , are deſtun'd to 
Sacred Funttion,by Natwe,and a Genius, Whenc: 
aroſe that Maxim , allow'd of by all Meu c 
Senſe, Poets Naſctur non Fit, That @ Poet is Þ 
wat Made. And from hence it tollows in my Opt 
nion, That a Poet derives the honor of that Namgif 
trom his Natwe and Genus, not from his Ar 
This Cery Scholar has, That none but the Darling 
ot Heav'n and Nature. This may be acquird t 
a Studious Pedanr, That muſt be oem and gro\ 
up wich the auſpicious Babe , for Porta naſcits 
non fit. 

Pm much» miſtaken if Potidore Virgil, do no 
comment or this Axiom in his ficſt Book De Re: 
Inventor, Cap. 8, where he ſays, 'Ti: certain rba{ ; 
Poerry for many Reaſons excels the other Arts 
Sciences, either becanſe no other Art iz to be @cquir\ 
but by @ long Application ro it , or besanſe, as verabls 


p : 


(15) 
Joey dont, anvS Exvnihe- 


« cones of. arhors ; 
«ll the Arts Us Hemne Wi bas proved 
/ Ws 2 4: tang be by Divine Inſper at ion, KC. 
- | Coe in” his Orgddon for Arebias the Poet, has 
us the Praiſe of Poers & which Name bim- 
It had bean pxirgamly, A ). in 4 
ords, Aqui fi (lays he ) 4 ſummis b 
WT] dccepimns , clgr ar un rerum Pudia, 
rind & Pr eceptis,® Arte conſt arg; Poeram Natugd 
Jen od valere, &f mentis viribus excitari, & quaſi di- 
ſeliÞ-:no quodam ſpirits afſlari ; quare ſuo Fure 
ſtruf-nnius Santtos eppelias Fo. queſe 
em; joe ery, i Re PS open 


þ 

Cnc: You ſes, Sit that Cicero confeſſes that . divine 
"2 C ire in Poets which himſelf defic '4 in vain, and 
Fa | OILS by 

if, and- t.of the Gods, to our rece 
he that not this Sacred Fury was 
this, we may credit Ovid, who by his own 
perience lays, De Fafic, lib. 6. | 


Fatla Canam, ſed rum, qui me fonxiſſe quent 
Nullag, Mortal; numina 4/4 putent. 

Ef Dews mm Nobis, 4 apitante Cole CHrMus 11 lo, 

5 nol Inpets bis [acre ſemina menti; bavet. 


; 5641 And Socrates in Flato affirms t \ Poexical Fury 
5 4%Þ be divinely infpir'd. Plat» in his Second Book 
guar” the Commmwn- wealth, calls Paets the. Sazs of 
rabſe Gods, and in Lys terms them, the Parkiit 


; 
| 
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(£16) 
and Guides of Wifdom ; and*ellewhere he ca'} 
Homer the Father of all Wiſdom and Phile 
-in theſe Words :*"O OiiayS. pie Mtoxancs, 
DL OTPL, amdjloy hf xg) Tpwyxer, Home 
Lk the Guids and Mafter of the Tragical Beauth 
F. ffs iTIues. And Petronius Arbiter cells us, & 
0 6 © cots, or bring forch 
leery ins, pos it b-- im 

; dt, fa 


is reaſon he Toy hs 1 his AB ay, pb gy” 
oy LET divinely, that is, Poctically, « 


ndeavour' to Uraw the Origi 
ging, are not in my On 
g or when the Ancients end« 
3orgs to —__ fo © or Paſſions of Hy ?; 


liar Vari 
: FED the i Vo wean as ie were in =p e Police ar 


- 


wotd Linked wahs ag Fma Our 
T into an Art, Which, w 

: ber. cnn it was) To im Kd, th 
with ic the Praiſes of the Gods or Heroes, 
celebrated into certain Verſes or * Rhimes, Lo 
Birth'to Poetry, - which indeed ſeeins truly,& 
to be deriv'd from Sioging, ſince wich the 
ed ev'n now, a Pact is not faid, to by 


The antient Germans, a Warlike Peop © 
=. M other Hiſtory of che Atts of the Kir 
and Leaders, but certain Songs or Verkss, q ©! 
which they either extoll'd their Warlike Exp 
or rous'd the Minds of the Seldiers to fight, as 


(t5) 
ca'Þſind in . Solow, arifimated the at 
5, Muſes betore they began a Fight 3 
, 
2ut 


F 


thar che noble Heroe, Mart "y 
e 


| Hengary, us'd to be fo touch'd with 
+4 the antient Heroes, as he ſung *em to his Lute, 
; jd hat the force with which it affe&ted his Mind, 
wid) was aprons in his Body; imitating Achilles, who 
by: Praiſes of greas Commanders to 
wlp | 


Har 
| Kaditer Proof of the og wr of Poeſie, are 


fans and Otel 

2, 1 numens of Vitories, Pillars, and C iſs, all 
which afford cauſe to belicve Verle to have a ve- 
ry carly Original. With theſe the Writings of 
the greateſt and moſt antient Authors ſtrow cheir 
4 Works by their Auchoricies and Sentences, to ren- 
der them the more palatable and efficacious. Nay 
St. Pawd is ſaid to have convinc'd the Arhettians of 
| 52 Eg of tel Idolatry, by part only of a 
erle of the Poet Aratzs, and to have ugdthat 

Verſe of Mcnander to the Chriſtian Corinthians. 


Evil Diſcourſes corrags goed Manners. 


\ 
Thus much for the Divine, and oy an_ 
"J Origin ofPoe//e,and now we are come to theSubjet 

F of it, according to our former Diviſion, 
1. Tho® other A:ts and Sticnces atford abun- 
daht matter, and 4 large Ficld for our Thoughes 
Yand Confideration; yet none can ſtand in com- 
C petition 
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(38) 
peticion with Poeſfie 3 for what is there in all. the 
wond'rous Variety, and vaſt extent of Nature 
that falls 'not under the conſideration of a Poet? 
All the: Wonders, Mercies, and Favours, of the 
i God, can in nothing” be more pariully 
ibe the 


higheſt 
exprefs'd than in Verſe : can de 
Beauty of his Providence, the Bounty of his 
Gifts, che Sacredneſs of his Myſteries, wich ſuch 
Charms, ſuch Force, fuch Excellence, as the 
Poet in his Melodious Numbers, Majeltic Langer 
age, and Divine Thoughts. Hence it was that 
Royal Plalmiſt David, choſe to appeaſe the 
Anger of an offend<d 'God, with the ſoothing 
Sacrifice of this Penitential Verſes. To this we 
add the Hymns &f the antient Hebrews,of the old 


. Church, and of the Poetical and holy 1 rk 
ations 


of the New; who to make their Ejacu 

and Jubilees of Seraphic Love,reach late Poſtericy, 
put them intoVerſe,as the moſt agreeable, andKins 
dred Repoſitory of things fo Sacred. Hence alſo 
Cit with theſe Books we may mingle the 
Pcophane ) flow'd all thole Hymns, Oces, Secu- 
hr ÞPems, and Þ Pans toFove, Mercury, Apollo, 
and the reſt of the Imaginary Go.ls of Heathens. 
So Sacred has Poutry been eftcem'd in all Ages, 
lo Charming, and fo Comprehenſive, that they _al- 
ways judg'd what-ever was delign'd for the 
Praifes of Gods, Kings and Heroes, or for the 
common and univerſal Uſe, Profit and Pleafure 
of all Men, ought to be delivered in numbers, in 
Verſe , as deftin'd to all that was Sublime and 
Great. To this we owe the Genedglogy, _ 

nob 
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rioble Deeds of the Kings WE'P AER 1" in. 
Homer, the common Father of all Poets, ang. an, 
Vogil his Competicor- of Nets Mw thele, by 
wrote in noble Verie , h Wat 
freſh Nang wonderful pleaſure, & Exy time mg 
ruſe them. 

bw oceed. to, the ſeveral Toſtitutes. of 
Es the ſpurs i = and : 

} 


- —_ 


fron? 


Accidents _ 
pleaſant, all bro eo ob 
jets of {wv 


The firſt "Us termed Hocarmxdy , 0 
which they ſeem compendiaufly co have placd 
all chat was referr'd to the Praiſes of the Gods, 
the Rights of Religion, and the Vidories of the 
Heroes, and the Celebration 'of poble Ats. The 
ſecond iouesmnty, in which the Virtues of great 
and extraoidinary Men, were prais'd, as Ek- 
lum and Panegyr ics The third eopgorrFixty, the 
uſe uy which was ag refs the V ircucs chat rend- 

the purging: and probity of the Manners. 
The torch Oparntixdy d pro pertormed the Fu- 
neral Sorrows and Lamentations. The fitth chey 
call d iginuerinty, under which was contain'd 
all chat could be couducive to the Delight and 
Plealures of Mankind. 


> 


% 4 |. Poerry 


| (29) 
Poetry having been always generouſly imploy 4 
Sen call jon the Nobility and 
er. Tho* me 
Law, and 
of * 


Cauſes, or by 
that 


Arts, as well as cheir pto- 
e&, are deriv'd from Pgecry, and che beſt Au- 
ciars of all times have gramed the Poets the 


For trom {2h T 
Sciences, are all the of Learning ſprung, 
and have lifted up their Heads 3 nay, they have 
a tly drawh whatever they contain of 
or Artifice, from Po, pe valt 

and Mocher RK le of all Waters 
of Eloquence. To rhis we may add, what Strebo 
fays, viz. Poticem Antiqui wocant Primeriam 
quatdam Phil:ſopbiam, qua nes a puertt ad witam 
mſbituat, & cum Voluptate doceat, tujn/mod; Mores 
& afedm, & Ationes noftra: eſſe corveniat. YLuin 
noftri bymines Þ ce: am wel ſolum fapiemtem efſe | 
buerunt ; ob eamq; rem croitates Grecias pugros fri- 
mim mniun Poetics erudiunt : non wig, mere ob» 
lettations pratid, ſed ut prudentia modeftiaq; pra- 
ceptis © Coon EC. T6, Ancient wal, Pooke 4 
more excellent kind of Philoſophy which ſhouw'd from our 
Childhood mnſorm eur Lives, and teach ws with 
Picature, 
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Pleaſure, what owr Mannert, our” 


— 

Athions ought ro be. Nay , Wow 

pang wb nvo_the Nile * bus 
Poets ; and fe fo ths Reon, the hr 
nd Boys fr Pogy mor 

Ns aha ek but that 1 © trated 2% 


y, ed Prden, & wh 


depend on its more or lets aprnels « 
brain the End is deſfign'd for , this 
is jultly given to Poetry : The End of 
is co form in the Mi Idea's, and habits of 
rue, and they are fixt | there better by Padua 
than Pain, becauſe the Mind is neces averle 
to Pain, and Pteaſure. tif, 
and difhcule Merchod of thoſe who are SY 
lofophers, perplexes us roo mach wich Mets 
ſical Notions , Diltinttions , and a 
train of Arguments, which gives the Mind 
rigue to gain the Knowledge it aims at ; W = 
the Poetic Philoſopher propoſes a Lanes, mare 
uats, com ve 1 

was ok Es Mind is fo far des Low 
dle, and Underſtand, that it at firfi fight 

ivesit, is in Love with its Beaury, and gree- 
dily rakes the charming Impreflionsic gives, whilſt 
convey'd intoit by Melodious Numbers, berwitch- 
ing Expreſſion, Mighty Thoughts, and Iuſtrious 
Examples. That Great Poet and Critic Hor#te 
declares how fit he thinks Poetry for the loſtcy- 
ion of Youth in the Firſt Epilile of the Second 
Book, C 3 Os 
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% ogy foi balbumg; Poata. fguret ; 


js j428 munc ar monab ns AUT EN ; 
yy 0 
ritatis, py iayy 


£cepi is | or mas amicss 
gs #, correor & Ire, &c. 
other admirab Verſes atfllow theſe, yc 
= Ce 90 y well LACTINnee with, whic 
| ſeveral Ady & of Po 
| amy Vids (one of the beſt Ita 
& writ in Latin as Kapin aflurg 
Book of his Poetics is of che ſame 


+ we ; _ —”” __ = os 4s a wen 


mg 


a £@ 


quem igitur prima; funds pucr bauſeri; artes 


ul 
1s nan yy, fg acced; re [owes 


"Ft PL cbum Muſas a[ſueſcat Ameare. 
| aut to this what Herace lays ig hy & Arte Poctics 


Fat Lec 'S apientia quondam 
"pa privalis Ie ternere, Jacra Propbans, KC 


git the Ten | Mawicng Verſe which T have. nc 
room here tO gquete, Fraſmus, that wanted. r 
Wit,"&a Ils ic a Banquet compos'd of all chagſPcl, 
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ces, And Melantibon places the Excelle 
of oxtry for the penecration into Mens Minds 
ben tg. the Sacred Seriptures , eſpecially Tra 
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«ts being, as you ſez, the Darling Sons 0 
al s, born to gigat and ſublime things, a 


the 


(23) 
the Correftors and Guides of Common Lit 
7 Fhave not, without Reaſon, been eſteety'd by the 
greateſt Monarchs, and Potentates of the » 
and made Inftruftors and Tutors to and 
Princes; 1 {peak of true Poets, not of 
YOUT cle Mnſhromes of Parnaſſas , the Screet-repeating 
nos Poctaſters. Thus Linw was the Tutor-to Heraw 
PoJ les, the tamer of Monlters, and Tyrants : And 
Ita Alexander the Great , with veneration, reſpetted 
urcY Homer, as the Guide, and DireRor of his Liſe, 
nd reading his Works daily, in the heat and hurry 
of the Conqueſt of the World , and flept with 
them under his Pillow; Emnins inſtzutted that 
4, | great General Scipio Africanus in Poetry , which 
he madg'd fo advantageous to him, that he took 
'< | him with him in his moſt weighty Expeditions, 
; Þ and choſe to be Bury'd in the Gme Tomb wich 
Hel the Poet. Nothing has to me given a greater in- 
{tance of Cz/er's value for Poets, than the Wel- 
come he gave Catw/lus ro his Table, the ſame day 
- | be had fix'd fuch a Brand of Infamy upon him as 
remains in Catu/lus his Works to this day. dw 
g»f us, both the Patron, and Judge of the Mules, 
'F Careſs'd that Noble Pair of Poets, Horace and Vir- 
£6 his moſt intimate and boſom Friends, ho- 
them as his Maſters, and ſhower'd his Bene- 
J ficent Favours on them, who, without doubt in 
return, introdic'd him to the Sacred Panetralis 
of the Mu{er, the divine Rezrears of Apollo ; which 
made this Emperor keep the Birth-day of Virgil 
* OF cery Year, as if *twere the auſpicious Feaſt of his 
any own Succels. The Emperor Fulias- made the 
C 4 Greek 
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the forum of Trojan 
ut nothing, in my opinion, challenges the 

Eſteem of the World more tor this Art, than chat 

it Carteets thus the. Barbarity , and Sardi 

that fo generally rules Mankind , and deltroys , 

that Happine(s we fallly aina at by ather means, 


Emollit Meorer( as Ovid has it) nec ſongt efſe feros. 


A Man may be a Divine, and yet be Covetous, 
and itful, rwo Bancs of Picty, Religion, and 
Morality. ; but a Poet cannut be guilty cuber of fþc 
Ayarice or Deceic, I mean a True Poet, a Vagh 

a Hor ace, A Dryden, a Wells, And, 


mph, 5 pc.ry AY 
Nunguen tt [4 anim: entes. 
ds | ; thor, Act, Poet. 


> I 
Vity aVarys ( : 


Non tamere oft animes ; Verſma omat boc fiudet u- | 
Dyirimen;s, fu FY Jerourum, It 4 ridet ; 
Non þ gen 06/0, Puerove meog 11.45 vilam 
Px: y : Vruit firquus, & pane [eenudo 
 Hiictie 144M 46111 per & Mas, 4148 7h 
hs: here 


wh 


ie fame reſpet was ſhew'd his Houſe by the La» 
ans when they dcſtroy'sd Thebes, Il fay 
of the honour paid to the Memory of 
Scbeſtorns, in the Ottogonal Monument at the 
es of Cateye in Sicily; *I'wou'd be ſuperfluous 
"1 nt ns Fg A LON 
«ih, frcon, Archelaws for Euripides, the King of erpt 
| RE EE Rn 

or Callimachus ; ard what I bave faid betore of 
Lats may wthce. But 'tis no wonder that 
be Politer Nations ſhou'd have this Eſlleem for 
Divineſt of Arts, finc? the very Danes, look'd 
* Old as more Barbacous , have vet diſeo- 
a-long fuch a vencration tor Poces, and 


exalted a Poet to che Throne, as the molt 
thy to fucceed the Prince, he cou'd Prailg fo 
| as Saxo Grammaticns, aud Joan. Bocerns 


. . 
arc Without 


: Porfie, that on the Death of one of their Kings, 


LEY xls LEES” Sit es dic > 4 
=. ">. 


__dent, That if any Art merits Eſteem, either for 


26 
Without dSiube C., 2 "5s ſufficiently evi- 


the Antiquity of ics Origine, or the Nobility « 
ies Subje&t, Poetry muſt be granted the Preroga- 
tive of Precedence in Honor. Wherefore I ſhall 
fay no more for a Proof of theſe two points of its 
iginal and Subje&t, but now turn our Conſide- 
ration to the third Branch of my Diviſion, viz. 
The End and Profy, or advantage of Poerry. 

The P lay down two principal kinds 
IT GEES Bs indeed di ml but noc 

pohte; that 1s, Contemplative the Pra- 
Gil and chey give the preference tothe dg 
becauſe Contemplation 1s pleaſant for and in its 
ſelf, and therefore more Noble 3 but the Practical 
quatenus prattical is fo only in regard of ſome- 
thing clſe, and therefore lets Noble than Contem- 

- But *cis ſufficiencly evident, that the Stu- 
dy of Poctry is for the mott part Contemplatire : 
Since no Poet is capable of forming any Noble 
Poem,. with elaboratenefs and perfetion, unleſs 
he firſt diſpoſe his Speculations, and before conſi- 
der, and weigh the Materials, and the peculiar 
Artifice that muſt be usd in ſetting them off tc 
their beſt advantage, and in the true Lig 
Colours. And one thing is here to be 
Thar'a Poct through his whole performance, hoth 
whiPi he contrives,invents, and puts his Thought 
m Metre, is ſtil} at the fame timecontemplating 
fo that he's compos'd of Speculation and Ation 
whereas other Studies cither only contemplate, 


ohly precilgly put in Execution the deſtin'd A- 
i Cions, 


all which, mon be choſen for the common 
benefit of Mankind. that is moſt ly ſtly imitcable, 


and worthy in Virtue, that av » that is moſt 
abeminable and deteſted in Vice. 
Contemplation and Thinking is peculiarly the Po, 


| e's Buſineſs, on this Depends all che Beauties of 


Thought, and Expreſſtion, By uſing much- © 
Think they come to a juſineſs and truenefs of 
Thou bs , they run not away by halves, with 

imper Appearances that pleaſe the Ima- 
naticaz they are not taken with all that gli 

ers, but by much Thinking dive into the 'Na- 
ture of Things, and fix the Judgment to decide 
the Truth, or falſiry of what is Charming, and 
iful, and what ſeems ſo, at a ſudden view- 

pracced Juſtneſs, Proportion, and Harmo- 


ny, without all which a Poet loſes half his Glory, 
and. Reputation with good Judges. From hence 
ws evident, That the End of Poetry is Noble, 
lince it reaches the greateſt Pleaſure and the fu- 
reſt Profit, of our Minds, and of our Life. Since 
| tis directed to the Praile,of the Oarneme, hs 
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Celebration of Vireves, the Rewards and | 
of Noble: As, the Puniſhment and Infamy of F, 
Exit : Since to it we owe all the increaſes of our | 

Knowledge ; and finally, fincett-effetts all cheſs 
nobler Ends it aims at. 

But methinks, 'Sir, Thear you fay, What 
Forte urs Komof apt 5 Bye that 
__ a Natural Worch with it, and that 66 

rears frond rok that like an innate Principle 'tis confels'd 

? for there # none, however 
% ws of has attempred Poerry, 
moreor lefs þ whil'it other Arcts, and Sci- 
ences are not fo aniverſally care(sd. All pretend 
not to Philoſophy ; ety Law, Phyſic, 
or <lefire to be ehought Þ r oficienrs in thoſe Arts; 
but ev'ry one wou'd bethought a Poer, asif with- ; 
out being to, he cou'd not be-cthooght a Man, fol 
cflential ro Mankind does the univerſal and una- 
nimous Ambicion and Aim at it of eviry Mar 
make ic. I grant you, Sir, this is a fufhcicat Ar. 
open to any lenſible Man, that conſiders it. 
w few reflett on this, when they run down 
what they cou'd nat obtain on their Endeavour ; 
the greateſt Railer againit this divine Art, wou'd 
be proud to Father an exc:Nent Poem. 
mult be granted by them, That the i-& 
doſfophers, cm Orators,Ph ans,Divines 
Princes, Ki and Emperors of all Ages have diſ- 
cover'd this Defire we-mention, and have made it 
, Thatthey either were, or fain wou'd t 
oets, 
' To pak over the Hebrews wehave already ow 
Lon 
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zon'd among the Rewan | mperors, how few hat 
tave diſcover'd this Ambitian? J«lis: Ce/er, Ay- 
, Nero, Adrian,Gratian, us Honorius, &c- 
, of Fulius Ceſar. \ ” 


Feltria perpet wo niium danmata rigere 

Forte a tos baba 
ruflus often exercis'd this Faculey, particularly 
16%, -< «x "be pggventd might be burnt 3 


- 


Ergone ſupremis potuit 6x 4 wy 
Tam-dirum mandare Nefas ? Ergo bit in ignes 
Magnaq; dottilequi mirictur Mu, 4 Aaron + QC 


"Fevecs gives us this Verſe of Ners's compoting. with 
his goa Introdution, 1. De Natur. 

tef. Cap. 5+ d ago fit ? Colorens mon [ma- 
"' hl aloquin w ai Nero Calas diſer- 


Calla Cytheriace Splendent agitare Columbe: 
*Morg.of his we might barrow from Per/aus, if we 
iÞ. clic Incor prahuogdiniag Ie Nw 

Hordt hi Complement ſeat him in thels Verſes, 
Fgo nelo Florus Efſe ; 
Ambulare per Tabernat ' 


Laitere per popinas 
Culices pati rotundas. 


—;£a 


wer Nay, 
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Nay, he was fo very Boetical, that when he ws: 
a dying, he Verſity'd on his Soul, 


Anima vagula blanduls 
Heſpes comeſq; corgoris 

«4 nuAc ' in loca 
Pp , Tigida, nudula, 
Nec ut ſoles, dabs jocos ? 


Thoſe that are attributed to Gallienus, hav 
more of a Poet, which he repeated at the Wed 
ding of his Nephews, as Trehellins Pollo has it 
kolding thet®by the Hands 3 


Ie ait, 6 pueri, parity ſudate Mcdull s 
ws inter V0 1 nom miurmura viſtra columbe 


Brathis non beder £, non vincent Oſcula conche. 


And to fay truth, *cis pitty Gallienus ' ever ſpoil” 
an Emperor ſince he wou'd have made an cx 
cellent Poet ; for as Trebell:us confeſſeſt, fuit eninh 
Gallienus, quod negari non poteſt, oratione, Poemate 

atq; Ommibus artibus Clarw, For Gallienus wa: 
lays he, caxinent in Oratory; Potygy, and all orbe 


Arts. And indeed his horrid Remiſfions | 
ed from his being content with | 
tune wou'd let him have 3 he waited Ambition 


and was, as Horace deſcribes a Poct, Ai/itie pige 
& malus. Tulians Epigrams are to be found inf 
the Anthology ; and Axſonius informs us, that 
Theodefius was no mall pretender to Poetry inf 
theſe Verles. , 
Be : 


(31) | 
Edland: fandiq; porens Auguſtus, bonerem 


Bu moeret, us gemynet i : aus prilia Muſis 

, Temperat , & Geticum rw rd. Apollme Mariem. 
Arms mier Cimbr ojq; traces, fur toq; nocentes 
Saw'omatas, quantum ceſ]at de tempore bell; 
Indulget latus cant anter caftra Camaens, Oc. 


Ia ſhort, tho' the Spirit of Poetry decay'd a- 
nong the Romans, with their Empire, yet was 
here ſcarce one that did not make lome pretza- 
<5 to the Muſes. Nay; look among the Clergy 
pt former Ages, and you ſhall find Popes, Biſhops, 
rdinals, & ec. candidates for che Bays, as 
ll as Socrates, Plato, Denocr itus, Lycurgas, Solon, 
niftly the, Phulſephers and Lagsſaters ; 
;, Eong the undignified Divines, Mc/anchton Bets, 
*4 Eacomatrs, Artomedes, rc. the Civilians, Ulpian, 
a edeflinus, Alciates, Budews, Turnibus, and a 
reat many others, too numerous to be here in- 
xrted among the Phyſitians, Anſomias, Fracaſto» 
ww, Cordus, Lotichins Secundus, Sinctizr, Poſthius, 
Pambucxs, &c. Nay, e&v'n among the Critics, a 
"4'*Snorole Generation, the Scaliger's Father and Son, 
hc Dou/a's Father and Son, Cameranus, Mycillns, 
12P:igelins, fc. among the Hiſtorians, Buchenen, 
Nat gig Comes, Lil. Gyraldus, Racipins, Meaibonius, 
leuSixs, &c. Among the Rhetoricians, Pontanus, 

vel. Pulitianus, KC. 
hos much for Exotics ; but (Sir} ſhould 1 
Wretend to number the Poers, and Pretenders to 
"Woetry in our own Nation, as 'twou'd be fuper- 

"Wiucts, fo 'twou'd be endlels. Search all Ranks 
/ and 


hav 
Ved 
$ it 


oil” 
| CT 


or three Objettions, made by fon broke 
Sparks, that have out-liv'd that lietle Se 

more fprightly years 

ſome bui 


The firſt is,that*tis a very uſeleſs and unprofitat 
Study, no Eſtates co be got by ir, at leaft in <i 
Age: That it contributes mecrly to Pleaſure 
not t our knowledge. To the firſt I anſwer 
that *cis very true, that there is no hopes of riſi 
to be anA byPoetry ; but then I ; 
them,'tis nocior thoſe co apply themſelves 
place the Deſires of their Souls on Mony ; 
they'll never obtain that end by ix, ſo will 
never reach any Excellence in the Art, as bei 
not deltin'd by nacurero it; for to a Poet, 
ven gives a large and noble Soul, above the N 
row aim of Baggs and Hords of Freafure 3 and 
nv 
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hus far I ſhall granc it able Seudy, 
Le dy 4 bode en nl 


i Pelage credit, magno ſe f anore tollit 

| Pugnas, © Caſtra petit, pracingitur Auro, 
Vils Adulater pitto facet ebrizs Offiro, 

Et qui ſollicits! nuptag ad Premia : 

Sols Prumoſis borret Facundia = 

Atq; inoys langud dejerias mroocat Artes. 


No, there are the roaring Billows, The Cam 
the Court, and the City allotted by Fate for t 
'F that thirſt for Wealth ; the Muſes love Tranqui- 


—Þ lity, an Eafie and Contented State , and teach 


i} their Daclings, that 
Nec vixit male qui Natus mori enjq; fefellit. 


The Riches the Poet gains is Fame ; It terml- 
nates not with this life like q- and Eſtate , 
hor can his Spendthrift Son laviſh the mighty 
Store he has laid up, as the Miſer's Son does what 
his Father got from Fools or Knaves Nay, the 
ih Ulcfulnefs of this Study is oppoſite to getting 
ich few they are a—_g ot : It puniſhes Ava- 
Barbari 


wards Generoſity, foftens the Mind from 

to Compaſſion for the Miferies of others, 

cleanſes it from Deccic and Hypocriſie , clevates 
it from little baſe Deſigns , to Noble and 

«F Attions, and fo through all the Ends and Uſes of 

this Divine Art, 


D As 
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As to the Second that uv contributes meerly to our 
Pleaſure, nos Knowledge, that is evidently falle, 
both from what has been faid, and from a ow 
fideration that it yiclds not only a Neceſlary, 
Noble Knowledge, that is, of Men, of Manners, of 
Virtue, &c. Nor is there any Study or Art but 
has been attempted in Pueary, as a thott view will 
make evident. To pals over Devid and the He- 
brew Poets, whole Exgellencicsare loſt by the gene- 
ral Ignorance , not only of the Language they 
wrote in, but the Cuftom, &c. on which many of 
the Beauties Cepend. Orpbens, Homer, Pindar, Ho- 
race, &c. have celebrated the Preaifes of the Di- 
vine Power, tho* under the Names of their Supe 
poſititious Gods,and Goddefies, Among the Chii- 
ftians, we find Prudentius, Tuvencus, Arator, Vi- 
das, Manritius, Sonnazariu, Valteins, and an in- 
numerable Company of Sacred Writers. Aſtro- 
logy, Aftronomy, &c. has been treated of by 
Livias, Araizs , Palingenias , Manilln:, Bucha- Y,. 
naw, &c. Phylic's by , Macer, Lueretins, 
Empedodes , and others. Husbandry by Heſeod, 
Virgil, ce. Paſtoral Lite and Spore, Thererrrws, 
Virgil,Calpburnius, Dames, &c. Huming has been 
dilcours'd of by Gratin: Neme ; Natalie Co- 
wes, &c. "Tragedy (which a $15 a 
admirable leflons of Knowledge, and Improve- 
ment) we owe chiefly to Aly; Soho and 
Ewripides, Tho T think our Engliſh Tragedians, 
bave excell'd them, particularly Mr. Drydes, who 
in fome of his Plays, I fhall always think , has 
#oundantly out done Sopbocler, Then ad - 

ts 
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Als of Heroes, we have Homer, Virgil, Pindars 
Lacan, Statins, Cowly, Sir William D' Avenam kc. 
this is a fort of Poem which Herece thinks more 


, Flnſtruftive than Philoſophy, in his ſecond Epiltie 


of his firſt Book to Lolkus, 


Trojan bell: [criptorem maxime Lolli 

Dum tu dc s Roma,Prenefte relegi (quidnon, 
Quiquid fit Pulchrum, quid Turpe, qwd Utile, 
Venus ac melins Chryſippo & Crantore dicit, 


Nor are the Amorous Eſlays of Anacreon, $ 
allus, Catullas, Ovid, Horace , Tibulins , Proper- 
fins, With abundance of the Moderns , to be 
hought ill of by the Preciſians,as we ſhall by and 
by prove, but gramed Improvers of our Know- 
ledge in the Nature of the pailions, the fatigues 
and plealuresof Love, as well as the Dangers and 
Impertinences of Intrigue. Oppran wrote of Filkes, 
icander” of Antidotes againlt che biting of Vene- 
nous Beaſts, of Herbs, and Gardening. Adzcer 
d Palladius, of Plants. Mr. Cowly,of Medicine, 
ens, Sammonicas, and Marcelivs ; Ot Weights, 
Mecalures,Q, Rhemnas Femme Palemen ; which 
Book by ſome is attributed to Prrſcron, Fhocfhudes 
Pythagoras, wiit in Verſe of the Precepts © 
irtue , and Solon, and Tyrienr , of Politics or 
he Adminiſtration of the Common-Wealch; 
holſom, and Inltruttive Satyr, Horace, Jwoendl, 
Perſaus , Mr. Dryden, Mr. Wickerly in his Plam- 
waler, and other Poets have given w; nor are 
he little Epigrammatilts to be lorgot, having 
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their Uſe and Diverſion, the, I confeſs my fe 
no Admirer of that fort of Poetry , if it merit 


that Name. ' 

From hence tis Evident, That we may nc 
only learn all that can be advantageous to ou 
Knowledge, and by conſequence that the accu 
lation is falſe , that it ſerves only to Pleaſure 
but alſo that All things that are the Subjects of thi 
Soveraign of Sciences, 

There remains yet an ObjeRion, ſome Me 
make no {mall bufile #bout, viz. That "__ ; 
* too prophane in making uſe of fo many fal 
"© Gods, and Goddeſſes, Fonus, Satyri, and Nymph; 
* and the reſt of the ga Race of Fancy ; and 
* that they ſcatter the Seeds of Debauchery ir 
* the Minds of Youth, by their Amorous Verſe 
" their Luſtful Songs, &c. for which Reaſc 
© ev'n Plato Baniſh'd them from his Comme 
& Wealth, 

The fit part of this Objeftion, I'm confident 
youll think extreamly ridiculous, and that it mc 
rits not to he taken Notice of. Burt when you ſha 
remember that in the Third Century the Chri 
ſtians were fo Zcalous, as to forbid.che reading 
of all Heathen Authors ,*particularly Poets , of 
this A:count, ardTonſider, that we have [c 
ſti!l of the ſame Mind here in England, that wou'« 
not have the Name of Jupiter, Mars, and V 
(no, not in Propria þ ws Maribui) come into t 
Childrens Mouths,efpecially their Worſhips, their 
Lovers, &c. I hope you will allow that 'tis 
wholly unneceſlary to clear ev'n this om 
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us 
ays, Manners, and Expreflions ; and thoſe who 
tf fortld R , 


' Flius Common- Wealth, ”_ cou'd he write things 
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Tis true, theſe Fables cannot be condemn'd 
by any, but by thoſe who are incapable to dive 
into the admirable uſe of 'em. They muſt con- 
ſider, that ev'ry Art, as well as cvry Language, 
has its peculiar Beauties and Proprieties of Elo- 
cution, to take which away ( eſpecially it, as 


JJ Poers particularly do, we reprefent Antiquity) is 


to render ic almoſt infipid, and without its moſt 
taking qualicy Picalure, that belt conveys Inſtri:- 
ion. Rob Poetry ot this Beauty of the Fables 
and the Gods (I mean the ancient Poems, fo tull 


J of admirable Ini{truttion by theic means given us 


with Plicalure, and Delight) and you deſtroy the 


J Excellence of the beſt of Poets, rendring their Po- 


ems Imperfe&t, and Lame z and it any Chriſtian 
Poets makes uſe of theſe Gods, there is no fear 
certainly of their paying them any Veneration, 
when they only employ them as the Vehicles of 
their Deſigns. But enough on this Point. 
The other of the Looſeneſs of Amorous Verſes ; 
tis a part of the Knowledge of the World, to have 
Lo view of all the Effetts of Love, all its 


the Reading of theſe, take away an admi- 
rable Guide to thoſe that muſt Live where not to 
be in Love, or have to do with thoſe that are fo, 


'Fis impoſlible, and Scandalous ev'nin the Pretence. 


There are other advantages of the lewdeſt Eilays 


IE of this Nature, which « Man of Senſe will make 
"Jo! them , and none , indeed, ſhou'd read thoſe 


but ſuch, And that Plato banilh'd Poets out of 


3 of 


"Se 


(35) 
a more lewd Strain than the Worſt of 'em, 
thele Verſes on the Kifling of Agathe done 
his Greek by Decass Laberiss, | 


Dam Semibulco ſavio 
Meum Furlinm Savior 
Dulcemq, florem Spiritds 
Duco ex aperto Tramite : 
Anima tune agre & Sautia 
Cueurrit ad Labia mibi, 
Rictumg, 1 07 ff Per vinne 

Et labra jor Moll 
Rimaita limes tranſitss 

Ut tranſilnra nititur. 

Tum fi, mor& quid pluſcula 
Faiſſet in Coitu Oſculs 
Amoris ig percits 
Tranſilſet, & me linqueret. 
Ft mira prorſum res foret, 
Ut ad me firrem Mortuus 
Ad pucrum ut mus Vroerem. 


Petronins himſelf has fearce gone beyond this 
with his Gyton, &c. And his 


Bualis nox =: ills di dexg, 

Bram Mollii tron} bafimus calentes 
Et trans udimus binc, & hinc labellss 
Errantes animes, Valete cure 


Mortalis ego fic perive cy1i, 


Plats 


em, 
lone 


this 


2 
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Plato's Republic was but a KEatopis at belt, and 
ind at new ways of forming the Minds of Men 
by Laws, not fo agrecable —_ Mans Na- 
ture, as more Politic Legiilators have gompos'd 
who receiv'd this Noble 'Art , and honor i 
Profeſlors with Public Veneration 3 being fen- 
ſible chat it was the ſurelt, and beſt Inttrudkrix 
of Mankind , but that it gave Immortality t 
thoſe that favour d it with their Protection, and 
Generolity. 


3 


0 ſacer, ff maguut vatum labor, onmia Fato, 
Eripur, & p donas mort alibus Vu, 


Whoever wou'd raiſe his Mind above the Vulgar 
talt, and form in his Breaſt noble Deſigns, muſt 
apply himfelt to a reading of the Poets ; as Petro» 
wws Arbiter has it. 


Avtis ſever fiquis amat offel ns 
Mentemq; Magnii appiicat ——— 
——— j;M 1100s Verſibus anos 


Maniumy, hier {ks p: ge fonteomn, 


As there is a Natural Excellence in being a Poet, 
fo is there in Eſteeming ons and nothing , ſhews 
the Degeneracy of an Age more, in Honor, as 
well as ſenſe, that a Contempt of this Divine 
Science , and the true Maſters ot it. So chat I 
muſt inter that this Preſent Age is at a very low 
Ebb of Both ; that, tho' ble(s'd with as great Pp- 
£ts as ever Greece or Rome produc'd has to v 
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is makes me a- 

poliſh'd and haſty a piece as 
this at your Feet, who are not only an excellent 
Judge of the moſt difficult Things , and ev'n in 
che firft Bloom of your Youth , have Maſter'd the 
whale Circle of the Sciences,but alſo have a pecu- 
liar Eſteem for this I oy for, ' and by your ad- 
mirable Choice of thoſe you converſe with, ſhew 
you can let none of your Hours be loſtycicher with 
erifling Books in your Study ,or Impertinent Cox- 
combs in your verſation : 1 ſhou'd not have 
the Vanity to fay this, were I fo happy as to be 
often blels'd with your Company, I catch it but 
now and then unwilling to make you do Pen- 
nance for my Satisfation ; and this Conſideration 
will oblige me to put «n end to this Eflay, onl 
deſiring your teave publickly to declare my fe 
what] am ; That is, 
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S I R, 
Jour real Friend and bumble Servant, 


-ECondemn'd this his Choice. Tw, who have 
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sf To Mr. T.S. in Vindication of Mr, Mil- 
ton's Paradiſe loſt. 


SIR 
you will pardon me, I am confident, tho' 


in Oppoſition to yourT , I poſiti 

ly declare my felt extreamly ld wich 
; rt of Mr, Mi/row's molt excellent Poem, to 

which you diſcover the leaſt Inclination: Thoſe 
Antient, and conſequently leſs Intelligible Words, 
Phraſes, and Similies, by which he frequently, 
-Yand purpoſedly affets to expreſs his 

in my Opinion do well fuir with the Your 
Antiquity, and Sublime Grandeur of his Subje, 
And how much foever forve Unibinking have 


Maturely weigh'd, how much deeper an Impref- 
fion leſs uid, (fo they be what you will grant 
his always are) _— words, make of a Ree- 
deri fancy, than fuch as are more common ; ( you [ 
lay) muſt pay a vaſt deference to Mr. AMviton's 
great Fudiciouſne/s in this particular, no lefs than 
to his extire _— of every part of that Charm- 
ing Poem, in which upon every Occaſion he dif- 
covers himelt a. perfect, | rr Maſter of 

& Here are you forcd to give a pro» 
Goes coton to the Univerſe! Creater, 


7 off peaking like bat Almighty, who by the mad + 


(42) + 
his Mouth made all things, and yet fo Grad 
are All his Expreſſions, as if he valued himſelf 
more on his Good Hl to Man, than on his Prere- 
gtive over him : There, fhall you read Man, ad- 
drefſling himſcit Submuſſpoucly hke a Creature, who 
owes his Being to a better, wiler, and tigher 
power, and yet not fo Abjettly, but you will ea» 
ſily perceive him to be Lord of the whole Creatl- 
Of, El[ewbere, You 011) Ke an Ang « © covering 
himkelf, not a Liule Max's Superior by Creation, 
in Place and Power faore, but 1 Knowledge molt 
of all, In eartber place, bitzold Womes, appear- 
_ mag lauforionr to both: thele, and yet more 4Amiitt 
ow than exher, but then /ofter, much in her 
Make and Manners, than her rowg ber Spouſe, whom 
down rig bt Meer y ai! unaffe: od plannels, lcea 
moltly eo Delight. Nor car | now torget with what 
vatt complacency we have olt together read the 
molt Natural, Lively, yet (as their Sexes) ditfes 
rent Dekcriptions our firlt Parews, leparately 
make of their own Apprehenhons of themlelves, 
at their ſoft finding themizlves Liwing Creatures. 
Nay, the ver alles Angels re much Honourd 
above the belt of their delerts, by the Amatuag 
Relation, we there mect wh at their Ambition, 
Makce, invaeracy, and Cunning ; and never was 
Scene, fo livelily thown, as that of his Pandamo- 
mum \n the tirlit Book, Once more, and youare 
no le's altonihe at his D:ſcription, than he makes 
the Angels, to be ac the Report of their Adverla- 
ries 'Lhund'cing Firc-works. And yet; it his 
Matter icquyics a Arcana Sole, how much Rene 
\ 
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he ſpeaks Loftily at one time, at another does, 
even to a Miracle, ſuit his * peech» to his * wbyett. 
This (1 well know) has been cenfurdin 
him for Servile crecping 3 but if "tis well 


conſider's, Upon what proper Occaſion he thus bum 
ble: his Style, will be Accounted, (as really it is) 
his Great Commendatzon ; But in praiſe of Mr. Adil. 
tm's admirable Dexterity in this his Matchleſs 
Performance, ſince All 1 can lay mult come exceed- 
ing ſhore of his d=e Merit, that bring not my 
{cl under the Correction of that known faying, 
Praftat de Cartbagine tacere quam pauce dicere, | 
ſhall venture wo add no more but this ; tho? the 
Campolſing ſuch a complcat Pom on fuch, a no leſs 
Obſcure, than weighty Subjett, was a Taik to be 
pertorm'd by Mr. Milten only, yer 'tis not ont of 
doubt, whether b:m/clf had ever been able fo ra 
Sing of Unrevealed Heavenly Myſferics, had he not 
been alcogether depriv'd of his Owrwerd Sugiy, 
and thereby made capable of fuch conmurd Sire 


vers, beward Speculatum:; as be who has the uls | 


of his Bedidy Eyes, cannot pollbly become poflefſt 


with. The however mult be Granted, as indubie + 


tably true 3 The bounty ul Powers above, did more 
than make him amends tor their taking aw 

his Sight, by fo [luawining his Mind, as to cnabla 
him 1H compleatly to ting of AMatohbicſs Beings, 
Matehleſs Things, betare wnknown to, and evenun» 
tbought ot by the whole Race of Meng thus re+ 
warding him tor a Temporary Loſs, with an Erer+ 
val Fame, of which Exvy it (clt ſhall not beable 


eve 


+ 
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ever 9 deprive this bef Pom: for its nn! 
Tudiciow Author. if : | 


I» this Faith 1 Subſcribe my ſalf, 
SIR, 


Nws, Kc 


_— — ———— ——————_—— Y _— — 


To ). H. Eſq, In Anſwer to the Queſti 
on, Who was the Greateſt Engli 
Man. 


S I R, 
Am extreamly ſenſible under how many dif. 
advantages I undertake the Reſolution «< 
your demand, who was the greateft Engliſhman ? 
And but that I hare this SatisfaQion left me, chat 
where the Meanneſs of my he is Inconſi- 
ſtent with the Eminency of his and my 
WM management of the whole, looks like a lefſen- 
ing the Grandeur of his Aﬀtions, you will diſco- 
yer at once Goodnetls enough to pardon me, and 
to entertain an agreeable Opinion of my Heroe ; 
(bur for this 1 ſay) I had not dar'd thus to ex- 
pole my own Weakneſs, and his Worthineſs. 


S$1R, 


Rgrp_a_O___———_—_—_————__————_—_— rr. 
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SIR, 


I have pitch'd upon Thomar Cromwel, Earl of 
Eſex, Viceregent of England, for this Mew 
of Ten Thowſand: A Man, who by his Meric a- 
lone rais'd himſelf from the meaneft Condition, 
to the higheſt Honour : A Man in nothing un- 
happy, ſo much as to have livd in the 
Reign of the VII. of whom it was 
truly ſaid, © be never ſpar d Woman "im bs 
Luft, or bis beſt F avonrive in the Wrath. In whoſe 
chiefeſt Eſteem our Cromwwel did yet a long time 
remain: Admird by his Friends, dreaded by 


«ff his Enemies, careſt by all; and in one Word, 


invelted with a more Extenſive Power, than 
$Subjet of land was ever before, or ſince 
pollek'd of He was born at Putney, in Surreys 
where his Father liv'd, an honeſt B/ach/marb. ln 
all the little Paſſages of his Youth, he diſcover'd 
an Alive Tow'ring Diſpoſition, fond of Traveb 
ling, and covetous of Employments, much great» 
er than his Deſcent, or Education could pretend 
toz tho' Nature, the better to qualifie him for 
the Grandewr, to which tie was delign'd, had en- 
_—_ him with an apprehenſive Wi, a —_ 
ing Judgment, a prodigious Memory, a Flori 
Elocution, and a reſolute Soul, not to be diſcoms 
poſed by the greateſt Dangers. 

By what helps he croit the Seas, I know nots 
but there I find him in the Year 1510, pertectin 
man uages. and alter a while allociating 
himſelf to lome Perſons, deputed by the Town 
of Boſtow, to procure them ewo Pardons, R.. 

vw 
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which they had been long Sollicicing in vain at 
Rome. Cromwell obflerving that the ys Causl 
by the Pope's Minifters, proceeded only from their 
Griping Diſpeſition, relolv'd by a Witty Stratagem * 
to effe&t that, which by Reafon and Importuni- 
oa could not: having one day prepard fome 
icious Jellies after che Eng/h manner, as the 
Pope was returning trom Huntmg, he approadh'd 
him wich theſe, and a Song, wherewich the OF 
hather Fulins bing extreamty delighted 3 upon IF"! 
Enquiry alter cheirBuſinefs and Country, he im- 
mediately ſtamp'd their Pardons, and order'd wm 
a Diſpatch, having firſt learne the Manners of 
preparing a Diſh fo agreeable to his Helineſf's Pa- F 
late. And this liccle Contrivance is che more 
remarkable ; for.that the Court of Rome, which Þ* 
5 beyond al others in [nctr;guimg, were hereby if 
airly Ourwitied: He ferred atterwards in the Þy \ 
Duke of Brurben's Army at the Siege of Kowe, 
and was in the Frexh Camp at the Defear of 
Gatifl on , as yet he had no true Senſe of Religi-F 
on, tho” after his Journey to Rome, in which he 
gor the Now Teſtament by Heart, he began to be 
be'ter acquainted with the Principles of Ch-1ftia- 
wey, Upon his Return into Eng/and, finding Car- 
dinal Wolſey the onlyMan inFavour,heenter'd into 
his Service, and advanced himfelf therein conſfide:- 
ably, by a:quitting himſelf faithfully of all chings, 
wherewich he was intrafted ; here he diſcover'd * 
luch forwardneb in the ſuppreſſing of ſeveral Ms 
nafteries, given by the King to the Cardizal his 
Malter tor beilding Gifs Colledge, Oxon 3 Ns 
enat 


of #1 Will from 


he Rolts, and my 
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tt he INT Wd GN ance 
$ hows, - as that after the 
dnal; Fall, how 10 the Ring, as 
he wort of Men ; and he King, the more caſi- 
credited, reports againit him, becauſe with 
wch Zeal, and as much Ingenuity he pleaded 
he Cardinals Cauſe in the Houſe of C 


of which be was then a Member) and this his Fi- 


, to his Maſter, is the more wor- 
raiſe, for that 't rare indeed to ſte any ons 
and by a Falling Favourite, 
When Cromwell felt che Diſſolution of Wolſey3 
amily, he endeavour'd ro get into the King's 
ervice ; whith Sir ac oy 1 Hales, Maſter of 
. Ruſſell happily bronghe 
put, tho' the King (as has been faid) was pre- 


off exceedingly to his diſadvantage : My Lord 


with a Goodneſs inſeparable from his Family } 
arneftly folliciced his Promotion, not only out 
Gratkmde (Cromwell having fav'd his Lite ar 
lnma) but alfo becauſe he found him moſt for- 

rd to promece a Reformation in Religion, to 

ich his Lordſhip Rood well affefted ; and it was 
ne Great Argurrent, made uſe of to niove the 
mg) to favour him, that he” was the molt ft of 
| others to traverſe rhe Tmrigues of the Pepifb 
Jergy. The Kay, aftechavingadmitted him to 
s Preſence, asFd him formc Queftions, and 
rard his Complaints againſt the moſt Eminence 
ickters for the Popes Yupremacys; and 45 2a 


nark of hits ſpecial Favour, he gave him» the 


King from His Finger, and ferit him to the Con- 
vation, 
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wecation, which he having the King's Signet bold 

entred, and ſeating himſelf among the Bs 
Y their great Amazement and Contuſion, Jo 
them with ſuch Crimes as had brought them in 
ſuch a Premugire, as that tends oroks ye 
have forfeited all your Goods, Chattels C 
and whatever other Benefits you are fleſs'd ol 
By this means he enrich'd the King's er wit 
118840 {. which theClergy had rais'd by Subſid 
that by A&t of Parkament they might be c 
ted from the Premunire, into whichCy 
monſtrated they had run themſelves. 

By fuch ways he Ingratiated himſelf yery muc 
with the King, who now conferr'd the Honour 
Knightbood upon him, made him Maſter of : 
King's Fewel Houſe, and foon after admitted hi 
into the Privy Councel; 1524 he was made A 
of the Rolle, and in the year 1527 he was inſtall 

g&t of the moſt Noble Order of the G 
afterwards Created Earl of Eſſex, and 
Great Chamberlain of oy 1b and as the higt 
elt Mark of tne Kings Afﬀettion and Eſteem ft 
him, he was conſticuted Vicegeront in the K; 
Abſence. Thus being rais'd to the very Pinacle « 
Honour, like a Politic and Faithful State:man, | 

was continually ſtudying che icy of che 
vernment, and the moſt proper met for te 
tting Peace and Tranquility throughout the whe 
Kingdom 3 and in order hereunto, he reſolve 
upon paanng he Vicesof the encourag 
ing Vertue, eſtabliſhing Good Orders, and 


forming Corruptions; Agd for that was manifclt}” 
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(49) 
there would not be wanting great Endeavours to 
ſubvert the Government : while Mono ftir ies and 
fuch like Religious Houſes (thoſe Sources of vi- 
cious plotting Wretches, whale Intereſt it was to 
adhere to the Pope) were mot deltroy'd, he in- 


duc'd the King to fupprets fiift Chauntres, then 


A the ſme] Monafberics, and afterwards the Abdys, 


tl all che Religious Fraternities of that fort in 
Eng land were diflolv'd. And that he might be 
lure of Succeks in his Reſolution of fetrling the 
Refarmed Religion, (of which he was a zealous 
Aitſerter, ſecuring the Profeflors thereof from the 
Popiſh Biſheps Fury and Rage) he pertwades the 

toally himfelf to fome Frotefont Prince 

accordingly a Match was made with the La- 
dy Ann, Siſter tothe Prince of Chwe, by whoſe 
Protection the Proteſtants were very much Em- 
boldn'd 10 a more public P. ote{hon of their Reli- 
gion, Thus did he fortunately carry on the Re- 
ormation, to the wr growth, whereof he gave 
an extraordinary aftitance, by obsaining trom 


\# Yihe King a Grant for publiſhing the Bible in 


the Exg/b Tongue, whereby many were help'd 
> diicern the Fallacies and Herelics of the Rowrfh 
aith, who before had taken up with what Traith 
Priefts had put upon 'em. Who now arc imp ore 


_Feunare for a Convocation, which the Kg lummond 


o adjuſt Matters of Religion 5 in this Allembly 
omwyell takes place of all che Clergy, by the Tt- 
> of Vicer General, and difputes Itrenuoully for 

Proteffam Faith. But his Zeal on 'this Ac- 
at procur'd hun not a wy conſiderable © neo 


mies, 


(50) 
nies, of whom Biſhop Gardimer ' ( the moſt fub 
tle and irweterate of all others) was {till labou 
ing to bring about his rain, which at length, wick 
a great deal of Joy he chaught he faw a fic ci 


for the accompliſhment of, and herein, indeed 
wasnot miſtaken. "The King, by an inconfiancy 
natural to him,was grown weary ot his Queen and 
his Lave was now plac'd upon the Lady Katt 
rine Heword ; this Gardiner oblerving, t ' 
Liberty totell theK:ng that 'twas ablolutely nece 
lary tor che Quiet of the Kingdom, and 
of the Soucceflion, to have an Engliſh Queen ;; 
at fame time, with abundance of Cuaning, 
intrigatcs the King againti Cromwell, as the ic 
Cauſe of his unhappy Marriage with Q, Ans ; 
this fo wrought upon his Majeſty, (who was ever 
violcat in his Love and Hatred) that amagini 
Cromavell was the only' Obſtacle to the Repudzati 
'ew of his Wite, and his Mach with. Katber 
he to hearkn'd ta the Acculations of his Enemrer 
as to give Conſent that he ſhould be Arreſted 
And accordingly by the Duke of Neorfoik he w 
Arrcited inthe Council] Chamber, and commirte 
to the Tower, where he lay not long before 
was attainted of High Trea!on. Some of the 4 
vicles againitt bim were, ** That he had diſperic 
9 Erroncous Books contrary to the Faith « 
| Sacrament 5 that he had Licens'd mat 
—_— luſpetted of Herefie ; that he faid | 
Would not turn to the Pope's Obedicpce, tho' 
King turn'd ; but if che King did turn, he we 
fight i: perſon againdi him; and drawing out & 


Dagget 
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Dagger, wiſh'd that might pierce him to. che 
Heart if he ſhoo'd not do it; that hearing fome 
Lords were plotting againit him, hethrearen'd 
he'd raiſe great Stirs in England. Tho” accus'd 
both of High Treaſon and Hereſie, his Enemies 
durſt not bring him to a Tryalz but againft all 
Law and Fufice he was condemn'd, while con- 
fin'd ta the Tewer ; during his Imprifanmene he 
requeſted one of the Commiſſioners, ſent to treat 
with him ,to carry from him a Letcer to the King 3 
which he refuſing with paſſion, and ſaying he'd 


J carry no Letter from a Traytor: Cromwell ask'd him 


only to deliver a Mefſage from him, and ppon his 
Conſent, * You ſhall recommend me to 
* King, (ſays Cromwell) andlethim underfta 


a © that by that time he hath ſo well ty'd you, 


® and thoroughly prov'd you, as F havedone, he 
©* ſhall fin! you as fate a Man, as ever cumeabout 


= him. In all his adverſity he was patient to a 


Miracle z and when on the 28th of July he was 
brought to the Scaffold, and beheaded on Tower- 
Hill, he behay'd himfclt with all che Gallamry 
and Conftancy of a Refolv'd Chritian. He ut- 
ter'd fervent Prayers, and made a ſhort Speech, 
wherein he faid he dy'd in the Catholic Faub, 
meaning thereby no more ( as from his whole 
Life, and even at his Deach, wherein he ugd no 
Popiſh Ceremony, it muſt be conclud2d ) than that 
he dy'd in the true Chrif/an Catholic Faich. Thus 
fell this Great Man, ani with him for 2 long time 
did the Reformation ſeem to lie dead ; his Death, 


"oj *ho was the ehief Inſtrument ih it, putting ſuch a 


EK 2 itop 


®;: } 


flop to that impertet work, that nat Cranme? 
himſelf, in that King's Reign, cou'd ever afterwards 
in any Ground for i : Nay,ratber did itdecline, 
Be larceal Preachers of the Reformed R-ligion 
were burnt in a (hort time after 3 by all which it Þ 
appears, how great a I ofs the Church luſtain'd, in 
being depriv'd of lo able and powerful a Mea Þf 
ber, who more than any, oppos'd bhimlelt with &f ; 
Great Zeal againſt the Imp and Conzri- 
v of the Popes Subtle and Malicious Agents. & ; 
"1 hall nox cire your patience, if I recice a pal- 
ſage or two of this Areve 41an's extraordinary Ge: þf , 
aerolity. It is but to90 common tor thoſe, who Þ 
from a low degree, are raisd to a high Eltate, to ; 
look with the greatelt Concempe upon ſuch,who Þ 
have molt obligd them ; but our Cromwell in the JF, 
t 

th 

I 
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full Enjoyment of all his Dignities, bore hitnſelf 
with a Maderation, peculiar co hiodfelt. Witneſs his 
taking notice of a poor Woman, who kept a Vidu- 
alliog-Houſe, and had formerly truſted him to 
the value of 4+ 5. whom elpying, as he was ridi 

thro” Cheapſide, he order'd to be call'd to him ; 
after having acknowledg'd the Debt, he ſent her FE; 
to his Houſe, diſcharged that, and gave her an, 
Annual Penfion of Four Pound, and a Livery during 
Lite. But what follows is much more remarka- 
ble ; As he was riding with fome Nobles to the 
King's Palace, he ſaw ons toating it in the Streets 
whom he chought he knew, immediatzly ordtingh. 
his whole Train to await him ; he ligtts off hu; 
Horle, upon Enquiry, finding him the Man heh... 
to0k him tor, lig embraces the Ahes, Firengny | 


(53 
and to the Wonderment of all about him, invites 
him io Dinner : his haſt at that time prevented 
longer ſtay; and therefore he left the eamezed 
Stranger, who Enquiring his Name of my Lord's 
Atrendants, to be troubled with the refle- 


in. tions which this unexpected Accident gave- him. - 
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N | Cromwell, who had thay'd fome time with the 
bt King, at his return home, finds him 
i1- Bf the Cows Yard, where again Embracing hint, he 
Us. takes him to his Table, and after forme time findi 
ol- Þ the Lords who accompanied him, no teb furpriz'd 
30- fat hisCondeſcention than was the Stranger : ie makes 
no Y 'em this Relation 3 ow wonder to ſee me thus Ovligings 
t0Þ ut 1/4 will be more amat'd when | tell youl am more: 
ho Þ indebted to this Very Man, than to the whole World 
the Þ vide ; for after the defeat of Gatillion, I came to 
(cli Bf Hlorence [o needy, that being forced to beg an Alms, 
ay thus Worthy Merchant Mr. Francis Freicobald ſeeing 
| to 
her 

" all 
ng 
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[ know not what in my Face that pleas'd bins wpon En- 
quiry of what Country I was, pitying me in my Ne- 
ceſſity, be rock me home, and gave me a Suit of Ap- 

rrel, @ Horſe and 16 Ducats of Gold to bear my 
Expences ro England 3 and now turning him about 
w Mr. Fr:ſcobald, And what, Dear Friend, (ſays be) 
bes brought you bither ? 'T he generous Merchant after 
he bad recover'd himſelt out of the amaze this 


he was become {> Poor by his vaſt Loſſes, thatof 
i the Weakh he formerly enjoy'd, but 15006 
Wucats were left him, and were Owing him 
zre, and hard tobe Got too: Cromwell, alter he 


1 


ea is had obgain'd a Liſt of his Debrors, fem a Ser- 
E 3 vans 


ppy Providence cait him into, told him, That'® 
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rant of his own, in his Name, to Demand thoſe Þ q 
Sums tor the Merchant : Aﬀer Dinner , taking his Þ c 
Friend apart, he gave him firſt 1 6 Ducar; for thoſe I 1+ 
he had recciv'd; then 1c for his Apparrel, and 10K $ 
more tor his Horfe, and at laſt he Gave him Four B in 
Bags, each quantity 400 Dycars for Intereſt : after w 
all, he paſhonately requeſted his ſtay in Englazd Þ fo 
offering wo lend him 6-00 Ducars for 4 Years toll w 
Trade withal ; but Freſcobald having by Cromwel's Þ de 
Authority, obcair'd all bis Money (preterring be- m 
fore alt his Native Country) after a thouſand Ac-Þj an 

emznts made him, return for Horence, fl ſe: 
with a dze Senſe of this fo Extraordinary and Ge-Þj thi 
nerous Entertainment of 


©. Boe 1 am afraid, Sir, 1 grow too much upon 
your Paticnce, and} therefore will ſhuc up with 
tho'Charatter Archbithop Cranmer gave him in a 
Eerrer eo the Kim on his Behalf I have foun 
(layshe) that my Lird Cromwell bas always lov 1 
ow ate all ritmes, aud Servd you with ſuch Fid:- 
tity... and Sacce/;, that 1 believe no King of England 
bod For a batter Miniſter, and it is my Wih, that 
Jew Majeſty mer find a Countellor bo berb can 
4nd will diſcharge bis Trult as my Lird Cromwell Cl 
be!1B' done? 

© Bur alas, nothing could move that Incxorabi 
WFr ace, who rather than torego his unvawiul Zuf 
tw the Lady H ward (whom he dar'd not Mair 
while Cromwell liv'd) Sacrificed this his Darim 
Kawerite. And thu it adds Greatly to my Lord 
Cromweli”; Fame, that atter his Death, he wa 
moit patiiongtely bewail'd by the Kiarg, who lie 
KS 7 quently 
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quently cry 'd out for his Cromwell. Yet was not 
chis a due Reparation to England for the Lols of 
fuch an Extrawrdmary Man whole Virtues were 10 
Smpular, his Services lo Signal, both to the'Nation 
in General, and to the Reformation in particular : 


whoſe Zeal to God was fo True, whole Temperance - 


fo Conſtant in all Conditions ; who (in one word) 
was pofſe(&d of a Courage fo wdaunted, and a Fi- 
delity fo rare, that I make no donbs you will with 
me Conclude. a Man Endow'd with ail rhefe, 
and many more Excellent Qualifications , well de-> 
ſerves the Title of the Greatef iſbman, winch 
therefore L affix to Thomas Cromwel; the Great Earl 
of Eſſex , and to conclude, C 


S$ I R, 
Tours, &c; 
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Cloe to Urania, againii Womens being 
Learn d. 


Have , my dear Urama , fo ill defended the © 


the-Caule you always efpoule, that Ly/ender 
has Convinc'd me that Learning is not tor our 
&X; but before I make an entire delivery of my 


f Judgment tohis Arguments ; I chought fit to lend 
them, as well as | can remember them, to Urana, 
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to fee what influence chey'll have on her ; and 
how ſhell defend the Point againit an Opponent, 
ſhe has often fo well handI'd wichout one, 
Lyſander will have it, That Learning in common 
| Prudence by the Men to be deny us; 
ſince ir wou'd not only make us proud, and im- 
perious , aad aſpire to the command over Men; 
which, as we mighe by fuch Auxiliary force ealily 
obtain, the Charms of the Body alone giving us 
to0 great an Aſcendant over Men ; ſe;we ſhoud 
not wane the deſire of obtaining it, having got 
the means. Secondly , That fince , as be will 
have ic, we were delign'd by God for Obedience, 
not Rule; to be inſtruted by our Husbands, 
and to ſtudy only Houſhoid Afﬀairs, it wou'd be 
Impious to raiſe us trom the Otiice Nature had 
allotted us, toa Nobler Station. Thirdly, That 
Learned Women are ſeldom Chaſt, Learning dil. 

ring'em to Inconitancy, and Infidelity co their 

usbands in longing tor foreign Embraces, and 
that betwixt a Womans Delire and AR, there 1 
nothing but Opportunity. 

This , 10 ſhort, is the Subſtance of what he 
urg'd+ tho* with more advantageous Circumſta 
ces of a fine tura of wards, and ſeveral Examp 
to confirm his Aflertions, which whether true of 
talle, 1 cannot decermine. Buic one thing I mul 
no: forget ; that he much urg'd a Book call'd 
Advice to's Daughter, the Authority of which w 
roo much Eſtabliſh'd for me to Condemn. 
i-ave the whole to the Judicious, and lageni 
Uraxie, whaas |, and ev'ry one ——_— . 
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4 Þ Advocate for our Sex. But tho* I'll never dif 

©, Þ that Prize with you , yet I ſhall always that 
which of us is the beſt Friend, and you muſt con- 

n If feſs, that, | am without relerve your Sincere» and 
Faichful - 


The Cloe. 
nz 

ly Wnak, 6s | 
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ol An Anſwer to tbe foregoing Lztter in 
| Defence of Womens being Learn d. 


VRANIAto CLOE. 


Receiv'd yours; my Charming Clee , the be- 
ginning of the laſt Week, but the Niceneſs of 
the Subject, wou'd not permit me to ſend you 
an immediate Anſwer, being roo much, at that 
time, taken up with other Aﬀeairs; but having 
now got an Hour to my felf, I ſhall curforily con- 
i ſider the weight of Lyſander's, ObjeRtions, 

ſander, 1 muſt confeſs, is a Man of a great 
bot Wir, and delivers his Arguments on any 
Subjet with that addrefs, that they appear much 
lir from his Mouth , than in Writing 3 yer 
I have yet ſeen of his 
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_ to ſuch feeble Reafoning:. 
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r Love for Lyſander, bribd your Judgment to 
fide, which you have too much of to ſubmit 


Learning , he tells you , will: add freſh Pride to 
our Sex, and kindle an Ambition im ws of Comman- 

F ever that of Man , which we ſhoud certaimly 
perſue, afſifted with ſo powerful an Auxiliary, fince 
with theſe Charms Nature has brſtow'd on our Bodies, 
we go ſo far already, and diſcover a deſire of an abſo- 
lute Maſtery. 

This is 1o Cobweb, and Vulgar a Sophiſm, that 
Im amaz'd to hear it from the Mouth of Ly/an- 
der. Is he Ignotant of the Nature of Learning ? 
or, is he not very fenſible that it teaches enero 
know ones ſelf ? the conſequence of which muſt 
certainly, in any Woman of ſenſe, produce Hu- BPa 
mility, not Pride: It furmthes,us with Matculine, BT! 
nay, Divine Thoughts, that are equally ſervice. {wi 
able to our felves, and Hazbands, It makes usth 
cortemn the deligning Flatteries of Men, when 
they deific char Beauty, whicii vaniſhes in a mo- 
ment, and which Fools preſerve with fo much 
Care, for a Bair, and Snare to both their own 
and their Admire:s Ruin, Leaining teaches i/- 
dom, which can uever render us fo oppoſite 
Eſtabliſh'd Orconomy of the World, 5 to make us 
once think fo wildly, as to attemf t tho invercing 
ſo prevalent, acd inveterate a Cuitom as the $0- 
veraignty of the "Men. Beſides, Nature 
torm'd us too weak , to effett a Revolution that 
depends on the Force, and Strengech of Bady, 
well as Mind ; tince Politics are mer ulglets The-$ 

Ones 
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0 ories, without Able Hands to put *em in Execu- 
ic cion. Bur if we muſt needs ſuppoſe this migtty 
Revolution effetted, who won'd not be willing 
t0 © co be SubjeRt t> fo agreeable a Power, in which 
s- Bl Wiſdom, and Brawy join'd, Bur, my Cle, does 
ly Bl Lyſander forget thar a great many Women with- 
ce © out Learning dire& their Husbands, and have a 
3, very awful influence over them 3; but I earryng 
o-  wou'd qualifie that exrraordinary Alcendant, by 
making that Rattenal, which was before only the 
at E blind Effte& of Paftion and Fondnefbs. 
»- Ly/ander's Second Objettion, That Women were 
2 ? by cheir Creator deſign'd for Dbedience »-: Rules 
to ſro be inflrutted by Mes Hus bar ds not to inſtratt them ; 
iſt ond to Study notbing but their Houſhold Afﬀairs. 
u- Partly depends of what has been faid co the tit}, 
e, f The', by the way, Lyſander makes a little bold 
2e- with the Secrets of che Almighty in that Atſertion, 
tho' I confeſs, the © urte chat was laid on Eves tor 
her 'Franigrethon, might give him occalion to 
lay fo, tho? it prove diretly the contrary, as my 
Viridomar, has torimerly oblery'dy tor it Woman 
was created the Subjet, and Vatlal ot Man, ic 
ad been no Puniſhment to've inflitted that Sub- 
x&tion on her. 
Bur, my Che, I think *tis evident, that I carn- 
g will not letien that Obedience it (teaches them 
h will cheretore make them practice it as a 
of Reaſon, not Cuſtom,and Impoſition, two 
'e by provoking Motives of Oppoſition. 
to the Second Branch of this Objeion, wiz. 
bat we are to be inſtirudied Ly our Hurbands, &g. 
1 I-carning 
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Learning fave's a Hugband that's capable, the La- 
bor; and the Huszband chat is not, the Shame of 
attempting what he's not able ts pertorm ; And 
by giving him an Emulation of his Wives Virtues, 
make hum endeavour not to be our-done by a 
Woman, in Maſculme , and Rational Excellencies, 

_ improving his Mind with Nobler Qualificati- 

- and not wholly devorc himdelf to fuch fordid 
Employments, Diverfions, which are gene- 
rally the whole Buſineſs and Entertainment of 
roo many Genelemen ; I mean, the Borele, the 
Whore , the Dice, with Hunting, Hawkmg , Cour- 
fing, and the reſt of thae wretched Train , as if 
they were born never tothink. 

I come now to Lyſander's lalt Obje&ion,which 
is indeed the moſt infamous of all the Scandals 
he endcavoursto throw on I carned Women, wiz. 
tht their Knowledze makes 'em ſeldom Chaſt, and 
breeds in 'em wand: ing Deſires, — Were this truc, F*. 
{ ravit own it a very Subftancial ANRuments and F 
I ſhou'd yield that all my Sex ſhou'd be kept from © 
the uſe of Books as cautiouſly, as Madmen from F*** 
Edge-Tools. But, my Clee, the Aflertion is too F** 
general to be true, to which I my ſelf cou'd bring 
not a few Exceptions. The inſtances he produc'd, I 
tho you doubt, yet co pleaſe him I'll admit, fup- (Þ*%* 
poſing theretors that fuch and fuch Learned Wo- 8% 
men have been Whores, it (till remains, that he 
prove this was the efle&t of their Learning, not 
Nature, and that if they had not been Learned, F©©* 
they wou'd not a' been Whores. 4 Tak, not jo 
ca/il; prrform'd. Bux ſince a bold Allertion is - 

pr 
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thoſe Inclinations, Nature and Conſtitution have 
ven 'em, are not always entirely overcome by 


, yet are the violence of them regulated, 
reduced to a greater Moderation. *Tis noc 
to be deny'4, That Learning being very uncom- 
mon in Weman, when 'tis found in one, it draws 
more Numerous Train of Addrcifes from the 
Men ; but it more common, they wou'd 
yy being divided , be more eafily refalted : Nay, 
the very Motive woud be taken away, by the 
zommonne(s of Learned Women, the rariry of 
which, is the chief bait on theſe occaſians. 
w__ thus run through Ly/ender's formidable 

roop of Arguments, 1 ſhall add a pleaſant Fancy 
of my own, which is, That the Praftice of ad- 
mitting Women to the Arts and Sciences, wou'd 
monvince the Infidels of the Feaxiſ: and Tarkfb 
P:rtwaſion, that Women have Souls, ſince-they 
vere not wholly takgn up with the Ornament, 
nd care of the Body only, and then -we might 
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ON -—o_-1 Share in the Paradice of Aazbormrer, 
ap- (ich the Men, and not be ſhut our of the Syna- 
 o- (ogue by the Rabbis. 

he Bur that 1 may wholly ebviate all your Scru- 
not 1 ſhall fay one word wow to that celebraced 
ed, 02k of the Advice to 4 Daughter, deligning at a 


De 


- 


etrer opportunity to give a tuller Arſver toa 
look I have very litle Eiteem tor. 
I can 
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; FT cat never admit that an implicit Faich is mort 
excutable in our Sex, than in his; becauſe I 
by no means - dicover, that what he adv 
catries any thing of Reaſon witly it. Theſe are 
his Words. — 

As to your particular Faith keep to the Religion th 
is grown wp with you, both as it « the beſt mn it ſelf 
and that the Reaſon of ſtayng im it on that Account 
ſomewhat ſtronger for your Sex, than it will perb 
be allow'd to be for cars, m reſpect of the volumins 
Enquiries into Truth by reading, are leſs expetted fre 


Here you find a flouriſh of words indeed, bs 
in my poor opinion, no very weighty SC 
The ftrefs of the whole lyes on a falle fuppc 
I mean, the corrupt Cuſtom of the Age 3 whic 
tie ſays, will not Expect Our reading,and fearc 
aſrer the molt Material of Truthy, that this Lites 
_ us for; if Truth be obicurd by fo ma 

olumes,- 'ris the faule of choſe in whoſe hands} 
has © long bees referv'd. It it be a Truth « 
is allo necefſary for cur Future Happind 
to be rightly intorm'd in; *cis certainly equall 
our Duty coer:quire into it ; and they are to blan 
who deprive us ot the fixteſt means, Learn 
and it it be at incumbene Duty, 'ewill be but 
weak,and poor Excuſe for continuing inan Errc 
becai:ic we were bred in one; Beſides, this wou 
hold on all iides,and mult of Conleq be v 
fallacious ; and I muſt needs-add, That whatevy 
Figure a Lady wou'd make, by the Diredon « 
#115 Advice, in the Court, ſhe wou'd make bet 


Y 


SET SrZOndrSTStS:.. 


(63) 

very indifferent one in Reaſon. Burt 'tis evident, 
that he is not in earneſt , when a little after he 
preſcribes a quite contrary Rule Let me 1+ 
commend to you (lays he) 4 Method of being Rightly 
mform'd, which can never fail; "tw in ſhort this — 
Ge: Cinderſtanding, »4 prafice Clirtue, &c. 
Now how the ſhoud get this Underſtanding he 
leaves her, and us in the Dark i tho I am confti- 
dent it can never be obtain'd to a degree of 
being Rightly 1mform'd without ing ; unleſs 
he wou'd have it by Inſpiration, which I humbiy 
preſume, is none of the moſt ſolid Cinderftan- 
in our Age. 

at my charming Friend, I have detain'd you 
too long this bout to fay any more on this Sab- 
Rt, or Book, when we meet Ill give you more 
my. Semtiments, which nothing cou'd make 
me fo free of imparting, but the Plcafure I have 
vo pleale fuch a Friend 3 tho' I ſhall-never yield 
to you in ſincerity, or any other Duties that are 
dto Cle, by 


Her faithful Friend, \ 


- Urania 
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Some Refledions ou Mr. Rymer's Short 
View of Tragedy, and an Attem 
at a Vindication of SHAKESPEAk 
in an Eſſay direfled to JOH 
DRYDEN Ef, 


S foon as Mr. Rymer's Book came to © 

A Hands, I refolv'd to make fome Reffedi; 
upon it, tho* more to ſhew Will than « 
Abilities. Put finding Mr. Denns had almoſt pre 
wr iÞ ad ang A of che -_ ; 

I Shakeſpear , I quiuted , inge | 
had got a Chanpica more equal ro his Worth 
not doubting but Mr. Deznis wou'd as effetina 
confure our Hypercritic in this , as all Men m 
gravt he has, in what he attempted in his hap 
$ial Critic. 

Buc expeRing thus long, without hearing 
farther of it; I concluded fome other mors « 
portant, or at leaſt more. agrecable buſinefs, 
diverted him from it; or that he thought it 
wawneceſſery Undertaking, ts perlwade the Town of 
a Truth ic already receiv'd; or to give any ia 
ther Anſwer to a Book, that carry'd its own Cor 
demnation in its felf. However, fince I fir 
fome build an Aﬀurance on this General Silence hq; 
all the Friends of Shake/pear, that Mir. Rymer's ObſWat, 
jeRions are unanfwerable ; I reſolv'd to beſte 
wo or three days on an Elly to proys the 

traly 
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trary : Which may at leaſt bring this advantage 
to the Cauſe, to convince the World how very 

it is, when one of my habyzty, in fo line 
ame, have ſo much to ſay for it, and that with» 
out going through the whole Defence. 

LI indeed, like the moſt indifferes: Counſel, make 
he Motion, but leave more able Heads to Plead 
he Cauſe. One great Satisfattion,l have(however 

ſucceed) is, that I ſpeak before a Judge thart is 
beſt Qualify'd to decide a Controverbie ot ghis 
Nature, that ever England produc'd; for in > =, 
dir, The Poet, and The Critic meet in their higheſt 


Perfection ; and, if the Cricic diſcover the Faults * 
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of Shakeſpear, The Poet will alfo fee, and admire 
s Beauties, and Perfeftions. For as you have 
earning, and ſtrong Judgment to diſcern his 
ft Tranſgreflions , fo have you a Genius that 
nteach his Nobleſt Flights ; and a Juſtice chat 
nl acknowledge his Deſerts : And were there no 
ther Argumentsto be brought in his Vindication, 
wou'd be more, than ſufficienc to deſtroy all 
is weak Antagoniſt has huddl'd rogerher againſt 
im, that you give him your Approbation, This, 
r, is really my Opinion, and I'm fure the moſt 
nſible Lovers of Poetry will fide with me in it : 
nd ſecure me from che Imputatien of being {© 
boliſhly vain, ro think I Can flatter You, when 
ſpeak of your Poetry, your TuDgment, and 
pur Cando! 3 tince whatever can be faid on that 
abje&t, by any one below Mr, £92PDen's Abi- 
ies, wou'd be but a very faint Shadow of the 
behty Panegyric of your Dame alone. 
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The Method I ſhall obſerve in theſe RefleSion: 
(for my time will nor permie me to bring io con- 
tusd a Chaos into a more regular Form) will be 


firſt to run over the Pages of his Book as they ly 
and give you fome Animadvei ſions in part of thoſe 
Avfucdities chey contain : for to examine all, wou's 
jwell my Letter into a Volume, and be five hun 
dred times as big as the Text, like a certain Re 
verend Dr. on 7ebþ. Next , I ſhall attempt 
Vindication of Shakelpear,where he more tor 
merly artaques him. 
. In the firff, I hope you'll forgive me, if I u 
him with no more Reſpet, chan he does. Shake: 
{pear or Pour : And in che latter, I hope yo 
will admic Recrimmations on thoſe Patterns, 
propoſts to us for the Teft, of Shakeſpear 
Faults, as a ſufficient Anſwer to what he Mag 
fterially lays down, as Self- Evident, with a Scort 
ful, tho' Clumſy Jelt, without any other Reaſa 
eo confirm it ; if not as a Demonſtration of tl 
Injur'd Poet's Excellence. And that we ma 
from thence conclude with Mr. Rymer (as he | 
it in his Pretace to Rapiny hnce his Sranderd: « 
P:rte&ion are equally culpable, That the greatet 
Wits, both Modern, and Ancient, [ometimes ſlip, a 
are liable to Cawils : And by conſequence, that 
kis Pains were needlels to bring Shakefvear is 
to that Number, face his greateft Admirers cve 
confel'd hz had Faults : Tho' no Man but himfeli 


I believe, ever Reobd him of a/! Excellence ; at 
| mult fay, That moſt that he produces are me 
Caviis, and convit him of being one of tho# 

Crntee! 
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Gl that /iKe Waſps rather ammey the Dee's, then 


- 


rones. 

But, indeed, che Lovers of Shakeſpear may 
well forgive the Author of Edger, and this Stars 
view of Tragedy, whatever he can ſay againit his 
Excellence and-Gewins ; fince being his Oppoſite, 
ts no wonder his Mind's not capacious enough 
to Comprehend, nor his Taſt Poetical enough to 
reliſh che Noble Thoughts which the Ingenious 
avs admi'd in Shakeſpear ever fince he 

it, 

It has been the Fate of molt Critics on Poetry, 
fo Erc_in thole. Things they Condemn in others 
or to diſcovet by their Writing, how ill quality'd 
they are to judge of any thing, but the Regularity 
of the Strufture of a Poem, which the Knizn 
Rules of Art furniſh them wich, the chief forma- 
fion of a Poet being wanting ;. Nature der:ying 
them the Divitem Venam, JIttronitus Arbiter, 
fo ſevere on Lacan, avid Senecs (tor on them be 
refle&s in his $aryricen) keprnot clear of that un- 
natural AﬀeRation he condemnd in them. Te» 
ſeph and Fulius Scaliger (as Rapin oblerves) had 
the Art, but warced che ſupply of Nature when 
they attempted P.ciry. Bart Mr. Rymer , in any 
thing he has yer publiſh'd,-has not the Iealt ſha» 
dow of .pretence to the Fxcellence of either of 


i theſe. JPctronitis had 1/7, had Fire, a Genin, 


Y and Language; and tho the Scaligers were not Fo: 


as, yet had they the, Merits at; pretty good Cr:- 
tics; but this Ganemany ty. carce produc! ang 
Crazeiſm, that is not borrowd fron Rapn, Daaer, 
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or Boſſw, and miſ-apply'd to Shakeſpear, And 
0 IT by from _ Heroie Tragedy of 
to che River 3ounDs, he diſcovers not the 
Genius, nor Taſt of it; and therefore muſt be 
granted a very incompetent Judge of ſuch a Poet 


as Shakeſpear 15. 
Some of my Friends, whoſe Authority was ve- 


ry great with me, wou'd necds have me examing 
EH m 


; bur there were two that obſtru- 
complyance with chem— The Firſt, That 
it was þ abominably ſtor'd with Opium , that 
I cou'd not polubly keep my Eyes open to read 
it attentively ; The acher, That *twas ſuch a Barr 
ter in it ſelf on Poetry and fenfſe, that all the 
peu I cou'd take about it, wou'd be only to give 
im the vanity of imagining it worth any Mani 
taking Notice of. 

The Piece now under our Conſideration is in a 
Vein ſomething more merry, and uncommon; 
tor tho” "tis frequent enough to meet with a dull 
Poeraſter for a Poet, yet *tis ſomething more rare 
to encounter a jolly | for a Critic. Tho', that 
with the abundance of ÞJ/ Natxre, Conceit, and 

eH ation of appearing a Scholar, is the Vebick 
that carries of bus Nonſence , with as ill Judges of 
that, as he is of Poetry, and makes them take it 
o an —_—_—_— Thing : and this wal maks 

beteer excu my examining how very 
cytes is, that is fer out in fo for- 
midable an 

To pals over the” Epifle Dedicatery, which ke 
By: hus Prologues, may ſerve as well fo any che 
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ment to the. Courteous Reader 
Dedicatory, it being a Medly of Stu 
berence, Defign , or Engliſh. But to examine all 


Work its felt, not leſs abrups, © b 

He begins with the Neceflity of aChoras, urg- 
ing, That, as 'twas the the Original, fo 'cis the 
molt Eſſential part of a Tragedy, becauſe it keeps 
the Poet, to the Unities of time, and place : But 
tis evident, from the Suppliants of Earipides (as 
you, Sir, have formerly oblerv'd)and from Racines 
Hefter, (as Mr. Oe has noted) that the Choe 
rw does not necellarily do what Mr. Rymer pre- 
tends ; nor was it at all in Horaces if 
we may judge of them by the Precepts he gives 
about ic in his Art of Poetry. 

But Mr. Dennis having evidently clear'd this 
Point, | ſhallday no more of jt; but that if, as 
our Critic contends, 'tis the Poet's incumbent Du- 
ty to gratifie the Eyes, as well as Ears 3 this muſt 
be done without offending againlt Natwre, and 
Probability , as the Choras does. (which is abun- 
dancly prov'd by che JYmpartial Critic). Bur 
by who have a more necellary Relation to 
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(70. ) 
the Ativan and Fable, 4s the Sexgtg's of Veawer in 
bl $1 who res $2 9 "i'd as choy.harg 
a Ge < ante Pay ,"Io cou | 


_ not bg introduces. without their Habits, whi 
id hat Grayticatioh torche Lys he makes & 
ry of ery Pogt without the bglp of fo forgign, 


twal 3 g 45 a Chor. - 
d. and 4ih-Vages are almoſtuaintellgible, 
and at crols purgaſes ane Paragragh with ar 
ther; for he will have it, 1 hat 41g wafrds of Shake 
pear Jo not Ie off the Attion, and they of 2 
iwddaw he gandudes dhe contrary, that they Jo. 
Next, P, 6. he has an admirable terch, to prov 
that Pronunciation is, notable Vihueles to carry p 
Non/en/e by ſhewing that it (ct off the Swſe of 
Demoſthenes. "Tis grapted, That 4 good and 
the Propupcie/in, 1s a great help to Seuſe , be 
cauſe ie $255 it in its proper Light, as ill repeating 
it in a la, ons, 20d makgs jt Igle us hultis ; 
as Maria! ien ity ob ſc: ves to [; adentings. 
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But-it fecms to me, That the Reaſon, which 
makes Good Pronaation (ct off Senſe , mult maks 
Nowſence more vilibleg for the giving 8'ery Word, 
and Sentence ics rus Emphaſis, mult make the 
tle Joe obviops, 10 even thole, who in the 

cours ou d perhaps overlook it. I grancatiat 
the omupolt the Theatie may, p& haps, dull the 
edge of our Judgn;ent , but Provwicidiznp; NEWS 
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(77) 
can. But were #1*this crue, I.can't find that 
Shakeſpcar falls july wonder his Centure, asto 
this particular ; for he atm, That ew, dAdten, 
and Pronynciatinen, lole their torgeg under a kerious 
Perulal ; yet after luch a Perulal, Dhakeſpear 
does Hil] maintain his Reputation with che-grea- 
teſt Geryus's our Nation hay produc'd-in Poetry: 
His Excellence theretore is not built on thoke 
Supports, but imere Worrb, and by Coniequence 
al hi incaherent buſtle is 80 very lietls pur 
& * the next; Proof of the power of Sees, 
Ailion, and Pronnmciation , . i» gxtreamly merry. 
P.*. Hecelleus, That Carginal Ricbelticu was by 
them influenc'd , in. his mighty; Apprubation of 
the Tragedy of Sir. Thomas Meyr, tho' there were 
neicher Poetry, apr >enle 31 x. 13 et were not 
thels able tobyals: his nice Talt-tolav ur the Cad 
"ol Corme;/ (who had mare of 'a Voer,. than ont of 
our Fleeno's Clals) which plages the Cardinatiin 
the Majores Namery, of the Diviltian of Judges 
made by Heoracy , clear contrary. © our | Crotis's 
mention. Well, l mult fay this for him, Thar 
ho' his Rea/ops and Obſervations are tar trom- wre- 
fagable, yer his Rambles are admirable andy av- 
acconntable from a Comical Harangue again!t Ope- 
ras, P. 9, 10, 11, 12. he rens © Perſe buridiq; 
and bow long it had been in ty before it pals 
the Alps, 1 ſuppoſe, to ſhew us he had read Pe- 
liſin, quoigd in the Margins, for the Devil a-bit 
had it todo with the, E in hand. Thence 
with another leap, be mage Lack again wp 4 
4 
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thylas iis Perſians, it for a Madel pro- 
portion'd to our iſh Capacities. Of which, 
Page the 1th. having drawn. in imftation in the 
Spaniſh Expedition of 1 588. our Treg do didaſcu- 
lus dubs ie the JN Armado. His draught 
indeed is very nice and circumſtantial, in the 
very ſerious, and at the ſame time extreamly Ri- 
dicwlow Account of all the "Incidents of this 
Draught to the very Beards of the Spaniſh Gran- 
dees; the Tuns f Tar Barrels for the Heretics | 
and the {quabling of the Cabmet Council, about 
Preferments not yet in their Power. And is it 
not as great an Error in Manvers, as any @bhake- 
ſpear is guiley bf in the worſt of his Plays, to 
make the greateſt Policicians of that Age fuch 
ezregious Coxcombs ? Bue what wretched 
Mortal is there of fo very forrowful or moroſe 
a temper, that muſt not laugh to hear him fay, 
That -» 1b Occaſion two C tors bave juſter 
Occaſion 19 work wp, and ſhew the Muſcles of rber 
Paſſim, than Shakeſpears , Caſſius, and Brutus! W 
Cou'd any Pagg in Barbary be fo ignorant of com 
mon Senſe and Reaſon as this { he mult Pardon,the 
Eeprethon, *tis his own to a much greater Man, 
than hinlell. 

"Tis truc, he tells us with his uſual Magiforia i 
Aſlurance , That theſe Spaniſh Grandees of his 
Creation, have x 1«f#+r Occafion tor a Paſſionate 
Scene than @bakrfpears, Bruw , and Caſſuw : 
Brt | avult atk this Pardon it I tubicribe not to his hi 
Opinion : th puniſh him fufficiencly for this 

-\grobs Abvlardity, and Arropance, lay down the 
Wi -d 
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old Politic Heads that Age 
quarrelling with one another a5out 
poſſeflion,in Extopis, To be ol 
Trincalos, and Duke-Stephanos, KC. is 
Nature or Poſlibilicy of this ? fo tar is it from 
probable Ground. 

On the other hand : Herg is Caſs, a Paſſio- 
nati, Ambitions , and Averitiow Roman, impa- 
tient to bear a refuſal of a Requeſt he made for 
acinus Pella, that was found guilty of Bribery (a 
rime himſelf was guilty of) ing on himſclf 
ff equal Power at leaſt with Bruws, and a Rro- 

, if not Father of the War, being Ambitious 
pope mcasex Thee «ago y Hoh ens 
as an infringing his Aut , c pz 
| - diſcover his Reſentment at 
irſt mee But chis is not all the Ground of 
his Scene : Here is Bratus on the other hand, a 
evere follower of Virtue, to which he Sacritc'd 
is Friend and Father, C/er, and cou'd not there- 
we but reſent Ceſſius's deviating from Virtue; his 
rial Frerence to which made him his Friend, How 
his Foufd he bear with Caſas in his and Ava 
vate ice, who cou'd not with Cx/ar's Ambition? tor 
wm Wn denying Money for the Payment of thole Le- 
1s Wh (on whole Fidelity, not only their Lives, but 

he Fate, and Liberty of Rome, which was yet 
the Fearer co Bruts, depended) he gave them up to 
Ker DG avim and Amibony. Is 
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Is there any Parallel indecd berwigt theſe two, 
Occafions ? Carr there be any thing more Chilcihgy, 
and crifling, chan the firſt + And Can there be any, 
ching greater, antl/more weighty than the latter 

he Prize of Chymerg's on one fide, and the L 
berty , and Fate be the greateſt Empire i in th 
World ; nay, Lite, Honor, Vir! * i allt 
Ean or ought to bg thear on thy 

L er this be a conrvinting proof This Genie | 
Fudgniem of our Feſtoriogr 1pher Royal, who cou 
preler Shs own dull Bayleigue gn Common Senk 


to this hr arab Scene of Shakeſpear,whi » Oy 
» py adi Men of Senſe. | 
Brit to MY t Deſdemons's Charatter | 
below the dignity ef Tragedy, what are thele 5 
with Srgmiora's, who ate to lpend a whole Act 
relling of Dreatny, which were likely to have 
Ay influence on the ©pantfh Policicidns, ( 


— noted tor their Religion py Bigo 
as 5 furmſh nt” 5 mn) and D dirs (96 


for an At, The Draught of "Att is C's 
jor as merry : tor 4724 very ral indeed, 
mcely according to Manners, to bring in 5 'K 
Philoſoph: wing on Dreams, and f Hates oblins } un 
he were to be {y& a King, as he fo much adi; 
in the Rebearſet y for a King Phi, by his foro x 
Protelhon, might Ve fupposd to have fore Nas 
ble, it not No | Thought (as Ou c ritie require;y 
on the Matter. 
The 16th. Page; is'a brief,” de fly as ridiey, 
Lous Fimming up of 'what he bad faid a | 
belore, tho' the Fourth Ak is aboye meafure ( s f 
/q"ig 


C 75 ) 
"Bf mical, where the Spaniard is to be beaten off with 
Wl: Vanguard of Dreams and Goblins, andihe Terrers 
wt of the Night. 


ri ,/00 the fiult reading it, 1rhought | 
Whio owed Ld Wits, ot what's all on, 
hat he had a Mjng to be merry cxtream1iy, 
wut of Seaſon, or Play the Droll, a ſhew ho 
e b he was. better gualify'd, for a Farcowright, 
Jan a Critic, Byr beibg aflur'd ſince by ſeveral 
Wingenious Gentlemen, that he nor only means ig 
"4 a ſerious thing, bye that dhe Doftors do nog, 
Sbink him Mad enough for Bed/gm, 1 will turn. 
the Advice has the extraordinary Alluragce ta 
We you, infinitely more juſlly to himlelf, that, 


wou'd u [fake the Writing yon ths adngj-, 


QA Wale Plot 3 and for his Lncouiaggemen, aſlurg. 
"OW01, if hall n@t 149 (he Fare of bs Edger, but be 
\ Aga with a fig: belief, that, if jt do not Pits 
Wiz nd Galleryor, with any of Shakeſpears z, 
ct it nay hear 4 be Bel (to borrow 0 CAO 
(s y Phraſe from or Ht oriogy, ber Kygal) trot 


he Devil of 4 Wile, or Dr. Fanſtas ; becaule the 
Uy exceſove Extiayagance of the Thought might, 


wnk us laugh . whetgas Edgar Coud provoke ne 


ning but Sleep, 
we Bu his purring this on you, 8T, aſter fo mat | 
NFublic Expicilions of your Friendibip for him. & 


quiWciv ace Services (as I'm inforod) dons bim,ſhews 
_ $* Morals, as tauky, as the Manners be has laid 
idBown for the Heroes Of this awe «dy, With 
[ Ws Face could he pur fo lags od rilous aq 


on you, in this Book, without provecati 
My un 0m REID 
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Pod 

in his Preface did preferr | 

of ena — 
pens, If you had no other 


V animaied 
a Brea him 


other A will Pay. 
cl Th , it Lage uy. Hymn to 
and Pertorm'd in Dences, and 


; and therefore Theſpis was t 
| of he Tragedies, chat are Atted, tho! h 


Ty oy or dyepoplionms oa 
3 this , not only Horace, but all the 
have met with, affirm, And himſelf cor 
; leſſes, P, 19, that when it came to be an 
of the World, jt then had a ſecular Alloy, 
was by Con altei'd from what ic was þ 
fore , that is, a Religious Hymn, to a 
fataties of Homene Life End cherefore 
Aim of it thus alcer'd, che Mediums to chat 
End, muſt of uence, be alter'd too; That 
praile of Baechw Was no more Neceſlary to fc 


: 
it 
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2 


Feat 


be 


\ Vas any more meer Religion, than the Chorus 
$ ſelf, or a leſs neceſlary part of Tragedy, ſince 
xh were of equal date, asto their Riſe, and End. 
ut this en paſſant. 
P. 20, us he oP to the Care td Go- 
of the Thearre, in no 
| ni to preſent a Play tg the Houle «ill paſt 
Thirty This Obſervation might, perhaps, pro- 
Wed from ade 
oy Self- Intereſt, hoping to perſwade us, 
hat, upon another Vacancy, he is eye tor 
«t Lawreat, intimating , that the older a Man 
wrows, the fitter he is for a Poet, contrary to the 
Igment of his Friend Rapin ; from whom he 
zorrows the Obſervation that the Arbenians ſpent 
ore of the Public Money about their Chora!'s, 
| other Decorations of the Stage, than in all their 
ars with Perſia, From hence he ſoon paſſes to 
I beloved Ariſtophanes (and to do _ 
always exprefles an extraordinary Pa fox 
arces) tho” I am to ſeek in what he drives oh. 


(78) 
all thoſ: Praifes he beflows on him , for R 
' 8 Muc(as VE phrafes it) of all manner of Vice uh 
ever be ſaw ity be it in the greateff Philoſophers, | 
treat Pots, the Ceutrals, « the” Mimiſters of S: 
ou'd he have out Pots follow Wis example, ar 
Expole our Dirvines, Biſhogr, Lords, Generals, at 
bers of Start Tt chis be his defire;yer either # | 
ought not to blame them for their Defeft in © 
of 1s in Juſtice bound to ſecure them from the F 
nalties,they wot'd incur by doing {© : Son, 
and fome fuch odd things are Bug-beary, t 
wou'd have frighten'd his Ariftophanes , frons | 
freedom, if the A1borian Law, like ours, had þ 
cur'd Vice, and Folly in the Greet ones, from t 
attaques of Poets, He ought therefore either 


moderate his Indignation at onr Poets for oni 
expoſing the Common Life of Mankird, or it | 


wou'd have none but Stateſman, and General's 
dicul'd, let him lead $e Dance ; and tear nat t 
Succels of AriBophancs, being fo well qualify'd i 
a harce-Wright , his Propentry to that, inf 
cing perhaſs his Judgment in favour of chis Gre 
Pack above all thole char ſucceeded him. T 
/ Bu Bi as good a Judge as Mr. _—_ lays 
enander, not Ariffophanes , meo judiczo dilige 
letims, 6d cuniis qua Mangas > fi 
ha onmium lmaginens in vid Expreſſit, Tanta n 
mueniend; Copia, tloquend: f acult as, tha ommibu; 
bus, Pet ſonis, (affefibus accommodatus , ut om 
fy operis Awtaribus tenebras obdwarn, 
r, Rymer nult be ſingular in His Opinion, 
ke coud not keep up his Charater, as he is in t 
mean 


CRY. 


meaning of thoſe two Verſes he quotes, Pay. 25. 


Now emmumum meruere dicus, eſtigns Grees, 


. Auſi deſerere, & celebrare Domeſtics fail 4 


He will have «, that non Mmmm is but a faint 
1 Commendgaztions tho! tis evident from the beft 
Wot thc. Latin Aathors , that mov Adrnonum is us*d 
for Magnum, it not Maximum. "Tis perhapaws'd 
y Horace as a more Modeſt expreſſion of their 
Worth, chat he might not incur the impurationof 
lattering by a fironger Praiſe, thoſe who were 
Wiving. Bu | detic him to produce mow Minimtune 
Cicero, or any other Author of Note, in a fenſe 
than Magnum. Nor docs that Quotation oue 
'the Sixth Book of Virgi/sx £mcids,, prove at all 
il What /argel gave up the Caule, and yiclded the 
£1494 0018 excellent in Pocery than the Latin, 
y more than Hire did in the Epittle by him 

' cd, tor thus ut run, 


Excudent ali: ſpirvantra molins ava, 

redo quidern, 01001 duet de nurmere onus : 
(wabunt cauſas melucs, caligy means, 
Dyſeribent radio, &f [urgent:4 fidera dicent. 

lu Regere imperio 1 Romane memento; 

( He tibs erm hong pou? 1mponore Morom, 
Farcere ſubjedtis & 6 [oper hos. 


mon which 'tis evident a be map 
is, that Governing N ations Jaftice hon" 
their chief Care , and greateſt Art, not that 


ho 


(80) 
he t the Rowen: did not excell the Grecian 
io others too ; for, I believe, none will deny but 
Cicero was a greater Orator than Dervoſtbenes, or 
at leaſt as great and that Vogs/ was as great a Poer, 
as Homer. And for other Arts, Plizy was of opi- 
nion, That the Kortans excell'd the Grecian ev'n 
in 'em, as well as that of Governing, when he ſays 
in the 36h Book of bis Natwal Hiftory, That he 
won'd how the World conquer'd in the Works of Art, 
as well as by the $word and then proceeds to Pant- 
mg, Statuary, Kc. 

Bur, Sir, I fear, I ſhalltire your patience ſhou'd 
T touch upon e\ery Page 3 I'll therefore ſtep to 
P. 63. and with that and the 65th, make an end 
of my Reflett:ons, and then examine more parti- 
cularly what relates to Shakeſpear. P. 634. he cx 
prefles himfſclf much againſt Rhime in Plays, by 
which he not only ſhews his Mind is much al- 
ter'd ſince he writ Edgar in Khime ; but allo 
makes it che diſtinftive mark of Heroic Verſe in 
Engliſh, as the numbers of Hexameaters are of La- 
tin Heroics : But he gives us no Reafortor the®# 
Parallel, for that indeed wou'd be to break an 
old cuſtom, which he's very fogd of, If there- 
fore I cou'd produce no Argument agair!'t him in 
particular, yet muſt, a bare denial, be granted 
equivalent t9 a bare Aﬀertion : but the matcer is 
no fo barren of Reaſon,as to be deſtitute of a very 
convincing proot of the contrary, viz. TheNaw 
bers or beet diſtinguiſh che Latin Verſe, and thei 
Numbers.of Hexameter: are very different fron 
thoſe of 7embicr, which is the Verſe moſt us'c 
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at leaſt out of the Chirww, in Tragedy, G in En- 
pl 'tis the Feet, or Numbers that diftingoifh 

eroic Verſe trom all others, whereas the Num- 
bers are the ſame in blanc Verſe. as in Khime ; 
ſo chat they are equally Heroic Verſe, and Mit- 
OY town's Paradiſe loft, is a ſufficient proot of this; fo 
Ly that according to Mr. Rymer all Verſe of ten Syl- 
he lables are as improj-er for Tragedies in Fnglith, as 
BE P-ntameters are in Latin, for that is the conle- 
out WF quence of his Arguments, 

The ſecond Paragraph of P. 65, That furniſhes 
me with the fubjet of my laſt Refetion, is a 
Maſter-piece, composd ot hisbelov4 ingredients, 
the uUnaccountable, and the tintntefligtble ; for 
tells us, that ſince the decay of the Roman Empire, 


ex-Wbis [land bas been more fortunate im Matters of Poe- 
by, han ary of cur Neighbours, fc, | mult cell 
al-Wim that it muſt be a good-narr'd Reader that 
alioWaſter all he has faid ) ſhall rake bis word for't ; for 1 


An {ce how he can make it our, uf Sbakeſprar 
be fo far from a Poet, as not to be fit to write 
Lllads, or what's all one, as fpnorant of Nature 
any Pug in Barbary ; it Ben fobnſcn be guilty of 
uch Stupidity ; it Adizon, as he commonly atlerry, 
we nothing in him; and Biawmont and Fearcker 
re ſuch, as he repreſents **m. He wou'd do 
ell co fix this Fxcellence above our Neighbours 
mewhere; for hicherto he has done nothing but 
raign our greatelt Poets. Bur the latter end of 
is Paragraph as uninelligible as os, mult 1 bad 
s tar a Proot of this, if we will have any from 
ny We find (lays hc) the Britiſh Poetry to _ 

(1 oy 


Cal) 


(82) 

Toconfirm which, he proceeds thus, Ore of a 
oldeſt Meda's bears @ barp on the Revers, with the 
Name Kyprobuline around it ; Burt what of that 
good Sir? What it it had Moln, Giidas, and hall 
a (core more about it, what's the confequence Wl 
I] 2dvife him in tus next Book not to put his Friend 
to fuch trouble to underftand him 3 tor my part! 
cou'd never yet meet with an Oedipws to ſolve 
Kidle; tor what has the oldeſt Medal todo wi 
the proof of our having the Britiſh Poetry to thi 
day, unlels the other fide of che Medal had fur 
nith'd us with forme of ic, it he draw not the od 
conlequence trom the Harp; that where there 
Muſic, there mult bc Poetry 5 as where therei 
Smoak, there mult be Fire, according to the 
dable Obftervation of our Matrons of Anti ity, 

But chere needed no Medal of Kunobuline t 
beproduc'd ; for the proot of the carly uſe of Pe 
try inchis Iſland, and that long betore Virgs! wii 


The Britiſh Bards arc enough to jultihe thar ; 
need not wait till the decay of the Roman Empi 
witnels Lucan, Lib. 3. who writ of times that pre 
ceded Virgil. 


Vos quoq, qui fortes ammas, belloq; prremptas 
L audibus in longum wvates dimutitu 4vum 
Plurima ſecurt Pudfs carnina Bardi. 


Put what's this to the Confirmation of his Aſe 
tion, that nexethe Romans we excell'd in Poct 
of he ber ol Y cat P h 

15 NOT TNE NUMNET GI 1 Cars, Nor Foems that 


eltaLliſa eur Excellence, but the Quality ; *tis the 
P 


. (83) 

Werfettion, that muſt give us the advantage of 
Wur Neighbours. 

BW Bur © expett Reaſon, Method, (without which 
: ll is contuſion) and Meaning from this Author is 
i vain, ſince he tells usin a former Eſſay he can 
t [Weep to no Merbed or Form, and that he is not cut 
t for penning any Treatiſe. Put then why, in 
Name of dullnets, does he fly in the Face of 
e, and ſpight of her appear in Print, not 
aly as an Author, bur Judge, bringing co his 
tibunal, thoſe who were qualified with whathe 
emly wants, viz. A Genin and Tudgment : 
os /«dement being fo weak, that he cou'd noe 
Weep Coherence through one only Page. Bzing 
os quality'd, no doubt his cenfure of the ad mira- 
far, muſt be extraordinary, which 
hall, after 1 have premis'd ſome general Conſi- 

rations Examine. . 

To furvey the Antients with an impartial Eye 
du'd make one wonder at thole extravagant Em: 
war, and that inexpretiibic Advantage above 
Moderns* ſome of our Dogmatic Critics give 

m, were there not an extraoidinary Favuy, wn 

tolling their Performances and Virtues, tecaule 
that means they arrogate to themielves the 
tation of underſtanding them better, than 

Men. 'T his makes Rapin tell us what an 
werlal Genius Hemer was 3 and that all the 
it and Sciences are to: be learn'd trom his 
orks, cho* fome others perhaps, not leſs able to 
Mtand him,can not diſcover any fuch Matter, 
the Author of theDialogues of theDead gory wittily 


tz 2 mit 
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intimates in the Dialogue berwixt Homer and «A 
fop- Thele Gentlemen wou'd cover all che Ablt 
dicies of this Poet, with the ſpecious Whim of 4 
gory, never thought of by Homer himielf, But 
may thank his Fate for allotting him a time | 
much remote from ours, elſe: they wou'd not 
tond of him to fo unreaſonable an excels ſince t 
can't allow ao excuſc tor ſmaller Faults in the 
own Countrymen of a later date, fuch ill Pat 
ots are theſe Partial Critics ; for detie Mr. 
wer, and all of his Opinion to parallel in Sha 
ſpear, the Wounds, the Hatreds, the Battles, 
$trifes of che Gods. And he muſt confels, it 
be not a ſworn Enemy to all Reaſon, that 
wer's Tune is a Charalter far beneath, and me 
diſproportionable, than that of De/demonsd, t! 
the firſt be of the Quzen of the Gods, Fove: ih 
ſtec and his Wite, and theother aSenators,D 

ter of /enice, Young Innocent, and Tender. 
De/d:mms be to) humble tor Tragedy, and d 
cover not Elevation of Soul enough i her b; 
and Fortune : Homer's Funo mult be much too | 
for an Heroic Poem, Baving no Parallel for Scc 
ing but,ac Billinſgate. For the turious curtaih 
Qures of a City Wife, who is ſupream Lady 
home,are nothing to hers. This F«p:ter finds,wt 
the only Reedy he has left to ltop her Me 

is to threaten to thralh her Divine Facket, whi 
makes her Son Valcan ſomething concern'd abt 
the Shame *twill be to have his Goddeſs May 
ſuffer the Baftinade betore the Beavenly Cre 
Where is the Nature? Where the Reaſon of thiif 
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We the Noblenefs of 4s Thonghers, the Majeſty of 
Expreftion, andV ariety of bx Numbers made 
ſucceeding Ages fo fond of Homer, as to 
I fome Excuſe tor his failures, in Condut and 
rafters ; isnot Sbakeſpeer more ungeneroully 
alc with, whoſe Faults are made to a pretence 
> deny all his Beautics and Excellence? 
But *ris not theſe Inſtances in the Prince of the 
Peots, (with many more, both as to the 
ut and Charaters) that influence me to 
cline to a better Opinion of the Moderns 
| mean of my own Country) than Mr. Rymer ; 
xd ſome of the Graver Pedants of the Age ; the 
llence I find inShakeſpear himiclf,commands a 
iter Venecation;z for in his Thoughts and Ex- 
flions he diſcovers himfelt Maſter of a very juſt 
Wblervation of things ; fo chat if he had (which 
deny} no Learning, his natural parts word fuf- 
ently have furnith'd him wich better Ethics, 
n our #iypererigic allows him, Bur that which 
avates his Malice is, he extends his cenſure 
den himſelf, whoſe $kill in More! Philoſophy, 
—_— at leaſt equal to his: But wo give 
: Wheld fome Satisfattion, that Shakelpear 
s had as great a Veneraticn paid his Excellence 
Men of unqueſtion4d parts, as this I now ex- 
& tor him, | ſhall give ſome Account of what 
Fave heard from your: Mouth, Sir,” about the 
ble Triumph he gain'd over all the Ancients, 
the Judgment of che ableſt Critics of that time. 
The Matter of Fatt (if my Memory fail me 
wt ) was this, Mr. Hales, of Exton, atfum'd that 
G3 he 
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he wou'd ſhew all the Poets of Antiquity, c 
done by Shakeſpcar, in ail the Topics, 
common places made ufe of in Poetry. The 
nemies of Shakeſpear wou'd by no means yield hi 
fo much Excellence ; fo that it came toa Ref 
tion of a trial of Skill upon that Subjet; & 
place agreed on for the Diſpute, was Mr. 
Chamber at Eaton ; a great many Books were fe 
down by the Enetnies of this Poet, and on t 
appointed day, my Lord Falkland, Sir fobn Such 
lg, and all the Perfons of Qualiuy that had V 
and T carning, and intereſted themſelves in t 
Quarrel, meet there, and upon a thorough Dile 
ficion of the point, che Judges choſe by agree 
out of this Learned and Ingeniaus Aﬀſembly, 
nimonſly gave the Preference to Shakeſpei 
And the Gre:k and Roman Pocts were adjudgtd 
Vail at leaſt their Glory in that to the Eng 
Hero, | coud with, Sir, vou wou'd give the Pt 
tic a juſter Account of this Affair, ws Vindicati 
of that Poet, 1 know you extreamly eſteem, 
whom nong but you excels, 

Shall we herakig ſtill aCmice Shakgſpear 
theſe Learned and Ingenious Gentlemen, or x 
him in a Clats below Sterneld or Hecknoe, wi 
Mr. Kywer, becaute he has not come clole tot 
Rules Ariffctl: drew frons the Practice Of 1 


Greek Poets, whom nothing it ſeems can pleat 


bus the Antic Forms and Methods of the A:bem 
Stage, or what comes up, and ſticks clole to the 
m our Language. 
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I cat) ſ&e no Reaſon why we ſhoudd be {o very 
fond of imitating them here,withour better proofs 
than the Critical Hiſtoriographer has produced. 
(ll Tis certain, the Grecians had not the advantage 
of us in Phyſics, or any other part of Philolophy, 
; which with chem chiefly confitted in words ; they 
"© were a Talkative Peopte 3 and beirg fond of the 
| Opinion of Learning, more than the thing it ſelf, 
. i a5 the moſt ſpeedy way to gain that, ffop theig 
W uiries on Terms, as is evident from their So- 

pbiſtry and Dialettic's, There can be no diſpute 
) "oY among the Learned, but that we excel them in 
theſe Points. Since the time of Des Cartes, when 
the Difates of Greece began tq be laid aſide, what 
a Progreſs has been made in the diſcovery of Na- 
eure? and what Abfurditics laid open in the School 
Precepts, and Terms of Ariftorle, 

But Echics is a Szady not fo abftruſe as the ſearch 
of Natural Canfes and Effeds ; a nice Obſerva- 
tion of Mankind will furniſh a fenfible Man with 
them ; which makes me unable to ghefs how the 
Greeks ſhou'd have fo monſtrous arr advantage over 
vs in this particular, as ſome wou'd give them, 
who are fo far behind us in things of greater dit- 
ficultv ; but it can't be otherways whilſt we make 
that Aze and Nation the Standard of Excellence 
without regard to the difference of Cuſtom, Age, 
Climate, &c. But I queſtion not co make it af- 
pear hercatter, that we much ſurpaſs che Gr 
and Latins, at leaft in Dramatick Poetry. As 
for Expreſſion (the difference of Language conli- 
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derd) che Meri:s of which is proportion'd to you 


(88) 

Idea it pony to the Mind, and for Thowg bt, as 
well as for Deſign. And had you, Sir, bur given 
us an Heroic Poem, you had put the Controveriie 
out-of doubt as to the Epic too, as your Ordipm 
( tor all the Suantum mutatw, Of which a- 
nother time) your Al for Love, and fome other 
of your Plays have in che Dramatic,in the eſteem of 
impartial Judges. 

ad our Critic entertain'd but common Juſtice 
for the Heroes of his Own Country, be wou'd have 
let Shakeſpear's Faules in their erue Light, and di- 
ſiinguiſh'd betwixt his, and the Vicesof the Age; 
tor as Repin (a much juſter and more Candid Cri- 
tic) obſerves, the Po*t often falls into Vices by 
complying with the Palate of the Age he lives in 
and to this may we cruly and juſtly reter a great 
many of the'e is Shakeſpear is guilcy of 
For, He not {aving that advantage che Greek Poet 
had, of a prohgr SybMlence, or to be provide 
tor at the Public Charge, what Fruit be was t 
expc& of his Labors, was fram the Applauſe d 
the Audience ; fo that his chiet aim was to þ 
them ; who not being fo Skilful in Critici/ms, 
Mr. Rymer, wou'd not be pleas d without fon 
Extravagances mingl'd in (tho? contrary to) t 
CharaRers ſuch, and fuch a P'ayer was to At 
This is che Realon that mol of his Treagedies ha 
a mixture of fornething Comical ; the Dah; 
gr. che Age muſt be brought in, the Clown, 
the Valet je\ting wich their Betcers, if he refoly' 
not to difoblige the Auditors, And I'm affuri 
trom very good hands, that the Perſon that Ace 
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Togo was in much eſteem for a Comadian,which 
made Sbake/pear put ſeveral words, and expref 
fions into 2, quo part (perhaps not lo agretable 
Charatter) to make the Audience laugh , who 
had not has ure to be ſerious a whole 


Play. This was the tion of that particular 
& place fo houted at by our Hifforiographer 
Rojal, 


Awake, what bo, Brabantio, &c. 
Am old black Ram u tupping your white Ewe &C. 


© This Vice of the Age it was that perverted many 
of his Characters in his other Plays : Nor cou'd 
it be avoided if he wou'd have his Audience fre 
WF itc Play out, and receive that Profit, that is the 
M chict End of all Poets, To this fame Cauſe may 
MF be attributed all thoſe Quibbles, and playing up- 
del on words, fo trequent in fome of him , as 
off «cll as chat Language that may = r00 rough, 

i and forc'd to the Far, up, and down in ſome of 
She beſt of his Plays. ' 
Aker all, the Head of his Accufation is , That 
"tis not improbable, that Shakeſpear was ignorant 
ot the Rules of Ariforle's Poerics 3; and was imper- 
ſet in the three Unities of Time, Place, and 
Ation, which Horace in his 4rt of Poetry gives 

no Rules about; for that which I have heard 
| quoted from him, has no relation to the Drs: 
folv' kc Unities, 

Nur 

AcYy * Deniq; fit, quod vs, ſimplex duntaxat & unum. 
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a5 is evident from what goes before ; but to the 
Coherence, Unitormity , and Equality of ay Po- 
cm in general —— | 


—— Amphors eayit =” 
Inſtitus, eurrente Rota cur ureeus oxit. 


"Tis only the Concluſion of what he propoſe 
about Seven Verlcs betore, 


Iuceptis gravibus, & magna Profeſſis, &. 


and this of Petroniws is a juſt Interpretation of i 
in my opinion, 

Preterea ne fententia emineant extya corpus ors 

_ Fon expreſſe ſed inteffo weſtibus colore niteant, T 
is, it gives only a Rule char all Poems be of 
Piece and Equal. 

So that ſince he cou'd gather no Inſtrudic 
in this Point from Horace, we may excuſe him fr 
tranſgreffing againſt chem : and this defett | 
greateſt Admirers confebs'd before his Uſeleſs picc 
of ill-natur'd cenſure, and cou'd have Pardon' 
Mr. Rymer, had he gone no farther ; But whe 
he Robs him of all Geanivs, and denies him @©& 
Elevationof a Shirly, a Fleckno, or a Fordan, 
muſt modeſtly return his Complement, and te 
him, That never a Biackamocr (as he learned 
cerms a Negro) in the Weitern Plantations, bt 
muſt have a better taſt of Poetry than himfell 
and that *tis evident from the Woman Judge 

whoſe Judgment, he affures us, ſeklom errs, b 


os 2” ueG HOUR ON WIRE. ER EIPTLT: 


ole 


[ udge 


TS, o 


- 


(91) 
their continual Approbation of Orbello Flamlet, &c. 
he is in the Wrong, 

But ſhou'd we grant him that Shakeſpear waned 
Art (tho! Bin Fobn/en denies it) can he trom thence 
infer he was & Poet? The diſpute of which 
confers moſt to the forming a Poet, (1 mean, a 
Compleat one) Art, or Nature , was never yet 
agreed on z Horace joyns them , Quintillian and 
fome others give it to Nature ; But, till this Gen» 
tleman, never did any Man yield it wholly to 
Art ; tor that all his Arguments both in this or his 
former Book ſeem to drive at. 

A nice Obſervation of Rules, is a Confinement 
a great Genius cannot bear, which naturally covers 
Liberty; and tho* the Froxch, whoſe Genius, 
as well as Langnage, is noe{trong enough to rife 
to the Majefiy of Poetry, are eaſier reduc'd with- 
mthe Diſcipline of Rules, and have perhaps of 
late Years, more exatly obſerv'd 'em. yet I ne- 
ver yet met with any Engliſhman, who wou'd 
pon their Poetry co ours. All that is great of 

amane things, makes a nearer approach to the 
Eternal Perfettion of Greatnefs , and extends as 
much as poſſible its limits toward being Bound- 
leſs : 'Tis not govera'd by Common Rules and 
Methods, but Glories in a Noble Irregulentty ; and 
this not only in Writings, but Aﬀions of fome 
Men. Alexander, C:ſar, Alcibiades, &c. feem'd 
actuated by other Principles than the common 
Maxims that govern the Ref of Humane Kind; 
and in chem the greateſt Virtues have been mixe 
with great Vices, as well as the Writings of —_ 

pear ; 
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ſpear ; yet are they granted Heroes, and fo muſt 
He be confels'd a Poct : The Herces Race are all 
like Achilles, Tura negunt, fibi nata. 

But as I do not think that to be a Great Man, 
one muſt -neceſlarily be wholly, exempt from 
Rules, fo I muſt grant, That Virgil, Sophocies, and 
Towr Self are very Great, tho' generally very Regu- 
lar 3 But theſe are Raricies fo uncommon, that 
Nature has produc'd very few of them, and like 
the Pheenixes oft Honeſty, that live up to the Pre- 
cepts of Morality, ought to have public Statues 
eretted to them. But yet the leſs perte&t ought 
not to be Rob'd of their Merits, becauſe they 
have defes, eſpecially when the Number ot 
thoſe exceed theſe, as in Shakeſpear , all whole 
Faults have nct been able to fruſtrate his obtain- 
ing the end of All juſt Poems, Pleaſure and Profit. 
To deny this, wou'd be to fly in the Face of the 
known expgrience of fo many Yea's. He has 
(I fay) in moſt, it not all, of his Plays attain'd 
the full end of Poetry Delight, and Profit , by mo- 
ving Terror and Þ'ty for the Changes of Fortune, 
which Humane Life is ſubje& to , by giving us a 
lively and juit Image of them (the beſt Definition 
of a Play) for the Motion of theſe Paſſions attord 
us Pleaſure, and their Purgation Profie. Beſides, 
there are iew or none of thole many be has writ, 
but have their Juſt Moral, not only of more gene- 
ral Uſe and Advantage, .but allo more naturally 
the Effe& of them, than that of cheOedipus of So- 
phocles, as may be foon perceiv'd by any one that 
will give himfclf the trouble of a little Thangas 
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and which will in ſome meaſure ap from 
what | have to ſay in the particular ence [ 
ſhall now make of 


* Othelle. 


To begin with the Fable(as our Critic has done) 
I muſt rell him, he has as falſly, as ridiculouſly 
repreſented it, which I ſhall e to put in 
a Juſter light. 


Othello « Noble Moor , o Negro , that bad by 
long Services , and brave At: fabliſh d bimſelf = 
the Opinion of the Senate of CIentfce , wins the Af- 
fetions of. Defdemona, Daughter to Brabantio one 
of the Senators, by the mrving account he groes of 
the imminent Dangers be had paſt, and bazards 
bad wemtur'd through, a belief of which bis known 
Virtue confirm d, and anknown to ber Father Marries 
ber, and carries ber (with the leave of the Senate) 
with bim to Cyprus, bis Province. He makes Cal- 
tio bis Lieutenant, thi Jago, bad ſollicited it by bu 
Friends for bimſelf, which Refuſal joyn'd with a jea- 
loufies that Othello bad bad to do with bis Wife, 
makes bim contrive the deſfruttion of Catho, and the 
Moor, to gratifie bis Rev« "* and Ambition. But 
baving no way to revenge _ ſufficiently on the 
Moor, from whom be ſuppos'd be bad receiv/d a «% 


ble Wrong, proportionabie to the imjury, but the, 

draws bim os a greas deal of Cunning into a fea- 
louſie of bus Wife, and that by a chain of Circumſtances 
emr;y'd to that purpoſe, ard urg'd with all the taking 
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0n/onw4t1ons rmaginable ; particularly by 8 a xy 
«bief, be bad convey'd ts Caflio (which Jago's W 
Rot from Deidemona) io convince the Moor 
Wife was too familiar with bim, having parted with 
ſuch a favour to him, which fo had on ber Marriage 
receiu'd from Othello, with rhe ſtricteſt charge of 
prefer vines ut .- @ Gift of his Mother of Curious 
Work, wel twe. Othello, by theſe meant, 
won 10 4 be 4 of bis own Infamy, reſolves the Mur- 
der of thoſe, by concluded guilty, viz. Caſtio, and be 
ved? 3 Jago officiouſly undertakes , the dipatching of 
Catlio, baving gt bis Connie already, but is r dil 
pppates of bas deign, on ploying one Roderigo ts 
Ns pk, who Bad follow 4 bum from Venice, in 
bots by bis means to enjoy Deldemona, 4: Jago bad 
 promisd him, But the Moor effetiually puts by 
Revenge in Execution on bis Wife, which 1s no ſooner 
ne, but be's convine'd of bis Error, and in remorſe 
Kill; bunſel, wh irs, the Cauſe of all this Villa 
wy, having ſlain bisWife for Fab fe it , is born 
way 10 @ more 1Lomimuous Puniſhment, as more pro 
portion's to bis Villanics, 


The Fabl to be ad. muſt be Admirable and 
Provab/e, and as it ap thole two, tis more 
or leſs price i in its 4 *_p Admarable, is wy is 
uncommon, and extraardinary, Probable, is what 
is agreeable tro common Opinion. This muſt be 
Se Tei of this Fable of _ but then we mult 
not take it, as given us by ant Drolling Critic, 
who very truely contefech iris 9m. Book, 
(and in that he is nv Changeling) he mult be 


merry 
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merry out of Seaſon, as he always is ; but as I 
have laid it down, elſe we ſhou'd do Shakeſpear a 
great deal of Injuftice. 

I ſuppoſe none will deny that it is Admirable: 
that is, compos'd of Incidents that happen nor 
gery day , his Antagoniſt confeſſes as much; _ 
there is therefore nothing but the Probability of it 
ataqud by him, which I queſtion not either 
wholly to prove, or at leaſt to fer is on the ſame 
_ with the belt of Sopbecles, that of his Oe- 


" 

Fiſt, to fee whether he have ſinnd againſt 
Probability, Iet us conſider what our Ca- 
viller obje&s, all which may be reduc'd to two 
Points, Firſt, That 'tis not probable that the Se- 
nate of Venice (tho* it uſually employ Str 

ſhould employ a Moor againh the Turk : neither 
sit in the next place probable , that Deſdemons 
ſhou'd be in Love with hin. On this curns all 
the Acculation, this is the very Head of his of 
keading. 

Ali che Reaſon he gives, or rather implies, for 
the firſt Improbability is, That *cis not likely the 
State of Venice, wou'd employ a Moor, ( taking 
tim for a Mahowetan) againit the Turk, becau | 
of the mutual Bond of Religion. He, indeed | 
lays not ſo, but takes ir. for granted that | 
O:bello muſt bg rather for the Twkjh intereſt than 
the Venetiaw, becauſe a Mor, Burt, I chink (nor- 
does he oppoſe it with any reaſon) the Charar 
er of the Venetian State being to employ Stran- | 
gers is theis Wars, it gives ſufficient ground to 


our 
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our Poet , to ſuppoſe a Moor employ'd ty %em 


as well as a German; that is a Chriſtian Moor, as 


Othello is repreſented by our Poet, for from fuc 
a Moor, there cou'd be no juſt fear of treachery 
in favour of the Maebometans, He tells us — 


I fetch my Life and Being from Men of Royal Siege. 


Suppoſing him cherefore the Son or Nephew of 
the Emperor of Monemotepa, «Ethiopia or Congo, 
forc'd to leave his Country ior Religion, or any 
other occaſion, coming to Ewrope by the conve- 
nience of the Portugueze Ships, might after feve- 
ral Fortunes, ſerve firſt as a Voluntier till he had 
«vn himſelf, and prov'd himfelf wotthy of 

mmand ; part of this may very reaſonably bs 
drawn from what the Poet makes him ſay. Now 
upon this-Suppoſition, it appears more rational, 
and probable,the YVenetiens thou'd expay a Strat- 
ger, who wholly ,depended on themſelves, and 
whoſe Country way too remote, to influence him 


to their prejudice , thag Strangers , whole 
Princes = in ſome js.” ag their Actions 
for their own Advantage. Bur that Orbello is ſup- 
pos'd to be a Chriſtian is evident from che Second 
AR, and from theſe words of Fago ;i—— 4nd ther 
for ber to Win the Moor, were't to renounce bis Bap- 
tilm, &c. Why therefore an African Chriſtian 
may not by the Venetian: be fuppos'd to be as zea- 
lous againſt the Turks, as an Exropean Chriſtian, | 
cannot imagine. So that this Buſtle of Littors 
lntoribus Contraria, &c, is only an inconſiderate 

amuſement 
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Amuſement, ro ſhew how little the Gentleman 
was troubled with thought when he wrote ig, 

No more to the purpole, is that Heat he ex- 
prefles againſt Shok/pear: giving a Name to his 
Moor , thiugh Cirehio did not, though Hiſtory 
did not warrant it, For this can be na more ob- 
jetted to our Poet, then the perverting the Cha- 
rafter of Dido, and Pun nb the Chronolo- 
gy to bring her to the time of «/Eneas, is to Yor 
git; the firſt as "tis not mentian'd in Hiſtory, fo 
t docs not contraditt it; but the laſt is 'a plain 
oppoſition to expreſs Hiſtory, and Chronology, 
It Virgil be allow'd his Reafon tor doing that, 
Shakeſpear is not to ſeek for ane for what he has 
done. Twas neceflary to give his Moor a place 
of ſome Figure in the' World, to give him the 
ftreater Authority, and to make his Actions 
the mores Conſiderable, and what place more 
likely to fix on, than Venice, where Strangers are 
admitted to the higheſt Commands in Military 
Afﬀairs. 

'Tis granted, a Negro here does ſeldom rife a- 
bove a Irumpeter, nor oten perhaps higher: as 
Fenice, Bat then that proceevs From the 
Vice of Mankind, which 1s the Poers Duty as he 
informs us, Q Correct, and to reprelent things as 
they ſhould be, nor as thev are. Now tis certain, 
there 18 no reaſon in the nature of things, why a 
Negro of equal Birth and Meric, ſhould nor be on 
anr equal bottom , with a Germany Hollander, 
French-man, &c. The Poet, theretore ought to 
lo fiſtice” to Nations, as well as Parions, and 
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Aet them to rights, which the common courſe 
of things confounds. The ſame reafon ſtands in 
torce for this, as for puniſhing the Wicked, and 
making the Virtuous fortunate, which as Rapin, 
and all he Critics agree, the Poet, ought to do, 
though it * generally happens otherways. The 
Poet hastherefore well choſen a police P2ople,to 
caſt off this cuſtomary Barbarity , of confoing 
Nations, without. regard to their Virtue , 
Merits, to flavery, and contempt for the meer 
Accident of cheir Complexion. 

I hope Lhave brought by this time as convin- 
cing ptook for the probability in this particular, 
as Mr. Rymer has againſt it, if I have not wholly 
gain'd my Point. Now therefore I ſhall proceed to 
the probability of Deſdemons's Love for the Adoer, 
whichlIthink is ſomthing more evident againſt him. 

Whatever he aims at in his inconſiltant Ram- 
ble againſt chis, may be regluc'd to the Perſon 
and the Manner. Againſt the Perſon he quotes 
you two Verſes out of Horace, that have no more 
reterence to this, than——# the Beginning God 
made the Heaven and the Earth, has to the proot 
of the 7s Dromum of lay Biſhops, the Verſes are 


theſc, 


Sed non ut placids coeant immitia, wen ut 
S.rpentes avibus gemimentur, tiegribus agni. 


unleſs hs can prove that the Colour of a Man l- 
ters bis Species, and turns kim into a Braff of 
Devil. Tis fuch a vulgar Error, oe ofpnns! 6 
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fondneſs of our Selves, co allow nothing of '"Hu- 
manity to any but our own Acquaintance of the 
fairer hew z that I wonder a Man, that pretends 
to be at all remov'd from the very Dreggs of 
the thoughtleſs Mob, ſhould eſpouſe it in fo pub- 
lic a manner a Critic too, who puts the Poet : 
in mind of correfting the common corruptions 
of Cuſtom. Any Man that has convery'd with 
the beſt Travels, or 1cad any thing of the Hiſto- 
ry of thoſe parrs, on the continent of Africe, 
diſcover'd by the Portugueze, muſt be fo far from 
robbing the Negroes of fome Countrys there of 
Haumenity, that they mult grant them not only 
greater Heroes, nicer obſervers of Hononr, and 
and all the Moral Virtues that diſtinguiſh'd the 
old Romans, but alſo much beter Chriſtians 
(where Chriſtianity is profe'd) than we of Eu- 
rope generally are. They move by. a nobler Prin- 
ciple, more © free and generous, and not 
luch ſlaves to fordid Intereſt, 

Aﬀter all this,Orbe/lo being of Royal! Blood, and a 
Chriſtian, where is the diſparity of the March 7 
If either ſide is advanc'd tis Deſdemens. And why 
muſt chis Prince h a Chriſtian, and of 
known and experienc'd Virewe, Courage, and Con» 
dutt , be made fuch a Monſter, that the V+ 
netian Lady can't Jove him without perverting 
Nature ? Experience tells us, that there's nothing 
more common than Matches of this kind, whete 
the Whites, and Blacks cohabir, as in both the 
tndies : and Even here at home, Ladys that have 
not wanted whire Adorers have ingule'd their- A- 
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morous Dalliances, with their Sable Lovers,wich- 
out any of Orbellors Qualifications, which is 
proof enough, that Nature and Cuſtom, have 
not, put any luch unpallahle bar betwixt Creas 
tures of the fame kind, becauſe of different co- 
lors, which I hope will remove the improbabili- 
ty of the Perlon, eſpecially when the powerful 
Auxilarys of extraordinary Merit and Vertues 
come to plead with a generous Mind 
The probability of the Perſon being thus con- 
firmed, 1 ſhall now conſider chat of the Adannes 
of his obtaining her Love. Tothis cad we muſt 
Nill keep in mind the known and experienc%d 
Vixcue of the Advor which gave Credit, and Au- 
thority to what he {aid ; and then we may ealily 
luppole the ſtory of his Fortunes, and Dangers, 
would make an impreflion of Pity, and admira- 
tion at leaſt on the bolom of a Woman, of a no« 
ble and generous Nature. No Man of any ge- 
nerous Principle, but muſt be touch'd at fuff ring 
Virwe, and value the noble fufferer, whoſe Cour 
Tage and Bravery, bears him through uncommon 
Trials and! extraordinary Dangers. Nor would it 
have lefs force on a Woman of. any Principle of 
Honour and tendernels3 ſhe ruſt be mov'd and 
pleasd with the Narration, the mult admire his 
conſtant Virtue, and Admiration 3s the firſt ſtep 
to Love, which will ealily gain upon thoke who 
haye once entertain'd it. | 
Dias in Virgil was won by the Tre an (tranger 
ſhe never faw before, by the relation of his for- 
tancs and Eſcapes 3 and forme particulars a 4 
G at * 
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Narration of «A£neas, carrys full as ridiculous and 
ablurd a Face as any thing, Orbello lays ; the 
moſt crifling of which is, | 


Hind of the Cannebals that each other eat 
the Anthropophagi, and Mean whoſe Head: 
do grow beneath ther Shoulders, 


for all the reſt is admirably fine, chongh otr 
wondertul Critic can't reliſh it, there is a moving 
Beauty in each Line, the words arc well choſen, 
and the Image they give great, and Poetical; 
what an Image does Deſarcs Jie give? that very 
Epithert is a pertect Hyporypofus, and feems to place 
me in the midit of one, where all the active hur- 
ry of the World is loſt; but. all that can fay, 
will not reach che excel:ence of that Epichet © 
many properties of fuch a place meet in it. -Buc 
as tor the Canmbals, Kc, and the Men whoſe Heads 
grow beneath their Shoulders. | have heard it con- 
demn'd by Men whole caſt I generally approve, 
yet mult they give me leave to diflenc trom them 
here , and permit me-cither wholly co juſtific 
Shakeſpear, even hete, or at leaſt to put himon 
an cqual bottom wich Virgil, in his moſt beauti» 
tul part. For the faulc lyes cicher in the Inpro- 
bability of thoſe things, or their Impertinerce to 


the bufinels in Hand, Firlt Probability we know 


is built 0n common Opinion ; but 'ris certain 
the Cambals have been generally believed, and 
that wich very good grounds of Tru; fo that 
can be no doubt of the probability 06f char. 
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Next for the Men whoſe Heads grow beneath their 
Shaulders, though that is not eſtabliſh'd on fo good 
a Foundation as Truth ; yet the general Tradi- 
tionary beliet of it in choſe days, is ſufficient to 
give ic a poctical probabilicy. As this was not 
Inprobabie, 1o neither was it Impertinetiy for 'tis 
certain, that whatever contributed to the railing 
her Idea of his Dangers and Eſcapes, muſt con- 
duce to his aim, but to fall into the Hands bf 
thoſe, whom not the fury of War, bur that 
of Cuſtom makes Cruel, heigltens the danger, 
and by conſequence the Concern, eſpecially in a 
young Lady poflefsd wich the legend of the Nur- 
fery, whence ſhe muſt have amazing Ideas of the 
of the brave Mecr trom them. 

But ar worſt, Sbakeſpear is on as good a bottom 
as Virgil, in this particular; che Narrative of 
ef ncas, that won the Heart of Dido, has many 
things full as crifling and ablurd as this, if not 
far more? For is there not as much likelyhood 
that there ſhou'd be a People that have their 
Heads grow beneath their Shoulders, as the 
Race of the -Cytlps, that have' but one Eye, 
quit beneath "their Forheads , and that Poly 
phomus bis Eye was as big as a Greaes Shield, 
or the Sun; or that he cou'd wade through the 
- Sea, without being up to his middle. Can there 
be invenced any thing fo unnatural;as the Harpys 
im the third Book, who had-the Faces of Virgins, 
Wings, Feathers, &c. Of Birds, and'a human 
Voice, as 35 Evident from the inf olia vates, that 
foretold *em they ſhoud not build their wy 
«þi -- « | A ny, 
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City, vill had eaten their Tables, or Tren- 
—_ by the way was a trivial and ridi- 
lous a pun, as the event ſhew'd, when 
ls/us found out the wy nor is Scylla a more 

$ 


natural mixture. But let's hear the deſcription of 
all three from Yogil himſelf, leaft I be py 
to injure his Memory, fult of the Harpys in 


Virgines volucrum wultus, fadiſima ventris, 
es, wee, Manus, & pallida ſemper 


Ora fame. -—— 


The beginning of Horac?s Art of Poetry, Huma- 
no Capits, Oc, ſeems a Copy of this; nor is Sy#4 
a more Homogeneous Compolition, — 


At Scyllam ccis cobiþet ſpelunca latebris 
Ors exſertantem & wa axs irabent em. 
Prima bomimis facies, & pulchro pettore wingo 
Pube tenus, imman Corpore prifs 
De/phmum Caudas utero commi(a luporum. 


Then for the Cyclop P us, the Grecian he 


takes abord, tells him his Eys is 


Argolici clypei, aut Phebee lampads Infar. 

and a little after leſt chis Soahs taken'as an "uk 
magnily ing it by the terror of the icar- 

NB; in own Perion, he ſays of him 
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Graditurq; per quror 
Tam medium, nicdum finds laters ardus !imxit. 


The Abſurdicies in Homer are much more nu- 
merous than thote in Virgil, (1 mean thoſe chat 
mult pafs for tych, if this in Sh«keſpear. is ſo,) But 
becaufe they relate not.to this particular, I ſhall 
fay nothing of them Here: All chels. I have 
remark'd in the Narration of «£z:&, hinder'd 
not, but that it won the Heart of Dude, though 
firmly bent againſt a fecand Amour, 


Wile recs primus, qui me ſivs Jumxit amores 
Abſtulit ; ille "Ea [ecuy, [ervag; ſepuchro. 


efpetially one that Wai not Nike to He for very Hos 
norable: Dr{Jemimna had no fach rye, to ſicel her 
Heir” againit Orbellos Topyue, naicalon wo curb 
thar Pifffon ſhe ne'vs Ft beforg, when che pre- 
vailing Virtue of te Mow, aitagud her Hearts 
well tay we therctore blievs Deſdanone ſhou'd 
yiclkd the fame force, that conguer d Dido, 
with AT her Refolutions and. Engagements, to the 
memory _ of Sechceus. , Hear how. the cries - out 
fo her Siſter Ann, 


Quis pon bic neftri; ſuecefſit [edihus: buſpes 

Quem feſt ore tefens? Quam forts pettore & 
Arms ! 

Credo equidem, nic vane fades, nga ee doarium. 


Dy eneres anmos rmmor ap uit, quaivusi wile 


ſaGtatur fati:, Cuz bella exhaulta Canebat. 


and 


of ot St 
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and at the beginning of this fourth Book, 


ja ae wronay infux4 pett ore Viltus 


008 A 900 of the firſt Book confirms 
15 


Muita ſuper Piiamo Rogians ſuper Heldore mulia.. 
con'd «Anea: his Story not, ane, jot more no» 


or probable make ftranger 
1 Gol, => gp bop nt er wn mb = 


and. muſt ic be 
rags, Im incredibie, that the - 


| nut make Ocbe!ls 
aMan? ay fro wr pegs whe pm _ 
to thiak, Shakeſpear took the the Copy trom Verge. 


rms ieeefliy.hennghs,: chan 
believ'd by the Rowen:s, fince NE Rs 
{rgmm, believing chele «ritles, that Seveca in his F+ 


heres on? y eng Caviller, wi 
&'anc it no fuch monſtrous gat 
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[ think this Tale wou'd win my Daughter too, 


Rap'n ) 
bilicy, evn in tis beſt 
-p- nr res ue. Feautibry net 
nay | 


has it) Ocdipus ought not to have been 
the aſſaſſinate of Lains, the ignorance bes in 
Murd:r, which makes all the Brawty of the intrigue, 
»« mot probable ; and it a Man wou'd play the 
with this Fable of Oedipus, it would full 
as ridiculous a Comment, as witty Mr. 
has done ut nb ertrey ert 
in imitating fo great a Crit 

Firſt,chen let all Men before they defend them- 
ſelves on the High-way, think well of what they 
do, left not being Mathematically fure he's at 
bome, be kill his own Father, which pres 
fomerhing dangerous in this Age, where ſuch boon 
Blades frequent the Road, fuch good-naturd 
Ladics have the diſpoſing of our fate; Neut 


7 S2F>=2=z ES FE EORZDSCPFoomnN e © = ow 


f 

j 
Q 
b 
n 
" 
ll 
i 
Oo 
11 
n- 
ey 
al 
I 
ON 
rd 
21 


(107) 

Next, let &ry Younger Brother, that ventures 

to ride in Re be very circum- 
ſpeR, leſt he marries his own Mother. 

Thirdly and Lafily, This may be a cautioneto 

Paw x og boys cbenn, So erutito a 


rotten Reed that will be of lictle uſe to ſince 

all is whirl'd about by an ynavoidable I 
Theſe un han che wan row True Jeeves 

ble ofOedipes than thoſe wond'rous 

from that of Orbello, Nay, the moral 


dudes hisOedipes with ,willſerve as j 

ay yay raph wry PEE 
das gy ve. 

s ſo very fmgular and enFrridorey none, , 
bible, it ever cou'd have www. rp on the 
band,che fataljealouſic ot Orbelle, and theRevenge 
of Zago,are the natural uences of our 


vern'd Paflions, which by a oo of ſuchTragi- 
d,may be the berrer 


cal effects of their bei 
'So that tho' Orhells 


ht oma wi 6 ar ms, 
4 yet it ſets out one 
Value. If ic be a fault in 8 , that it end 
not with ſuch a ſentences So is guiley of no 
kels in his Philaftates, which not concludes 
without any Moral, but is alſo inca of being 
reduc'd to any, at leaſt of any moment, Whereas 
Fro ogiry a Hamlet, —_— moſt of 
's Plays, prove a mighticr con- 
lequence than any in Sopbocles, except 
viz, that Uſurpation, nous Arne" wa 
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irregular of Shoktſpedy's Plays, contains two or/ 


three luch Fables, as that of Philoteres, which ans 
ſwers not one of the ends of Poetsy ; lor it nei- 
ther pleales or profits, it moves neiches Terror nor 
, comaining only a dry account, with. 
out” any variety of the pertwaſions of Pyrrbas, to 
pet Phulotl eter wo en with him co Troy with the Ar- 
rows of keravles 5 who alter he had by Treache- 
ry gair'd em, as fooliſhly reliores 'em to him a- 
gain, and Trey might have ſtood long if 
Herewler had not come from the Gods, to 

the ſtubborn Fool, that rather chole to be miſcra- 
ble himfclf ; with his cadlefs av am, 75%, arzi/20ts 
and his Complaints of his Foot, fomething like the 
Tumors Chilblains Carmifmics, Oc. rak'd by 
Mr. Rymer. And all that can be learnt th 
Play of Sophocles is, 

Firſt, That we never ſend Bays of our Er 
rand, unleſs we have a Gad at command to 
make up the buſincls he has fpoil'd 3 it we mean 
, our buſineſs ſhall be choraughly done, and not the 
fate of a Nation facritic'd to a pain in the Fooe, 

Secondly, Not ro eruſt Strangers we never faw 
hetore, tor a fair 'Fale, with our Satery and Tiew 
ſure, without a Mathematical Demonſtration of 
their Fidelity and Fruſt, 

Laſtly, "That all Men wich fore Feet ſhou'd not 
deſpair of a Cure. 

But I have dwelt fo long on the Fable, that | 
have not time 5 gg the other Pc 


as the Charaters, T 
, the aprons and etl Lg 


ly as I ought ; 
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{ , for *ewou'd require a Volumn near as 

uy y rhe off according to Fe 
worth ; with all che proofs from Grammar or 
' B Rhetoric of their Truth and Juſtneb. The Fable is 
+ & lookd upon by Repin, and after him by our Glee» 
wr of Criticiſms, as the Soul of the Play, andthere- 
jore I may be excus d tor my prolizity in its de- 
fence, and allow'd a little more time for a full 
Juſtification of the other parts of Shakeſpear, at- 
taqu'd with lefs Reaſon and Juſtice: Mr. Ryaver has 
tiken above ten Year to digeſt his Accufſi 
and therefore it can't in reaſon bethoughe I ſhou 
not in half fo many days be able to, perform all 
the work he has cut out ; Nor canl proceed to a 
particular conſideration of all the rafters of 
this Play atchis time. Deſdemons | think is the 
molt faulty ; but ſince our Ant will have 7s- 
'* Bl 7, the moſt available, 1 confine my felf 
0 i to that. 
n What I have faid in the beginning of my Vin- 
0 If Cication of Shats/pear, mutt here-be recolledted on 

Jogos behali; belides which, | have ſome other 
w £8 conſiderations to offer, which I hope will ligh- 
«+ I en che infupportable load of Contempt, ' and 
ol UF Kidicule caſt on him by our Caviller, 

Firſt, Therefore in our Judgment of Jage, we 

ot FF mult follow the Rule of Horace, fo much ſtood 
opon by Mr. Kyavr. 


| 
th Intererit multum 


ub } Cholons an Hfyrine, Thebs nutrites, an Argic 
'n, | | Wo 
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We are not only to reſpe& the profeſſion of thi 

Man in our Judgment of te Charatter, but we 

muſt alſo have an Eye to his Nation, the 

he was born in, and the prevailing temper of the 

People, with cheir National Vices 3 by this Rule 
, an alien; by Nature 'Se/fj 


oful 
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It runs thus in Horace, | 
m—— Honor atum i forte _ Achiliem 
Impigir, Jracundas, Inexcrabils, Acer, 
Turs neget fibr Nata, nibil non arroget arms, 


'Tis plain from what goes before, and what fol 
lows aſter chat Heract meant not this, at leaſt for 1 
general Charatter of all Soldiers, but only as a 6 
reQtion for the drawing Acbille;, or fach a Hero; 
for he's enumerating the Mawners, of thoſe public 
Charatters, that were generally made uſe of by 
the Rowan: in their 'I'ragedics, follows. 
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Sit Medea ferox invitl aq, Flabila Ino, 
Perfidas Ixion, Jo vaga, tris Oreties, 


nd a fowLinesbefore he is giving the Char ie 
ſeveral Profeflions and Ages, from whence he 
proG 


to theſe icular CharaQters of Acbilles, 
on Medea, &c. — trom the known Stories 
is 


of them, and this is confirm'd by what he joyns 
to this; 


Siqnid inexpertum ſcene commuttus, KC. 


you take known Perſons, that have 
trod the Stage, this muſt 
z bucif you bring ſome new 
that was never there before, then 
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cunceive theſe to be oppoſite to thoſe in 
Togo, "The Charatters or Manners, as the fame 

w obſerves, are to be drawn from Experience ; 

1. 4nd chartetts us, char they differ in Soldiers ac- 
carding to their Nature and Diſcipline 3 that alfo 
4. 1s us that the Camp is not free from V 
Wyplantings, and all the effetts of the molt . 


0 val of Paſſions, and this indeed is evident from... 
the Draught Homer gives us of the Grecian Camp, * 


where Love was not judg'd fo contrary to the Cha- 
rafter of a General, as Mr. Kymer wou'd have it 
ought : Acbilles and dgamemnen bavirg both their 
almir'd Captives. And tet Mr. &ywer fay what he 
pleaſe, 1 can prove that 'cwas the Love of Briges, 
...j that troabl'd 4cbilles, and confirm'd his anger, 
toll © well as the meer affront of haying his he 
| en 
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ken from him, but of that in another In 
ſhoregtheTherſi cs of Homer diflers as much from the 
Soldiers of Mr. Kymer: acquaintance,as Fago does ; 
nor is he the only Soldier chat cou'd difſemble. $:. 
now in Vigil, and Neoptolemus in Sopbocles, are a 
guiley of it as he. 

But granting that Jgo's Charalter is defeive 
fomeching in the Manners, Homer and 
have been guilky ( che firſt much more, the other 
not much lefs) of the fame: what are the Wounds, 
Scuffles, Paſhons, Adulceries, "Fe. - Of the Gods 
and Goddefles, obvious ro the meaneſt or ry. 
and beyond all diſpute ? Is not the Charatter of 
Oedipus Colonens of Sopheoclesr, as Napin remarks,*x- 
treamly unproportionable ta Ordipw Tjraunes ? 
And tho' Mr. Rymer is fo levere, to deny that che 
Charatter of Fago is that of a'Soldier, becauſe fo 
different from his Military Acquaintance; yet I'm 
confident howou'd take ir extreamly amif6, If 1 
ſhou'd deny him to be a Cricie, becauſe fo contra- 
ry © all che Critics that | have met with, play- 
FAY the merry Droll, inſtead of giving ſerious and 

id Realons for what he advances. 

The other Charatters of chis Play I muſt defer 
vt another time, as well as a detence of 
lus Thoughts and Exprefhion, both which he whol- 
ly denics him 3 and with an extravagantly wor 
dertol Atlucance publicly tells us ; that che Neigh 
mg of a Horte has more Hama (fot char is !1's 
urycilm } than the Tragical of Shake 
/pear. WP 
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m tbe Humble Bees ; 
1 crop their waxes Thighs, 


, and Gambo| in bis 
pricecks and Dew 
ow 
ro 


_—— oo A 
--, r 
b--- 


Ry 
| 


ER S252 


CE vec oe _ eaten vw coasc. cox coo 623” 4.x 


Titan : Be kind and courteous to 
Hoy in bu Walks 
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Beſpeak them thus ; | thank ye Countrymen, 


And thas full dorag thay be paſi'd along, | 
Durcher i vor Richard cv. by th 
Yorks Ar in « Theatre the Eyer of Men, 
After @ well grat'd Attor leaves the Stags 


Are idly bent an bim thet enters nes 
Thinking bu pratile ts be tedieus | 
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me, fo that 1 think our Critic better deſerves 
Arraignmens 7ibsrius gave the Pace, for 
amenwnon, W Character at heit, was 
but a Child of Fancy, and therefore ſubject to 
the Poets Will , but to Blaſplicme fugh a viſible 
Excalleuce, Merits che higheſt contewpe, if not 


a greater Puniſhment, 


Shake/pears Numbers carry ſuch anHdarmoniaus 
Majelty, chu what Rapin and lame uhert Critics 
fay of Homer, is juſtly his due; they give a noble 

ty 40 alice mcancit things. 'T'is true , the 
Wards be foragtiomes ulgs, by their abfolcrenefs 
renders ſome of his Expreſſions s liccle dark, but. 
then we muſt remember the great alteration our 
Language has undergone fince lis time ; but ex+ 
I 2 amiis 


e- 
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of his Words, you'l ſeldom 
of Bombaſt , (tho' laid to his 


are generally fo well forted, that they prefent us 
wich fo lively and ſenſible an Image ot what they 
import, that it fixes it felt in our Minds, with an 
extream fatisfaftion ; and the more we view it, 
the more ic gains upon us. 

I ſhall hereafter ſtep into the Scenes with Mr, 
Rymer, and alſo examine his Narrations, Delibe- 
rations, DidaQic and Parheric Diſcourſes, which 


are all that are made uſe of in Tragedy,jin which 


if he ſometimes err, he has yet perform'd well ; 
and amidſt his faults yod ſhall find fome thoughts 
of a great Genius, IJ ſhall only now obſerve «© 
paſſant, in defence of that Scene, berwixt ago 
and Othello, that we ought not to be impoſed on 
by poſitive aſlertions, or think becauſe Mr. &y- 
wer tells us fo, that half words, and IguOUs 
Reflexions, do not naturally work up Jealouſie, 
- or that *tis not natural, for Othello to catch at 
blown ſurmiſe., Thele Afſertions of our Crit 
ſhew him to be very ignorant of the very na- 
ture of this Paſſion, for as tis reduc'd to the pri- 
_ Deſire by the Moraliſts, fo *tis thus by them 
n'd, | 
Tealowſie is a fear of looſing @ good we winch 
value ſ efteem, ariſmg from the lealt cauſe 
of Suſpicion, 


— 


© Wa & 


Ochello's approach, conſciouſly retires, whi 
\tho' he did to avoid his Anger not Jealouſie ; yet 
7ago improves the opportunity to his , 
with an-—1[ like not that ; (then to awake the 


Moors Jealoufie by degrees , he takes occafion _ 


from Caſſos departure to queſtion him— did 


» 
ſhou'd 
natural conſequence of which is the 
ouching a jealous Nature , with curioſity in a 
, that fo nearly related to his Ha Fry 
word rousd fome furmrize 3 and as Ovid ob- 
ſerves, cuntts timenns Amantes, Lovers fear any 
A But more of this hereafter. In rhe 
in the mean_ while I'm confident , ery 
Mans own Sence will ſupply my defeR of a par- 
ticular defence of the working up of OrbeHls's pal 
ſion of Jealouſie. 
> And now Sir, 'tis time to turn my Thoughts 
4 } from a defence of Shakyſpear, to an excuſe of my 

own Tranſgreſfion, in addrefling this Eflay to 

you without asking your Leave. I'm not for 

w Þ} aking pardon tor an Offence, before I have 
committed it, ncaa ry willing it potlible, 

3 rg 


tear to 1 
know, 
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were 
Poliarchus. 
There are T 


roubles that attend us 
iy Li he wes wo Ferbpatly Ghantng 
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Cauſe, we ſhall find we our ſelves in one kind or 
other, have in ſome degree contributed to'em.For 
who can be of a generous Temper, and not bear a 
AMiad? his ge dow wich ol 


odierchus is as laſting in my 
and as I am the moſt unfortunate 
loſs, fo can all other Afﬀictions be but like drops 
of Water into the abyſs of the-Sea: Yet have I 
met lately with an additional Grief, that bears a 
much greater proportion. | That dear Mother I 
have been in care for, is now taken from me to 
the number of the bleſt above ; my ten- 

der Love, and grateful Duty, was ſuch for my un- 
equaV'd Parent, that had I not known how to 
live afrer the Los, and Aﬀittion you ſaw me in, 
1 cou'd ſcarce haye fu this; bur That has 
made me know that there s 4 vaſt difference be- 
twixt Tears ſhed for theſe whom Death chooſes, and 


culy ences 


Thoſe who moke choice of Death, rather than 
live without what they coo much valu'd, This 
vaſt conflux of misforcuncs, gives me a greater 
defire to be affur'd what knowledge my departed * 
in their 
ſacred 


Friends will have of me at our meeti: 

bleſt abode, for fince I've commirted t 
Memory of Polarchws to your care,(whichwhillt 
I hve,can never dye.) Iam eternally — 


\ 
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lon an to Mop. lwih ay fad Story 3 buy 
Y 


quires. 

I am extreamly ſenſible of your generous com- 
wpyem _—_—_ [you that wing t loa converſt 

is ki ith the i Theopompus, my 

Eſteem cou'd then be Aon. oro no arvan Ber 
but what great value he had. for what de 
Live and Efteem from all the World, my bef# and 
deareſt Poharcbus: Burt now you have engag'd me 
the way that moſt prevails with Humane Nature, 
by a Real Senſe of my Pain. That is (6 gene- 
rous a piece of good Nature, that *tis to be ad- 
w'z'd wherever *tis found 3 and in return, I wou'd 
if 1 cou'd forbear tormenting you any more with 
- Ape Bok data hone bln 

ints to one, W y appr L 
and fo excellencly-applys the Cordial of u ad 
Advices. This nmkes you often troubl'd wi 
Melancholly Lifez for I declare 1 had 
read your obliging Expreſſions for our dead 
Friend, than all the fineſt things the greateſt of 
' Mankind can fay on any other Subje&, but noe 
to tire you all at once; 1 ſhall here conclude, 
that I am your Friend, and Servant. 


Theoctrine. 
TO 


wo a” MY GY os &@ ww HEE 
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To WON, before 1 had feen her, 


Prudence (Madam) to let you 
extent of your Charms, 


ie deſtroy the Happineſs 1 þ yh in your 
te ; Cruelky and Pride bein Sagrally che et- 
of fo Unlimited a Power. , fince you can- 
pity, wichour knowing the Sufferer, 1 muſt 
you, Divine Maid, that 1 have increa#d 
of yaur Slaves, without fo much as 
of lecing you for all the Sighs you 
me, 
Loyc indeed is an Off ring that tobe laid 
the fofc Alcars of a hat oo ſars 
never was by any, but my lalf, on that of an Us- 
'wrlogas we ca Bleeding Victims of our 


ts, as 35 WG can, and only yield 'em up 
tothe Irreſiſtible Force of the preſent Fair One. 

This, Madam, is the common Condition of 
Lovers ; but as my Paſlion has an extraordinary 
Qhyet in you, Jo have your Beauties an uncom- 
mon Influenge an me: for Charm by I know not 
what Divine Witchery,l Sacrifice my poor Heart to 
your very Name, without putting. You to the ex- 

of one killing Look, to ahlige me to'c ; Re- 
has often engag'd the Cyriofty, but never till 

w won the Mt ons. 

The fiſt ion of you inſpird me _with all 
the tender its of Love ; and being obligy 
taperionate the Lover in Print, I had Re to 
the Divine Idea, I had form'd of you, Madam, to 

gualifis 
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Doubts you were deco make 
/ - Madam 
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To ACME, after I had ſeen ber... 


| 


| . | 


betore Faw you, | 


paftion 
Uncommon z 
you can no 
for fure 
Face 


W of my 
you, I hope 
to dolathar 
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"T'was nes Jed pſp r 29:(nadaing 
ngag defices)' to lee you, 
nar Achrrey 7 nn 
L ligh'd and languiſh'd for you before, without 
Gnemtare lf Ipthag my greedy Eyes with the 
delicious banquet of your Looks. How often did 
Lenvy choſe:your Eyes made. ſlaves, whillt 1 tell 
» victim co your very Name, wichout a 'of 
that Heav'n I dy tor? How often have 1 faid, 


bow ben be P 
—_— ber luke drinks ay tro! Low 


For after Pain he neat» nope 1% 
With a too ewoy'd Fate, wes and Dyes, 
ow nf ng Hajon of her Eyes. 


theſe wore my -hts then Madam, and Ima- 
gination fell ſhort of Reality; for I wou'd not for 
a thouſand greater torments, than the vaſt in- 
anboIny pallion has broogls ms, haps | been 
t00 £00 re © wing you 

laſt Snnday. *Tis wang Lergans not ſufficient 
rw calm all "my Grietfs "and Sighs. An efnpty 
view of Heaven, was not ha, \ewol bounds of 
pr anne x > and Love took it only as an eameſt 
greater Satisfaction, and now makes uſe of it, 
but co aggravate my FG, | nothing 

=_ your Foy __ 

wou d not Madam, put to too an 
expence of Pitty at m, pu [ only ge 
* leave to adore you, and a 2 __ n_ 
and then to ſupport my languiſhing 
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I muſt confeſs your welcome Pity ſhou'd extend 


yy em p=_ we oP 


And cannot a Wreath thus to'd, thus diftrac- 
ed with fuch Wiſhes, merit your Cam- 
ffion ? Can bur Dearh attone for m 

ving you ? And oh too charming Acme ! 1 
e, & | were but as fure of your Picy. as I am of being 
the moſt miſerable of Men whilſt I live, and foon 
a Ghoſt without ic. | 

Give me leave Madam, rohope you will not - 
always deny it me—miſtake me not. This 
hope is not built on an over-weening Confidence 
in my own Merits, (yet if Love be 1 have the 

teſt) but on thatnoble Idea; I form of your 
ind from the Beauty of your Body for fure Na- 
ture cannot be fo propoſterous in the moſt Solemy 
of her Works,as to lcave ſuch outward perfe&ion 
unfmniſh'd within, And pitty Madam, is the grea- 
teſt and moſt conſummate attribure of the No- 
bleſt Mind, as Beauty is of the Body. 

Nay, Beauty is of no uſe nor Advantage with- 
out Picty,- and the cruelleſt of your Sex muſt at 
laſt have recourle to it, after mw have fooliſhly 
lacrihc'd many of the precious hours of flying, 
and irrecoverable Youth to a barbarous and un- 
accountable Cuſtom 3 if they reſolve nor, ſtill 
more fooliſhly to fling away the greatel e 

oi 
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#nd Heart for Heart, as well as Eye for Eye and 


Hand for Hand. And Reaſon wou'd perlwade 

you to lay your coming Years out in Pleaſure, 

jad none {o innocent, 10 laſting, and fo vaſt a 
ve. 

Love's the moſs generous Paſſum of the Mam, 

The ſafef# Refuge Innocence cau 
*Tis tounded in Nature, the World and all Mar 
kind owe their beings toc. 

'Tis true Madam, I am not form'd with all that 
hice proportion,and that curious ſhape, thac Fops 
are fo proud of, and Women fo much covet; 
but yet my Mind (nor is it a boalt to fay fo) e&- 
cells chem. 1 drels not like a Bran, nor do | 


: 
# 


© 


To the Proud Acme. 


T fe Rookg beck my three laſt Letters, Ma- 
a N iakes me ſuppoſe you can take no 
great © in detaining che former, and thar [ 
now do you 2 very grateful Office in fending for 
elm. And Madam,you can'c dowbrbue that ie mult 
be a wond'rous Satisfattion to one fo infinitely ena- 
mour'd, as Tam, to pleaſe you'ar avy Rare. It you 
ſend 'em not, Tſhall conclude, that how-ever un- 
acceptable the Offerer was, the Sacrifi:e was wel- 
come 3 but if you return *tt, 1 ſhall have the 
mighcy comfort amidft my Sighs.co kifs ſomething 
that has couch'd thoſe Hands, that are not us'd to 
beſtow wy Froues oh Men in my Circumſtances. 
Well,Madam,fince you are fo cruel tis well Vee 
fome other Balm in ſtore for my wounded Heart; 
for Wortien to tne like Scorpions,have always been 
their own Cute. Tt their Eyes have piercd wy 
Heart, cheir Vazicy, Folly or Pride, has generally re- 
ſtor'ditto perfett Healcb, And I am {enſible that 1 
ſhall never be entirely andene or [:f in Love, 'rill 


T meet with one as free from offetied—Commeſs, as 


troar 
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from ageted | 5s, and fuch pretty arti- 
ficral , ng Glances,betwixt 4»v1. 
tation and Denyel, as are no ſmall Auxiliarys 


in Acme: Conqueits, The only Bond, Madam, 


, > ſe 
I now have been d*e think ? — Sig bing, Mourning, 
and Zing, to no purpoſe ? rs 4 curſing, 
Fate, Stars, Planets, and all that (as Mr, Bay: 
ſays) for a damn'd Ingrate ? 

But fince "tis now over no more of that, thou 
wondrous fair one, leſt you ſhowd think me yet 
_— cyt ocedb Pergyecdyeny+- . 

y B-ginning \ 10 it here have full a 
A an endl — For the Duce (or any thing, 
but your Eyes) take me, if I am not at this very 
individual Moment within ken of the very place, 
whence I ſet out in my Voyage of Love 3 in which 
ſince you'l not permit meto be your Fellow Tra 
veller. I wiſh you un ban Voyage, Adieu, 

Ma Belk: Dame, 
Adijeu, 
Septimius. 
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To the Ingenions UR A NIA, 
ERY TT ER, 
| boar onnny unealie, Madam, to be ori 


on 

ſuch unequal Terms with you, whilſt you 

know where to direft to me, tho I don't to 

you z and | | thought it as ns 

Grievance as Vizor Masks, by which 

have the unreaſonable ag A. 

invifibly, when RN farc'd c to 

bare-fac*d : Yet asthoſe would þ. cio 

if none but the Ugly and ladiffercnt 

ſo ſhould 1 with the prove er Eaſc 

with my Ignorance of a Direttjoa to you, had 

you either none, or clſe leſs Wit than 

Letters e you have: For %is that 

Charm makes me delire to ſettle a Corre- 

ſpondence with Urania. Nor is this Deſire op» 

polite to your Reſolution of remaining unknown : 

For there ſhall, upon Honour, ie no grihes re 

ty 0459. 900. Fam av. you ſhall allow ; 

ES SY 
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trifling Sex you are not of; this not only the 

> ge of your former, but 206; 5h police Accuracy 
of all your Lojjens per ſuade him, fince you are 

not only free from the falſe Spelling of molt © 

Womes, but: are fo onglacty xeangs Troup ow falſc 


Engliſh 
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Engliſh and Grammar, tHat you diſcover a bet- 
ter Acquaintance with Zilly, than to've paſy'd 
no. further, than flat Caution you quote from 
his Accidens; beſides fome Beautics in the meer 
Writing down your Thoughts, which few Men 
Prattife or Know. 

I ami of the ſame Opinion of you, Madam, [ 
declared in my former ; and becanſe I would 
fain have you a Woman, believe you firmly to 
be ſo : And though G — be ſo poſitive, that the 
Diffidence you pretend of ſelf, is nothing 
but a cunning Subterfuge from the ſureſt Evi- 
dence of your Sex, un Converſation, yet am 


1 (taking you ſtill for a very Woman) both 
pleav'd an diſlatisfy'd with it; for tho' Lam 
pleavd, it ſeems the Child of Modelty 
and Diſcretion, which ſeldom. join with Wir, 
eſpecially in a Woman; Yet am I dillatisfy% 
with it, ſince I find *rwould deprive you of whiat 
it qualifies you for ; Converſation, I mean, with 
Mankind, that, not enly ſecures you from 
the Fate which the Imprudent of your Sex, 
have for want of it, incurr; but alſo becauſe 
it renders you more deſirable to Men of Serie. 
But am, were we. ſuch formidable Crea- 
tares as you ſeem to make us, that you cou'd not 
Converſe with vs but you muſt be Ruin'd, yet 
is there no Danger from me, who have none of 


thoſe engaging Accompliſhments, that are the 
wondrous and bewitchig Engines of your Sex's 
Deſtruttion; as Wir, Sha x Dreſfo Dan- 
cing and Singing ; with reſt of * BYY 
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Train that take with the Fair : For I aſſure 
you Pm Ugly enough, and Dreſs ill wo = 
to be a Wit, and yet am Dull cnough to & 
Handſome, and a Beav. I can neither Sing nor 
Dance, and am yet very Impertinent ; for though 
| talk lirtle, yet even that is nothing to the pux-» 
poſe. So that, Madam, from ſoch a Man, t 
moſt diſiruſtfull Lady need fear no Str on 
her AﬀedCtions, ſince they arc generally .. 44 by 
the Eye or Ear , and if neither of them be won, 

4 Fort of your Heart is ſecure, and lmpreg» 
nable. ; | 

But referring this wholly to your ſelf, all I 
ſhall beg, is a ſettPd Correlpondence with you, 
whether you be a real or. counterfeit Woman 3 
and ſhall therefore conclude with acknowledging 
my Error in not taking more Notice of your 

elſþ Friend ; thongh it may well be Pardoned, 
if the Wit of the Indifter diſarmed all my ſaty- 
ric Rage, and made me rather ſacrifice a juſt 
ladignation to her Praiſe, than forſake ſo plea- 
fog a Theme, for ſo fruitleſs a Labor, as chaſtiſing * 
thoſe inhoſpitable Fricains, who wou'd no more 
now have underſtood or improv'd the w | 
Satyre to Prattice, than they did their , 
when they made the Ingenious Vrari their 
my; whom to retain my Friend, ſhall be the 
Endeavour of, 


Madam, 
Tour bumble Servant, 3 


K 2 


Viridoutat, | 
tEa 
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LETTER IL 


April the 2d. 93- 


Aving at laft recovered your Letter, Madam, 
I ſend this Anſwer t9 prevent your Tron- 
ble of Tranſcribing another Copy. Firſt there- 
fore, Madam, 1 muſt tell you, Pm infinitely 
Proud that you do me the Honor to fix your 
Correſpondence with me; nor wou'd I for the 
World have the Happineſs of this entercourſe of 
Letters broke off on any Accquat, tauch lefs on 
one ſo trivial as you mention : For there's not a 
Line you ſend, but 1 eſteem it more than the 
whole Revenue of the Poft-Office, Though. 1 
muſt confeſs I could wiſh (and that with all 
my Heart) that you were not teaving the Town, 
becauſe I find by this Letter, that there is no 
Danger of your Heart, if I ſhou'd be admitted 
,to your Converſation : For I aſſure you, Ma- 
dam, 1 am far from a Phoenix; though I may 
rhaps, have ſome Pretence to thoſe your dar- 
ing Qualities : And 1 hope the Ambition I ſhall 
ara avow to be the Friend of Urans, will 
excule the Vanity of being more Particular. 

I hate Ingratitude where ever "tis, and can't 
therefore think them Hero's, who eſpouſe the 
+ Quarrdl of the Ingratefull, let their Perſonal 
Bravery or Courage be never {@ great. Then, 

for-Diſſimulation, 1 can ſay this, that 
"gm om loving it, and only practiſe ir ſome» 
| Limes 
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times on Compulſon, as a necellary Evil 


to ſay Truth, the evident Neceſſity of 
made it loſe the Infamy of a Vice, w 


l; an 
it, 

ith al- 
moſt all, and gain'd it the Reputation of a 
Vertue, with the Politick and Wiſe: Nor can in» 
deed any Man be free from it, unleſs he 
to por—__ the Name of a Mad-man , 
frighten all he knows from his Compeny. 
ſider it a little, Madam, and Pm confident you'll 
allow a little Diſſimulation neceſlary to the De» 
corum of good Breeding ; for you can't think is 
proper to tell this ſuperanhuated Matron, that 
all the Paint on her Face will not hide the tell- 
tale Marks of Old Age; or that pretty pratling 
Virgin in all the gay Bloom of her Y that 
ſhe's a Fool,and that ſhe ſhould be filent if ſhe ha*n's 
a mind to ſacrifice all he Trapped her Eyes, 
to the Impertineuce of her Tongue: Or tha 
Bean of Sixty, that all his Charms are borrow- 
cd from his Dreſs and Garniturez, or that 
he's more the Creature of his Vallet, than of Gad. 
Almighty, Gnce the Vallet, has ſo extravagantly 


Transformed him from what God made- him; " 


And io on, to the reſt of the Follies and Vices 
off Mankind, This wou'd be to make one's ſelf 
more unacceptable than a Aſemento Mort in the 
midſt of Joy and Pleaſure, But to proceed, 
Madam, Pm free from Hypocrife : Nor can 1 
think any one an Hypocrite but an Athieſt ; nor 
any one an Athieſt but a Fool. As for the Two 
next Endowments *you require, wiz. a Great 
Soul, and a true No s of Mind, the Pra- 
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tice and different Opinions of the World, have 
rendred the Terms fo ambiguous, that the De- 
finitions of Philoſophy are of ſmall Uſe : 1 muſt 
therefore defire you to explain in. your next, 
what you mean by them, that ſo I may find how 
far I can pretend to *tm; for I'd fain be qua- 
lifed for the incomparable Urana"s Friend. 
Generofity (if I. miſtake not*your Senſe of the 
Word) has been my Yice and Puniſhment. In 
ſhort, Madam, if by Good Humour you mean 
Good Nature, | can put in ſome Claim toc ; bur 
if by*t you underſtand a brisk Jeſt and jovial 
Air, much Talk and more Laugh ; Faith, Ma- 
dam, I muſt own Pm not fond of making any 
Pretence tot. 
Thus much for the Qualities both Negative 
ve.you require in a Friend: Then 
as for the Follies and Yices you Abominate, [ 
thank my Stars : I'm not very guilty of 'em, and 
think AﬀeCtation equally criminal in Gayety, as 
well as Gravity. 
© And now, Madam, fince you have deſcrib'd 
the Phernix that muſt win your Heart, give me 
Leave to preſent you with a rough Sketch of her 
(that's almoſt as rare) that muſt make an ab- 
folure Conqueſt of mine, (for as for tranſient 
Amorets, one indifferently qualified may do.) 
She mult be moderately Fair but no Beauty; 
(and that's the reaſon I bioted atin my laſt, that 
I fi bugro bop were no Beauty) or 
at leaſt, TG only ſo in my Eye: She muſt 
be neither , nor AﬀeCted ; as Witty as Ur«- 
T 4 
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| as free from Opiniature and 
ail ehink her. 1 mean not by Wit, thoſe roiſie 
Repartces of the Cocquets of the Town, which 
you with juſtice Condemn, but a ſenſible Aps 
prehenkon of things, which I'm confident you 


can*c mean, when yon term Wit a Scandal. © Ig 
fine, Madam, ſhe muſt be Eafie and Free in her 


Converſation, very Gratefull, very 
n 


and very Lo her Nature: And when 
find one ſo qualited, Pm entirely her Slave. 
But whilſt 1 purſue my Thonghts, 1 find my 


Later grow why thy which is one Fault of a 
whining Lover, ing mych Averſion, 
Pil bere conclude with an humble Requeſt thar 
| may have Leave to hope | ſhall one Day beſo 
Happy, as to be admitted to your Couvertatian r 


For that, Madam, I muſt own is the greateſt 


Ambition of 
Tour humble Servant 


Viridomar. 


LETTER NL 


You Raillery, Madam, 6n my Loſs of your 
Letter, is as Juſt, as Witty ; and I confeſs 
cal of Confuſion, 


Cadkd . 
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I think my pi grormapyp=s Sq 
Urana 16 an 1 truly, Madam 
the real Val have for  eiioed, that pads 

me alter the Medium of our 
becauſe my Brother had the Fianyeay not => 
to refleft vpon the Direftion you ſent me, . but 
ay Bowe peu Loder to more than I defi;'d 
ſhou'd have leaſure without your Permil- 
ſion. This Dealing with his Brethren of — might 
be'Pardanable, becauſe they have ſame Depen- 
dance on. him; but the Ne Bo that's due to 
your Merit, and the Juſtice that's due to me, 
might wy 6 ng Conghty within the 


7 root aca; OM me this Diſco- 
Heat, for your Letter bas made. me 
an an icreconcileable Enemy to-Difimulation, who 
before was never any Friend to it. . You have 
Madam, new Molded me to your own Deſire; 
and that Vice appears now ſo very Ugly and Un- 
that I'm extreamly aſham*d 1 ever ſaid a 

word in its Vindication : But abave all, I ſhall 
think it a crying Sin, to dillemble with the Di- 
vine Vrans, and for that reaſon, Madam, [| 
muſt tell you, that my Converſation with both 
Sexes, has even & ne ſome reaſon to think Pm 
pretty well acquainged with the general Incliga- 
tions of Magi3nd; this, when 1 read your a& 
count of your ſelf, 'mrakes you {cem to me to de- 
ſcribe an Ange, Bren: ber ny The glorious. 
e me of Uranms, by the Vertuey. 

ED and the Vices he abtory, is ſo &-; 
no, creamy” 
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treamly uncommon, that it looks like the divine 
Greek of ſome Inſpired Poets Fancy, when be 
informs us,by a great of his own Crea- 
ting, what we ſhou'd be, and not like a Reality. 
And your Proſe has the cffe&t of his Numbers, 
conveying Inſtrution in its moſt grateſul Vehi- 
de Pleaſure, and fo fixes the Idea in my 
Soul, and makes me in love with your Mind, be- 
fore 1 ſee your Perſon: And you never PET» 
wade me, that Converiing with you, can cyer 
leſſen my Eſteem for you:. For tho the Wri- 
tings of ſome of the moſt ious aftord a more 
2preeable Entertainment, their b 
yet we may loſe elk deal od yo 
by not taking their Thoughts right; whi 
made Martial rell Fidentinas, that by ill EF" 
his Verſes, he made %*em his own: Bekides, 
am, there are a thouſand Graces in the delivery 
that abundantly iniprove the Senſe, a fair 


Lady ſpeaks, which muſt cncreaſe her Eſteem, 


ind which we loſe when Abſent. And, Divine 
Urazia, (ince your Heart is ſecure in very good 
hands already, I cen ſce no reaſon, ( forgive my 
freedom) why you ſhou'd deny this Favour, 
ince 1 leave to your ſelf the management of the 
loterview, and give you my Word, that you ſhall 
ns the entire government of my Diſcourſe and 
Attions. 

_ Eut, Madam, tho I bave a more earneſt long- 


ng.to Converſe with Urazias, than Slaves for 
Li ty, the lick for Health, the poor for Rich» 
the Ambitious for Honours; yet Divine, 
unknown, 


ts, 
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unknown, ſuch a reſpeCt 1 have, ſuch a 
Veneration for you, that I would Sacrifice even 
this Content ( which perhaps is not of leſs value 
than even Life it felf } ro your leaſt Inconvenj- 
cy, if I was ſare it cou'd not be obtain'd with- 
out prejudice to Uraxi 

I have a great 4&tto ſay about the Greatneſ 
and Nobleneſs of Mind you deſcribe, but that 
wou'd\he too long for a Letter that has already 
exceeded its juſt Bopnds; and | hope, 1 may have 
the liberty ro deliver my Sentiments by word of 
Mouth; only I. muſt ſay that reaſon, not Opini- 
on, general or particular, ought to decide fo 
weighty a Point. But upon the whole, Madam, 
by the Vices you lay down as its Oppoſites I may 
preſume to make ſome ſmall prerention to ir. 

I wou'd fain know what more than good Na- 
ture goes to the compoſing good Humour, lince 
Urama ſays there is more; I take not good Na- 
ture in that general ſence you?hint at, but for a 
freedom from Malice, Envy, Moroſeneſs, &c, 
bat if any part of Gaity be required, Pm at 2 
loſs, for I'm naturally of a Mclancholy diſpo- 
ſition, and dull heavy Conyerſation, as I former- 
ly told you; and perbaps this want of an Airy 

emper, with a little fooliſh Modeſty T've al- 
ways been troubled with, is that, that has made 
me ſtill ſo Unſucceſsful with the Fair, that noae 
cou'd ever be in Love with me, whilſt others & 
with as few Brains, more Vanity, and if : 
ble, leſs agreeable Perſons have prevail'd. Waller $&*r 
ſays, Women ftoop to the "wand oa IEG 
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which are no ingredients in my Charatter, at 
uſt in Love, © my Converſe with your Sex. 
» that, Madam, 1 hope you'll ſcruple no more 
2 give me leave to wait on you, and as | prove, 
nit me into your Efteem, at leaſt as far us 


cold Friendſhip will allow ; or diſcard me for 


ever, a greater Curſe than which cannot fall on 
: Head of, 


Madam, . 
Tour Humble Servany, 
and (if you'l give me leave to ſay ſo) 
Trae Friend, 
Viridomar. 


_— Cn ew. to — 


LETTER IV, 
May 5+ 83. 
Oming to Town laſt night, and havi 


f uſed y I think your Anger 
the Bookſeller, very e Ts i 
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made me read your firſt Letters with ſome Pre 
cill t of all that diſadvantage, your 
Wit and reſs raiſed my Admiration, which 
with each Letter cncreaſing, begot this importy- 
nate defire, you rehift with o cauſcleſs and ſevere 
an Obſtinacy. Ca/eteſs, Madam, becauſe my 0. 
pinion of a grant of a Requeſt, purſucd with that 
ardour and importunity, wou'd be: pure as your 
Stile, LAPS as y=ue r Thoughts ; for Pm none of 
theſe orious formal Hypocrites, that can re- 

ve the Favour, and yet condemn the Beneta- 
or that beſtowed it. Severe to Extravagance to 
make the Deſire its own Obſtacle, after our 
moſt le Parts have brought us acquaint- 
- M Sure, Divine Urns, you'll grant, that or _ 
is in reaſon a more honourable 
Pry rp to Friendſhip, than a Viſit or 
two with a Friend ; yet after this laſt, the moſt 
-—— Lady will permit one to wait on 


You muſt therefore, Madam, Pardon me, if 
what you have urg'd, do not reconcile me to 
' your Denial; nor have you by any means as ffcar 
Reaſons for this, as againſt Diſſimulation; 
or there you oppoy'd the common Practice ge- 
= ok. Erroncous, but here vindicate its falſeſt Yjou 
Principle. 
Fa. Body of good Humoar I have, but wantÞi 
the Spirit and Life, Facctiouſheſs, which per- 
haps your Converſation may inſpire, as Dull as |Þha 
am. 


Your 
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Your Letters Madam, can never be too long, 
for as you find | can never write a ſhort Letter 
to-you, ſo I defire none from you but long ones, 
fioce their peruſal is, if not the only, yet the 


greateſt Pleaſure of, 


_ 
* 


Madam, 

Your Humble Servant, 
Q and Admiring Friend, | 
Jr Viridomar. | 
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A ee your ſelf, admired Vranie, that this 
generous Compliance of yours with my re. 
ared Importunities to fee you, never 
auſe any opinion but what is the Refulr 
your Condudt in it ; that is, that you are a 
Lady of Senſe and Honour ; and | only think 
jou have usy'd roo mach Caution in this tedious 
lelay : You have ſacrificed abundantly too much 
ime to Formality and Cuſtom, for *tis thoſe 
o, that make*the Ladies more hard of acceſs 
han Men. My rſt Letter had or Meme oa 
ve gain'{ me admiſlioa to any Mar, nay, to 
Hotbs Foie, and where our Eſteem fe 
| Lady 
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Lady is. of the ſame nature, viz. a Love of her} 
Mind; bounded with a juſt hrs < all delays] | 
are but needleſs Cautions. I only urge this] | 
Madam, to ſhew you how far I'm from enter-| t 
taining any il] thoughts of the dear Favour youſ 1 
beſtowed on me in your Laſt; and I'm abun-fit 
dantly aſſured, that the fatisfattion of your Cot 
verſation will anſwer my ExpeCtation; for wh 
ever you may think of dull Terreſtrial Conver 
ſation ( true in reference to what wy Alloy wi 
give it) *tis my opinion it cannot be daſh'd with 
much of Earthly Dulneſs where Urans is 
Wve it Late and Spirit. 

You have reaſon 1 muſt confeſs to be ſor 
thing cautious in making a new Friendſhip with 
one you know not, fince you have been Dee 
ved ; ſo much deccived in one you thought ye 
might ſo well depend on as A/drubal, whe 
Name was well ſuited to his Nature, and if « 
his own choice, certainly his Panick Faith made 
him ſo fond of a Cr chaginian Name, But ſince 
Experience can't ſecure you in a Friend, I fanki 
Madam, *twould not be lmpolitick to try what 
Chance will do; throw your felf entirely on 
that, and be abſolutcly my Friend without any 
more Caution, Mr. lays, 


There's a neceſſuy in Fate 
Why ſtil the brave bold is Fortunate. 


The Cautious ſift, t with a too nice and 
jealous Eye to be cafily Happy, whereas, if e 
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her| will really be ſo, we muſt a little contribute to 
lays| the cheating our ſelves into an opinion of it, for 
his, | Happineſs 1s nothing but Opinion; and tho 
ter-| this ſometimes end too ſoon, yet it makes ſome 

by the Pleaſure it gave us whilſt we en- 
tertain'd the dear Amuſement; whereas, the Can- 
tious are always in pain to- avoid Pain, which 
is like dying for fear of Death. Let not there» 
fore the perfidious Ingratizude of the faithleſs 
Carthaginien influence your judgment of Viride- 
thy ae, who is not only an irrcconcileable Enem 
to Ingratitude and Infincerity, but a hater of 
Common Wealths, becauſe they have (ways 
| pq their Jogratitude, and indeed lie un- 
a neceſſity of always being ſo: So that the 
ry 1 dillike in me, ought to be your great- 
eſt ſatisfaCtion and aflnrance of my Fidelity and 
Honour, in chuſing rather to Suffer, than Tri- 
wmph z for 1 have a Soul ambitious as any Man ; 
but, Vrana "us a brave Ambition governs me z 
| wou'd be Great and Juſt, but rather Juſt than 
Great. | wou'd be Great, td have it in my 
power to do Good; to deſtroy thoſe Villains 
that Influence the Beſt of Princes, and make 
them aft contrary to their Natures ; for I,cou'd 
hew a Path Princes might tread to Power, 
Wealth and Honour, conliſtent with the Love, 
the latereſt, and the Glory of their Countries : 
But cou'd I make my Country the Envy of 
Europe and Miſtreſs of both the Ladies, and of 2 
hſting Unity at Home, 1 wou'd not part with 
$*) Faith, my Honour, aor my Sincerity ous 
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it, Let not A/d&r«6d therefore be the Rule of 
your of Viridomar, but aſſure your ſelf 
not yield to you in Faith and Sincerity: Andl 
as you will atone for al} the faults | have expe | 
_— in your <ex, fo Pl] aft with ſuch an emy 
Oo Vertues, that I'll] force you 
iffer from moſt Men. Oh ! I wou't 
Die wk Pd make my Friend and Benefatte 
my Tool, my Step to paſs the dirty Plaſhes « 
Fortune, and then Regard her no more, 
tt drubal has done: No, let me be Juſt a 
Poor, rather than thrive by Villainy. A We 
| man qualified like Urania, ought to be valued 
. above the World,and ſhall by Viridomar, if ſhe 
mits his Friendſhip. C 
I tell you my whole Soul, Uranis, you fee it 
naked as Heaven, 'and void of all Diſguiſe ; I 
weary of this Villainous World, and the ntl 
as well as bootleſs Impertinencies of the Conver 
ſations of my own Sex, a wretched Circle th 
move in, of Prophaneneſs, Nonſenſe and Hurry 
I have had too large a ſhare in this fooliſh Prix, 
theſe deftruttive Baubles of the Town, that M 
like Fools, bedeck themſelves withal ; proud of 
their very Infamy : 1 Long, 1 Sigh for a dear Re 
Pop them all,and ike the Conv 
ania, whole Senſe, as W Mayen 
more egos Kart and calmer ſoy ; the ſenſe of 
tranſports my Mind with ſuch a has Impety- 
olity to eſtabliſh a Friendſhip with you, that 
_y till I ſee you, and thall e 
h the moſt cnpatiens dehire, , when ac 
cor 
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allow any thoughts of Love agreeable to the 
Majeſty of Tragedy. 

The chief Arguments indeed which theſe Gen- 
tlemen bring, are from the Practice of the An- 
cients, ( the cauſe of which, you have given in 
the above quoted Epiſtle ) whoſe Authority 
they are of opinion ſhou'd ont-weigh Reaſon. 
But ſince the /p/e dixis has been ſo long laid aſide 
in Philoſophy, as an enemy to our Enquiries in- 
£0 Nature, I can ſee no reaſon why it ſhou'd be 
of {© greater force in Poetry ; ſince 'tis 
ps almoſt as prejudicial to our imitation of 
in This, as to our diſcovery of itin the 
Other, As far as the Ancients and the Rules 
Aviſtotle — cs wr nd yr 
racter you theſe,of being £ood /enſe 
and Nature redue'd to Method, | ſhall cloſe with 
them ; but when they either deviare from this, or 
reach not up to what may be done,[ muſt think it 
but juſt to withdraw my elf from the ſubje(tion 
of the Sragyrite, who has had a Reign long &- 
nough o'er the Minds of Mankind, and an Em- 
pire that far exceeded the Extent and Continu- 
ance of his Royal Pupil Alexander, 

But to deal fairly with our Opponents, I ſhall 
ir ay row all their Objeftions againſt this 

Defend, as } find them is and 
his /Copier, Mr. k ; and then examine how 
far they are from being fortified by Reaſon, as 
their Admirers boaſt. 1 ſhall begin with 
and that he may be ſure to have Juſtice, I 
Quote him as his Friend has Tranſlated him, Ae- 


fed, 20, p. 110, 
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Modern Tragedy tans on ocher Principles : the 
Genius of our ( the French) Nation is not Strong 
enough t» ſuſt ain an Attion on the Theatre, yy moving 
only 2272 and _ _ % Mach tage. _ 
ay 4/ f cat s 
and noble Expre nc = ry, © 9 fm pr 
=_ ſoc a; the Greeks. Perbays our Nation 
6, naturally Gallant, bas been oblig 'd to the neceſſi 
ry ary er, 10 frame for our elves 4 new 5y- 
ou of Tragedy,co /ait with oxy bamor. The Greeks, 
who were Popular Eſt ates, and who bated Monarchy, 
joe in ther Spettacles, to ſet Kit ge 

bigb Fortawe, —_ becauſe | 
4 them, Engliſh; owr N 

= Ny in their Sports, g'* the 7” 
their Temperament. Theſe are Inſularies ys 
yl bg we are more Hlumant. Gal- 

lantry moreover agrees with owr Manners ; nd our 
Poets biliev'd that they con'd not ſucceed ow the 
Theatre, but by ſwert and tender "For mn ey ad 


= 


which perhaps they had ſome Reaſon: For in 
o: Paſſions repreſented become Deform'd 
winleſs they are Mo o# Sentiments 
OW - e of the $ _ "Tis this 
& ow Poets to | s ſtrong 
the Privilege of Gallancry. on the Thea- 
, and to bend al their Subjetts ro plly Fa 
jeſs ; the rather, to pleaſe tbe Women, who have 
themſelves es of theſe Divertiſtment ;, and 
warped the Rig ſi Sentence, And ſome beſtdes 
fuffertd 5 __ to be prepoſſe/1*d, and led by 
Spaniarts, who maky all their Cavaliers Amo- 
KL 2 rod; 
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rows, 'Tis by them that Trage an to degenerate ; 
and we by little and bile - As, to Pay nents as 
the Theatre ſmitten with another Love than that of 
Glory ; and that by degrees, all the Great Men of 
- | bave loſt their Charatters tn our Hand, 
Tis likewiſe perhaps by this Gallantry that our Age 
wox'd ; ws Aavtr ad excuſe the ſreblene/s of pi 
Wit, not being able always to ſuſt ain the ſame Atli- 
0ns by the greatneſs of Words and T boug ts. 

it be, ( for / am not hardy enough t 
declare my ſelf againſt the Public ) 'tis to degrade 
Tragedy from that Majeſty, which is proper to 
it, to mingle it in Love, which is of a Charafter 
always 4gi, and little ſuitable to that Gravity 
of which roger makes Profeſſion, * Hence 
proceed; that t rf ragedic mat with Gallaatries, 
never make ſuch admirable Impreſſions on the Spirit, 
as did thoſe of Sophocies Euripides z for 4 
the 4 were mor/d by the great Objett; of Terror 
and Pity, which They proper d. "11 likewiſe for 
this that the Reputation of owr Madern Tragedics ſo 
ſoon Decays, and yiclds but ſmall Delight at two 
Years end ; whereas the Greek pleaſe yet to thoje 
that have 4 good T aſtc, alter two Thouſand Tears; 
becauſe what 14 not gravt and ſerians on the Theatre, 
the # give Delight at preſent, after 4 ſhort time grom 
Dh and Vnpleaſant , and bicauſe what ty nw 


great Thoughts and great Figures in Tra 
Key, cannot ſupport ut ſelf. fo. Mncient: who pr- 
4 this, bd not Imermeaue their Gallantry ad 


Loves ju Comedy. * For Loves: of a Cha 
1 able; & always degenerates from that Heroic Av! 


o, 
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which Tragedy muſt never diveſt it ſelf. And 
Bow to me ſhews 0 mean and ſenſeleſs, as for one 
to amn/e himſelf with whining about frivolous Kind- 
miſes when be may be admrable by great and nobls 
ughts, and ſublime pr” * But | dare 
_—_ ſo far on my own Capacity and Credit, 
ſelf of my own Head, againſt a Vine 

« wa 1 mujt be content modeſt wl 

Doubts, and that may ſerve to exerciſe the 
ide e that only wants Matter. Ras 16 enced? 
Refieftion with a rowch of Chriſtianiſm, 1 am per- 
ſwaded, that the Innocence of the 6h mig be be 
betty preſers/ d, —— 190 the Idea of the ancient 
Tragedy $ Ts the New is become too Effemd- 
nate, by Ak Softneſs of later Ages 4 and the 

de Conti, who ſignaliz'd bis Zeal Jo 


deru dre Tray bye by bis Tr 


bas not 9.9 Dang 

Then for "os. in his jovial way of 
Criticiſm, be condemns Love on the in 
wad Were brought in indeed by and 


it 44 to be 0bſerv/d bow much that Wikd- 

of © of Romance rw full in their Head: ſome 

we boy dl waſt 1/1 y where be hu/fled in, the 
Unſcajonable 

The Gracians were for Love 4nd Mulic, 4; mad 

« ay Monſcur of them lh yet their Majis kept 

mutbin Bounds, aiicmpicd ng Catagyor 19 turn 

the Dramms ingo an Opera ; their Lowe 

come Whining an the Stage T Effemiate the w 

= jJony 
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jeſty of Tragedy. Jr was not any Love for Brifeis, 
that made Achilles ſo Wroth, i was the Afront 
in taking bis Booty from lim, mn the Face of the 
Confederate Army. This bis Stomach could not 


Digeſt. 
| - ——— Nec gravem 
Peleidz Stomachum cedere nefſcii, Hor, 


Theſe are the Pillars and Supports of the Gen- 
tlemen of this Opinion z ſo that 1 hope, if I can 
Er = 

t propos'd to my | Juſti- 
ncncdpe the Praftice of the beſt > pv Poets, 
in preſenting us with the tendereſt Scenes of 
Love in Tragedies. Tis true, the Charge of 
both theſe Critics, is direfted againſt the French 
Poets, but in the excluding Love, as derogatory 
£0 the gry of Tragedy, it reaches our Poets, 
who do the ſame. I have Kapin at large, 
becauſe one part of the RK ſeems to an- 
ſwer the other to my Hand ; for the ground of 
his Accuſation is the deviating from the Praftice 
of the Ancients; for which he gives ſo good 
that *ewould have been a madneſs not 
to have form'd a new Syſtem, fince the Genius, 
the Charatter, Humour and Manners of the Peo- 


red as much. He fa Jn 
"y Ay ba r epreſemted become 1 xtrypbyh | 
roy they art ſounded on Sentiments c 0 
s of the Spettator, But before proceed to 
any particular Keply, 1 ſhall draw the Objetti- 
Oz 
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ons both contain, into ſhort and poſitive Heads, 
to make their Confutation the more Evident, 
The whole Charge therefore, may be reduced 
to theſe three H the 1, Motives the Mo- 
derns ( particularly the French) had to Intro- 


duce Love into Tragedy, 2- The Objettions 


againſt it: And, $3, The Effects of it. Firſt, 
As to the Motives, Kapim tells us, they ye 


the Neceſſity of the Charatter, Mavners, 
Temperament of the People, (which, without 
doubt, was the Poet's Duty to regard.) Next, to 
gratify the Women Judges, (which is the Poct's 
Duty as a Man, in Regard of his Profit 
and Sex, eſpecially whgn the Intereſt and "ow« 
er of the Women ſtrike in with the Character 
Manners, and Temperament of the People. 
Laſtly, To excuſe the Feebleneſs of their own 
Wit, Theſe are the Motives Kopin ſums up of 
this Innovation on the Stage ; which, as I have 
before obſerved, are a ſufficient Juſtification of 
it, even accofding to himſelf: But for the laſt, 
'tis only a moroſe Caprice of his own Fancy, 
for certainly there is as much Wit required to 
the Juſt, and artificial Management of the Paſſion 
of Love; as thoſe of Fear and Terror, and 
other Species of Paſſions that are ſubſer- 


moving of them, 
therefore paſs to the ObjeAions, which 
Number, the Firſt and Chief (in 


That it deviates from 
ents z 
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Tis they muſt be our Model, and as we make 
more or leſs Approaches to that in the Fabrics 
of our. Plays, we are in a greater or lellex De- 
gree of Perieftion. I grant indeed, that the 
Ancients were the Inventors of Tragedy ;, nay, 
and of Comedy too; "cis their due Glory. Nor 
will I pretend t& rob %em of it. 1 will alſo grant, 
that there is ſome Regard to be had to their 
Performances, as to their Model ; but then 1 
deny that by the Ryles of Keaſon, we are oblig'd 
to a ſervile Obſervation of their Precepts, or 
Prattice, without all Addition, or Improvement, 
Had the Fraftice of the Firſt Inventors been of 
ſuch Inviolable Authority, The/pis bad brought 
Tragedy to its Perfeftion, and one Attor, and 
a deal of Chorw (more ridiculous than an en» 
tice ) had been the #on plas wiere of the 
Je, But if it were lawful for «£/chyius, Ems 
pides, Sophocles and others, to improve upon 
the Model Theſpis had left them, why ſhould 
other Pocts, u- as thoſe in Genius, be depri- 
ved of the Liberty, provided it be- for 
Advancement of the Profit, and Glory of 
ragedy / Upon this Condition 1 do ſuppole, 
will deny the Moderns this Liberty to for- 
ake the Steps of the Greeks, But that our Alte- 
ragons arc for the better, will appear from the 
Aiter-proofs, as well as from what 1 ſhall here 
ſay on this Particular. 

 Ewft, Thea "tis evident from what you, Sie] 
have urged in the Smpertial Critic, That the 
leaving off the Chorus is for the better, finee- it 
me trees 
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frees it from an unnatural Part, which took 
large a Share of the ancient Zr ; 
in that, delivers it from the abſur 
bilities in Natare, which arc as 
the End of Tragedy as any thing that cag be 
introduced, Next, it has calarged the Bottom 
on which the ancient 7r ſtood, and by 
Conſequence extended its Uſe and A 
further. It has made it a more perfect 
of Hamane Life, in taking in that which has 
great a Share in it, LOVE; which w 
be derogatory to the ſuppoſed Majeſty of 
dy, I ſhall next examine 4 if not, my 
is evident. 

This indeed is the next 'Objeftion of our 
verſaries, who tel} us, The tbe Li 
Love ades the Majeſty and ay 


the heavieſt Charge in Reality, if true, and there- 
fore I ſhall take the greateſt Pains to remove it z 
for if Love be not guilty of this, *wis evidengly 
an Improvement, and therefore to be continued 
in that Palicfſion of the Stage, it has gain'd with 
ſo univerſal an Approtxation. 

All the Arguraents I ſhall bring to prove that 
it is not derogatory to the Majeſty of Tragedy 
ſhall be drawn from — the Conſideration of thetr 
Beloved Ancients, the very Meaning of the Ward 
Majeſty ; and the Natrre of the Paſſion of Love, 
wid #s Placs in Regard 19 the athers, 

Fiſt, 


* 
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Firft, *Tis evident from the very Conceſſions 
of Kapin, the Agreement of all Critics, and 
the very Nature of the Thing, That Tragedy is 
not of greater Majeſty, and Dignity, than an 
Epte- Poem. In his Fourth General __— 
he cells us, That from q_—_ 


Lo = E.. Es. 


and begins the ſecond Particular Reflettion thus 
The Epic Poem «1s that which is the memes gy 


a 
oble in Poetic. T'o prove which he ſpends J} . 
all that R | and the —_ itYC 
takes up the Third and Fourth, and at 4 
of the Tenth particular Reflection he tells us, & 6 
That All ought 10 be Majeſtic in an» Heroic Po- || | 
em, This alſo feems to be confels'd by Mr. &f a 
Rymer, when he, (| of Love's effe or 
. y of Tragedy, Inſtances an Heros Þf an 
Poem, wiz. the Jhads of Homer , for tic 
perhaps that that t be objetted agaioft bis J to 
Aﬀertion, which is ſtill in full force notwith- 


=. 


Randing bis ſaying, T hat *rwas not the Love'of 
Achilles for Briſcis, that made him ſo wrath, but the 
received ww the Face of t S Confederar 
Army. But beſides this Conceſſion of our Op- 
polers (which is indeed Argument caough 
ad Hominem) the very Nature the thing 
proves the ſame. Hero; and Kings are ghe Sub- 
jets of both, and the principal Charadter of 
an Epic Poem, conliſts in the Narration (as Ka 
Frage obſerves) in which it is only oppoſed to 
y, Which conſiſts altogether in a + 

T 
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The Bajeſty of an Epic Poem being thus de» 
monſtrated equal, if not ſuperiour to that of 
Tragedy. If 1 can prove by the Praftice of 
Homer and Firgil (the greateſt of Heroic Poets) 
that they eſtecm'd not Love derogatory to the 
Majeſty of their Poems, *tis Proot- ſufficient that 
it cannot degrade the Majeſty of 7ragedy, which 
is not greater than the other. 

ut this is evident from the Ihads of Homer 


Achilles and Agamennon in Love, one with bis 
Captive Briſeis, the other with Chry/cis : For 
Agamemnon tells Achilles andthe Council of the 
Grecians, that he preferrs Chryſeis to Clyemne- 
fra the Wife of his Youth; and that the is 
not inferiour to her in any of her Qualities 
or Beauties. He often calls her Ecautiful Chryſets, 
and always ſpeaks very feelingly when he men- 
tions her. And Achilles his Anger had not roſe 
to that Degree, but that he was depriv'd of his 
Roſie-Cheek'd Briſeis, Horace was of my Opi- 
aion, in his Second Epiſtle Book 1. 

Hune Amor, tre quidem writ rung; 
Which you very juſtly Emghſb thus, 

Whoſe injia*d Lov in both ſtrange Fury breeds, 
For the Riſe of Agamennon's Paſſion is evident- 
Log his Love to Chryſcis, as he plainly con- 


in his Expreſſions ; and that of Arbiter 
Ways 
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and the «Aineids of Yirg. Homer in his Hiads makes 
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was not only exaggerated, but confirm?'d by the 


ſame Loſs of her he Lovd. Ovidia his Amours, 
&6. 2. is of the ſame Mind. 


Theſſalus ancille facie Briſcidos arſi : 
Serva Myceneo Phabu; amata ducts. 


And in other Places he has to the ſame pur- 

, Belides in the Third Book of the /k 
«ds, when Helter proclaims the Challenge of 
P#i:, to fight Menelaws in lingle Combat, the 

ition is, that the Vitor ſhou*d polleſs He- 
lens for his Wite. It this be not bclow the 444 
jeſty of an Epic Poem, certainly the Nobler 
Scenes of Love cannot be below that of Tragedy, 
But the Caſe is yet plainer in F#eil, for the 
Fourth Book of his e/£nads, is wholly on the 
lotrigue of eAinea; and Dido, where that Diviae 
Poet bas given the fineſt Draught of that Paſſion 
that Antiquity can boaſt of. But if this Crimi 
nal Paſſion of Dido and «Eee, do not degrade 
the Majeſty of an Epic Poem, can the ſame, or 
leſs Criminal, be bclow that of Tragedy? his 
Book is not arraign'd by our Criticks for any 
Defett in this, and by others allow 'd as noble 2 
Piece as any of that Poet, ſo that Love is not 
ſuch an Enemy to Noble Thoughts, but that 
tis conſiſtent with them z nor to the Majeſty of 
Expreſſion, as this Fourth Book of Virgil evinr 
ces. Belides, we find in the Aceſtes of Euripides, 
an Attempt of Love, and fomcthiog of ir in the 
Ajax 


be 
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Ajax of Sopbocles ;, nay, "tis the Foundation and 


Fable of the Phadra of Emripides. 

Thus we ſee the Enemy beat from one of their 
beloved Holds, the Authority and PraCtice of the 
Ancients. 1 ſhall now therefore, proceed to the 
very _ of the Word Majefty; by which 
we ſha!l be able to diſcover how far it will con» 
(ribute to the Confirmation of our Poſition. 

To let alone the Grammatical Etymology of 
the Word , and take it in its Poetical Sence, 
where *tis Metaphorically ugd, it means ſame- 
thing that is Great and Pompous. And Horace 
in the fourth Satyre of his Firſt Book, mcans 
this Majeſty we of, when he ſays, 


Primum ego illorum dederim quibus efſe Poet as 

Excerpam Numero : Neque enim concludere ver ſun 

Dixeriz efſe ſatis any; Jig 

Sermoni propriora, pates bune 

Mgenium cal lit, cai mens divinior, atq; os 
gm ſonaturum, des nominis bajus 


So that Majeſty, is nothing elſe bat an Ele- 
vation of Thought, and Expreſſion above the Con« 
mon and Vulgar Diſcourſe. By this Explanation 
of it, is becomes intelligible, and we ſhall fee, 
that the Critics wou'd only atnuſe us with 
Words. Now if they can prove by Reaſon, that 
the T ts and ons of Love in its 
ſeveral Effetts and Emotions, cannot be 'ex- 
alted above the Volgar, and Common Diſcourſe, 


then is Love of too low a bas 4 
Y. 


© 
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dy. But if Love be not incapable of this Ele- 
vation, then is our Point gain'd in this Parti- 
cular too, which will be evinc'd from the next 
Proof, drawn from the Natare of the Paſſion of 
Love, and its Place in regard to the others. 

A Paſſion is more or leſs AMajeftic, (and b 

Conſequence , more or Jeſs fit for Tragedy) 
in regard either of the Rank or of the 
Paſſions,of the Sentiments it inſpires; the Effetts it 
cauſes, the Ations that de thou it,or in fine, 
the Influence it has on the Life of Mankind. 

If the Firſt, *tis evident that Love has much 
the Preheminence above Terror and Pity. Des 
Cartes teduces all the Paſſions to Six principal 
Heads, Admiration, Love, Deſire 4 (or rather 
Concupiſcence, Foy and Grief.) Dr. Moor reduces 
them to Three Heads only, Admiration, Love 
and Hare. The firſt of which being plac'd in the 
Brain, and being but the Step to the other, he 
with the $School- men reduces them yet to Two, 
the . Contupi/cible and the Jraſcible ; which Des 
Cartes terms In other Words, properly Love 
and Hate, So that we fee Lowe on all Hands, 
to be a Primitive Paſſion, out of ſeveral 
of which, and its Oppoſite, are the 
reſt com and deriv'd. Fear or Terror 
is deriv'd from Deſire, Deſire from Love, Com- 


Hate ;, and is compounded of Love and Grief, 
So that if we reſpett the 
ſions, Love is the more as being 4 
Primitive Paſſion, but Fear and Pity, enly $8 

1 
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miſeration is deriv'd from Grief , Grief from 
of the Paſ- I 
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. | der-Species and Derivatives from it : $6 that 
; | in Nature, Love is more Noble than thoſe. 
+ | Let us therefore proceed to the Sentiments i 
of in/pires, &c, By Sentiments I meap the 

that a Lover derives from the Paſſion he's po- 
y | ſed with. But theſe are fo different, that 
) | ve muſt run through rhe ſeveral Conditjons of 
\e © Lovers to make any Judgment of *tm : For thoſe 
it } Thoughts that proceed from Anger, Fear, Few- 
ws Hope, Deſpair ; nay, and Hare, with the 

of the Paſſions, are to be look't for in a 
Lover, ac to his ſeveral Circumſtances. 
But take him in his moſt cafe and uil Sta= 
tion, when tendreſt Deſires are fann'd with ſare 
Succeſs, his Thonghts are more or le <tevated, 
according to the State and Degree of the Per- 
ſon that's affefted. Thoſe of a Shepherd mi 
be too low, thoſe of a en beehag ho 
but thoſe of a Hcro muſt retain _—_— 
his CharaRer, and muſt be Noble as the Obxe@ 
that inſpires, or the Perſon that receives the tn-- 
ſpiration. The Two Firſt indeed may be below 
the Dignity of Tragedy, but the latter can no 
more —_—_ from that, than from the Cha- 
natter of the Perſon. But ſuppoſing the moſt 
ES RET 
ae not Majetic cnoug ragedy 3 
nuſt they be Granted as Jofty as thoſe of bis 
refs z and in the _ Horace wy EE 
leſcending the: haughty Air 
of T y, not only allowable, but _ 
y y: De Arte Pottica: - 
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| There is a time therefore when the Hero not 
\04niny Bracken pgs uit his Grandeur, in 
Horace's Judgment ; and that is when he in Di- 
ſtreſs and in Exile. And why is it leſs lawfull 
to depart from this Majeſty (that is, fi 
$95 cagelens x) on the Account of the tend 
Love ? This is more natural in m py 
Opinion, than in the Caſe juſtified by 
For to Love, is natural to all Great Souls, and 
IT as Noble and Eſſential to their Chara- 
as any that make it up : But it may be 
whether a Hero, that is, a Man « 
m_ CO, can ſufter all his hobl 
all his Elation 0 
Lig: pl re verſity, as to fi 
N—y and Sorrow : This n 0 
e Reaſon why ſome Critics have refleCtal 
Colaneus of Sophocles, as too low 
mean for the Dignity of a Hero furniſh'd 
Refolution, Courage and Virtue in his c 
f him. Tis true , tis the 7er 
on 
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of what Man ſhou'd be: Now *is tertain that i its! 
Philoſophy will not allow Fortune any iltuy 10g 
ence on the Thoughts and Mind, at leaſt fo far "0 
as to make *cm degenerate, Thu 
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; non modo in Grzcia, verum etiam in Italia per« 
daravit. ti pre cateris, tx Tabells Marmorts 
T1-Stom in Eiſculapii Temple is Inſala Tibering bv 
«, & uſq;, in bunc diem apud con/ey= 
4, licet, in qua Greece leguntar, 
adore bhp ptr yp gents: 
conpe!'d all that part of the Medicinal Art, which 
es 10 the ordering of both Hedlth aud Diet, out 
i the little Conſecrared Tablets and other Gifts is 
Pike Temple of Eſculapius, or only that part of the 
Cr ing of s which is Clinick, 4 
*SVarrc and Pliny ſeem to have thought : 
"bt that "ras « Cuſtom for the Sick to wrice is 
va yay of oy God the that bad Cu" d 
mz Cuſtom commued 10 the time of Anto» 
le not only in Greece, but alſo in Italy, «4s we 
WYiney above all otbers wnderſtand from the Marble 


ft 
| ound in the Templet Miagines 
"ne he Tiberine hand ed fore | cif ahi day 
y the Maphai, i which this that follows it in 


(178) 
People, who C ongratulated him, and Rejoicd, that / 
great Mir were perſorn*d under our EnY | 
peror AnLoninus. ; 
I 


ye" 
Awxig whwglag, 155, Te. | 


The God gave an Oracle to Lucius, that bad 

Pain in his Side, and was deſpair d of by all M 

that be ſhould come and taks Aſres from the Altar 

a and mix them with Wine, and put them on bis Side 

winch be Kecovered, and reuurned bis Thank; 
God, and the People Congratalated bum, 


3, 
Aus eraquporh "Wenigiy, Of: 


Julianus vomiring Blagd, being deſpaired of 
Men, received an Oracle from the God, that be 
come and take off from the Altar he) <7 
cat them for three day: with Honey, and be Recor 
_ and publickly 12 the Prefence of the People g 

bankz. 


4- 
'Ovaherig " Amgy ppa7wrt Tupag, he, 


The God gave an Oratle ro Nelerius Apr, 
Blind Soldier, That ke ſhould come and take the Bl 
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of « White Cock, and mixing it with Honey, cons- 


pray bis Eyes, and wear it for 
days on them ;, and be ſaw, and came and Pub 
return'd Thanks to the God. 
And | gued ( continues Mercarialls) by theſe 
erſes of TibuVus, that the ſame usd to be done 
the Temple of /ſi-. 


| Nune de re mils meders, 


You may find more of this kind in Joſeph Scal- 
iger, in his Indicibas Inſcriptionum antiquarum, 4 
Gratero Colleltarum, And iadced this ſeems. to 
be ſomething of the PraQtice of the Fews, to take 
Divine Oracles as they fleyt in the Temple: For 
thus 1 find it in the 3d. Chapter of the Firſt Book 
of Samuel, ver, z Samuel (lept wn the Temple of 


the Lord, where the Ark of God was, 4. Then the 
wjacrd and ſa 
Gear, Fabri 
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But after all, Madam, 1 ſhall be very little 
concern'd if you pat the worſt ConſtruQion 


own'd my felf for a little neceſſary Di 
till you made me a Convert to nniverſal Since» 
rity, which 1'Il always preſerve for the future. 
But 1 never pretended my Life exempe from 
Faults or Follies - No, on the contrary, I con- 
hay Yoon mary gat 6 than moſt ; 
and among that Number, | reckon this and ſome 
other fooliſh Trifles that ſhall be Namelefs: 


This Change 1 partly 
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know me to be the Author of that Book but h 
a «of Anas Enquiry. Woman indeed, was 
well known to me, that *rwas my Fault to be 
fo monſtrouſly impo#'d on, as to bdieve there 
could be any ont of the Sex qualified with # 
Verrue ſo oppolite to'a Woman's Natvre a5 Sin- 
cerity. That indeed, was the golden Work, 
the Chymiſtry of my Converſation has been fo 
long In Chaſe of ;, and oh! you made me fond- 
ly believe Pd found the mighty Treafore in 
you becauſe you glitter'd ; But alas! the gol- 
den Fantom vaniſh'd like thoſe delnding H 
and 1 find a Woman of Wir and Senſe exalt 
with Sincerity, is as meer a Fancy as the Philoſo- 
Stone, T hat was the Beanty that chain'd 
Sonl to Aﬀfirrilla, and made me valoe ber a- 
boye all Sublunary Goods ; that made me figh 
for the Enjoyment of her Converſation 5 but 
now one $a Viſion, paſt, and you have wak'd 
me to hind you a very, very Wornan. 
| have heen roo tedious on this Paragraph of 
1108 ip ve a preciſe Anſwer to the reft, 
{tha reſerye that rill another Time, and only 
now tell you, Firf, T hot you do me but Ju- 
ſice to think 09 worſe of me for the Declara- 
a Truth, you defired tro know, with all 
incerity in Nature; for Madam, 1 maſt 
own "twas ſych'a Veneration 1 had for 
v, that 1 cou'd not but be free and fificere with 
ys. Next, That Liberty like Religion is a 
ard of a double Meaning, and equally perni- 
ous 60 Hutaan Kind, Miſtake nre not, Madamy 


I mcan 
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| mean.as to the villainous Uſe that has always 
been made of both ; oa as __—_ and real Reli- 
ion and Li + Which Pm for as much as 
yg Fapehs a Patrjor, that Pd rather : 
tortur'd an Age for the lcaſt good of my Coun- 


try, than do the- leaſt Attion againſt the real 
latereſt of it. Lefly, That tho it wou'd 


* = © & ww * 


be extreamly gratefyl to be 
Converſation, yct ſince you obſki 

have ir ſo, 1 muſt ſabmir to your 
but 1 deſire you wou'd put me ro 


to 


1y per 

Condi 

vb little Ex- 

pence of Patience as you can, becaoſe 1 ill car- 

neſtly deſire to obtain what 1 have; with ſuch 

Aris If Hoperco mate, coby yr 
[9 Y r 


as pour y4 "nd wav be nh od Face 


Madam, 
Tow Humble Servant, 
/ and Sincere Friend, 


Lycidas 
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A Short View of Old Rome, in « 
Letter to URANIA 


Ever wonder at Ovid's Trouble _ 
| Baniſh'd from Old Kone, fince we 6 

os »ſtine made it One of his Three 

Wilhes, to have ſeen it in all its Glory; as It 

was when Oud livd. Pl give you but an im- 

of it, as I can it from Pliry, 

it raiſcs in you a moſt May- 

; then the Noble Remains 

. Auſtin's Time give bim ? 
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thoſe that fled from the Fatigue of the Under» 
taking; for the purſuance and perfecting of which, 
he made vſc of a Remedy unheard, of before or 
after ; which was, That all the Bodics of the 
Catizens that were executed on this account, 
ſhow'd ſome be fix'd on Croſles and expos'd to 
the view of the People, and others in their Pre- 
ſence given for Food to the Wild Beaſts and 
Kaycnowus Birds ; which produc'd this cflelt,that 
they that beheld "em, truck with a ſhame to be 
daunted at any Undertaking, with a bold Zeal 
for the Honour of the Komen Name, which had 
often preſerv'd them at the loweſt cbb of For- 
tune in Batcles, puſh'd on the Work with all the 
fervour imaginable ; which the King obſerving, 
took hold of the oppartunity to enlarge bis Im» 
poſtions upon them, making them «cxtend thoſe 
Sultcrranesl Paſlages to that bigneſs apd height, 
that a Cart very muck loaden with Hay might 
through them. But all 1 have alrea- 
dy (aid, is inconliderable, if we compare it to 
one Miracle, which is this, When us Lts 
pidus 2nd #: Carly: were Conſuls, there 
was no r Structure jn Kome than the Houle 
of Lepidas bimfelf; but within Thirty five Years 
after, that was not the hundredth past as big as 
innumerablePalaces that were then Raz d, Marcns 
Seanrwr, When be was eAtiddle, with his privat 
Wealth and Abilities perform'd a Wark 
all that ever} was made by any befare, d 
not for time, but Eternity z and this/ was 4 4 be» 
airy in which were 4 £ripple order 
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This is that yp that bave Subjug ated the whols 
Earth, which bas fliifſPd Kingdoms and Nations, 
and gives Laws to far Countrits, 4 certain Part and 
Portion of the Immortal Gods, compared 10 the reſt 
of Mankind : Bebold them 1 ſay, ſwinging in 4 pon- 
> « mga” . » | 
10 their own Danger. all the Roman Pad 
aboard two Veſſels a1 it were, which were only ſepa- 
rated from uttion by two Hinges that ſupported 
them, gazing # the Combaies of the G 

oiogos: che chey ware 6 ener Pevidding them: 
1 uf the Machine jaiPd, What might not he 
have perſwaded the Koman Feople to, who cou'd 
ſo cafily prevail with them to venture into a 
hanging Theatre, as if he intended to Sacrifice 


ir for it. Had Caligals pre 
pared ſuch an Engine, he need not have been at 


the expence of ſo fruitleſs a Wiſh, as that all the 
mage Diſpatch 'em. But after the Hinges wen 
| iſpatch **m. But inges were 
ſo worn by Uſe that they wou'd no he 
'd it and left if in the form of an | 
is, what need | tell you of the Golden 
Palaces of Nero and C4iwv, or the Aquadutts of 
ing Lanu Martins, or thole 0 
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to command the Flames to be extinguiſh'd; he 
being ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment at ſo awfoull 2 
Pile, who had no Compaſlion for the City its 
ſelf. In Alexandria, Prolomens Phnladelphus (et up 
one of Eighty Cubits, which King Nettabir had 
causg'd to be hewn out of a Rock ; but it provid 
much a greater Difficulty to carry it to its Place 
and erett it. Some ſay *twas carried a Ship- 
board by the Famous Architet Saryrus, Others, 
a Channel was cut from beyond the place 
the Obcliſc lay, under ic, to the River 
and then Two very broad Vellels joyn%i 
, and fo deeply laden, that they might 
they came vu Channel, go under the 
( it ing like a Bri from onc 
Cut to the other ) ing come 
y under ir, they unloading them, by de- 
Vellels roſe out of the Water, and 
the Obeliſc from the Ground, and 
e it down into the Nile. Out of this 
ſame Mountain there is a Tradition, that Six 
were cut of the ſame ”— and that the 
Maſter Work-man had Fifty 1 alents given him 
for a Reward, But this Obecliſc was fect upin 4r- 
by the forementioned King, in Honour of his 
Wife Ar/inoe, who was alſo his Siſter ; and from 
thence Maxima; when be was Prete& in £gyp, 
Tranſported -ic, tho fuch s vaſt and uawick 
for « Ship; and plactd it in the For 
cut off the Top of it, deligning £o pot +, 
one of Gold in ics Room, which after wards | 
withſtanding be neglected. There are 1w 
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more at Alexandria, in the Portico's of the Tem- 
ple of Ce/ar Forty Two Cubits high, which 

ing Meſphees made, The chicf Difficulty was 
to Traniport them croſs the Sea to Rome, in 
oye of the Firſt Rate. Nor muſt | omit that 
Obeliſe which was plac'd in the Grand Cires by 
Aug, which was made by King Semmeſertes, 
in whoſe Reign Pythagoras was in Egype * It was 
One Hundred Twenty Five Foot, and Three 
Quarters high, beſides the Baſis of the ſame 
Stone, Bur that which was in the Field of 
— was wy by Seſoftri: : Both —_—— In- 
riptions of the Egypriens Interpretations of Na- 
tural things, by their Philoſophy. This laſt 
fa; apply*d ro a wonderfall U _—_—_ 

to the Gnome of a Dial, receiving | 
of the Sun, and by it diſtinguiſh'd the Length 6f 
the Days, Nights and Hours, on the Pavement, 
which he had made to the Proportion of the 
Obeliſc, and divided with Lines and Marks of 
inlaid Braſs, on which the Shydow decreavd 
and increa9d by degrees, and ſo artificially de- 
noted the Motions of time. A thing fays Play, 
in my Opinion, worthy the —— of Po- 
ſerity. There was another Obclifc in the #«- 
tican Circo of Caius and Nero : And this glone a- 
them all, wat broken in the making. 
The $on of. Se/a/tris made this, as well as another 
of an Hundred Cubirs in height, and - 
_ ied to the Sun by the Order of the Oracle 
he Reſtoration of his Sight, after he'had-been 
'J Hlinc vere was 2 of Hereales im the 
Bcaſt- 
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Beaſt. Market, which was for ſo re- 
markable, as its Antiquity and Title; for *tis 
ſaid to be Conſecrated by Ewender to him : And 
it dbtain'd the Name of Triumphal, from be- 
ing Habiced in Triumphal Garments, as often as 
there is any Triumph, The Statue of 7anus with 
his Double Face, muſt not be forgot, conſecrated 
to him by King Name, which was Ador'd and 
Sacrific'd to, both for War and Peace; his Fin- 
gers being 10 contriv'd, that they denoted in 
hree Hundred Sixty Five Days the Year and 
Age. Mummins having Conquer'd Achais, rc 
iſh'd the City with Statues : The Lacabi too, 

not a few into it. Before the Burning 

of the Capitol by the Fation of Yieeltius, there 
was in the Fanc of Jwwo, a Dog carv'd in 
Braſs licking of his Wounds, which was of ſach a 
noble Boldneſs, that the Value of it was be- 
yond Purchaſe ; and therefore Conſecrated to 
the Goddeſs. In the C apiro! was a Statue of 4- 
pollo, of that prodigious Height, that it was called 


a Coloſſus ; and this Was brought from Apolloni« 
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rits of the Perſon that affords us ſo agreeable an 
Entertainment. And this perhaps has miſled 
Polio, who has met with itude enough 
from ſome of that Character, whom he has hi 
ly Oblig*d; for /perhaps, even. 1 could almoſt 
grant were not unpleaſant, if not witty Cor 


a But Alas ! one of Polio's Experience ſhou'd 


+ that Men of that Faculty, have ſeldom 
juſt Notion of things, at leaſt of 

{ They are their own Gods, 
ifice all to themſclves ; their very looſeſt and 
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To POLLI1O, 
The COMPLAINT. 


þ own cho! Nh Yoga ae 
nd the leboriou ISorions © 
Pa afite, and baughry Gown; 
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With Balmy its ſure and laſting Remedy? 
" 


When th? ills of Life too and num*rous grow, 

They are the Summoners of Fre 
And *cis too fooliſh a Debate 
( Punih'd by preſent Pain ) 

To if we ſho or no. 
ln tort ring Dreams I've often found | 
ſuf with threataing Dangers compali'droved.; 

ills I flie, o'%r Vales, o'er in vain, 
fanſy'd Terror meets me when 1 light, 

Or cloſe behind 


I Wake, and ill the r 
The Horrors paſt, are loſt 


Ja 
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In v4 I ſtrive to reach the &f: Shoar, 
For all crowd the angry Billows roar, 
And on each fide encreaſe th* War. 
Ten thouſand Waves, each big certain Fate, 
On one poor Bark with fury Beat : | 
My Sails are v and my R loſt; 
By claſhing Surges to and fro I'm tot; " 
Within no help; no Succour from without, 
Deſpair and Ruin hem me round about. 
Approach then Deathzthis racking Scene deſtroy; 
! Wake this Tempeſt-beaten wretch to long- 
(/oughe Calms 3nd Joy. 
V, 
(Mi 
Ha! what bright Dawn thus breaks this di 
What Welcome Beams their friendly force unite, 
To raiſe my drooping Soal with their FT ; 


The Heavens aſſume a calmer 

And all the loud tumultuous Billows ceaſe ! 
The threatning Starm is Over-blown, 
The ſcatter'd Clouds now difappear, 
And the grim Terrors of Deſpair 


Behold the golden Glory ſpreads apace, : 


are all diſpers'd agd gone. = | 
Whence, Ah ! —_ theſe Rays Divine, 


That with ſo frong, fo nd a Luſtre Shine ? 
' VL 
=, 200 baud ry. Cauſe draws near ; 
, lee the mighty Goddeſs Pope | 
Ker fluid Robes, which ſubrle Tire compo 
100, 
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Her naked Beauties to the Eye 

Beautics far brighter than the Mid-day Sun 
Fairer than Fancy &er drew Woman- 
Tho? the vain favcy of a Love-ſick Mind. * 


Play, 


Falſe Joys around her ſmiling Viſage P 
To ſooth depending Wretches Pain, 
In ſpight of damn'd Delay 
4 And its long Melancholy Train, 
| Her Head with Lawreland with Adrtte*sCrown'd; 
With her left Hand where c'er ſhe goes 
She thinly ſtrows 
The Warriour's and the Lover's Wreaths ; 
But Courtiers flat"ring 1.45. Uo 
With liberal Hand ſhe ſcatters all 


} 
| -- 
| 
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Yet oF, ſhe groſps the wiſh! 
And does in ſcanty Portion; alu, 

To Few, and Late, the tardy F 

A Thouſand curling Re RY ts 

Of Colour various, and of Matter rare, 

( As Heme ſubtle as the Air ; 

Soft as the Downy Boſom of that Charmi 
ExbaPd from the wanton Wife: of 


O 4 


(From the thin Brains of fond Fl” Span) + 


Fair. ). 
{nd all the Namerons Vanitics of bis fichly is. ; 
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Hvarice, Love, </Þ 
With all the gaudy 7rain of Deſire, 
Tho RUE , and States- Man's coming 


That fet the Worldon Fire, (Happineſs, 
Pompous Pageant 5 mighty Frame ſupport. 
"® Namrow and val i the Rf £ 
&s far noni friendly Beams extend, 
Rang'd in thir differing Stations they attend 
All near, or diſtant, dart a longing Eye 
WET Tl 
reach of whoſe 
Beyond the Influence of ONE kind Ray, "7 
in tattcr'd ſable Weeds Array'd, 

Lurks with a gaſtly ae * _ the banef ul Shade, 


% Jn X 2» bÞ 


Hark ! hark! aecdinks her aokiny Yee] beve 
ok by p- that's ſofter far 


Than happy Lovers Billing W Whiſpers are ! 
y methinks the Chides 
My canſeleſs fond 
While Þ0 ves, who never Wretch br ls 


Nature 
wr 1 thn by Ingraticnde 
To damp the gen'rous Flame, 


dhd he are (8 the ſave 3 
f What hemef nay wit do Good, 
Ear, Drink, and Whore 
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me was,eſpecially jn detaining what was 
to his Yer1we, without doing what was 
from that Truſt. Bat Pll confine you no lopger, 
Urana, to my Complaints, who am 

Tour faithſud Friend, 


Viridomar. 


—_— 


* 
Of the MO ON, 


The Hiſtory of the Temple of Diana at 
Ephelus, &c. In 4 Letter to my 
Learned and Ingenious Friend, Dr. 
Midgly. 


Have lately been looking over again Biſhop 
Wilkju his World in tbe Aeon, and cannot bi 
with him, as I formerly did, that 'tis moſt 
reaſonable to think that Planet capable of lnhabi- 
tants, fince we know *tis a Solid Body; 
that the Light it has,is only wd; and fince 
the Diſcoverics made by the Teleſcope of Galilexs, 
ſhew that*tis c'ery way qualify*d for an Inhabitable 
World. But whether the Inhabitants be ſo much 
Wiſer than us,as Cyrano Bergeras makes*em,l can't 
tell, ncither am 1 willing to allow them that Ad- 
vantage, 


—_——— 
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ſince their Planer has ſuch a 
on our Earth, as to be oblig'd to move round us, 
T; Jas its Centre. I ſhould agree with Avi- 
Þ ofo, that makes it the Lumber Houſe, or 
of all things that are loſt in this Earth of ovrs, 
even to the Wits of his H:ro OMlands, BottÞd 
vp in Bottles, like the Virtuoſo's Air : But then 

you wili anſwer, if I allow the Afoon the 
zacle of all that is loſt on our Earth, that by con- 
» Eſequence it muſt be the 7uffer, Honeſter, as well 
as Wiſer Abode, fince Honeſty and Juſtige have 
long loſt here, as well as W/d®@8. 'Tis 
true, Dottor, if the Inhabitants there are one 
pt the better for 'em, | muſt yield the Cauſe ; 
"our Fertues as well as Wits, are Bot- 
Wd a their uſe z elſe I ſhould wiſh the Bi- 


mention'd but now, had his 
| , and fix'd a Correſ betwixt 
w, for *would yield us abundance of 


Commodities needful for us, as well as Wiz and 

Honeſty. | | 

However "is, methinks we have 6 grantet [- 
# >> - "he H 
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moſt Alagnificent and RY 


end Induſtry 
Tears under 


were 4n hundred and —— _ 


| 77 ayhendoer any han rs nt 
or Pillar; were wonderful in their Leng! 
Beaxty, for they were tn He Seq 
ſix of which were 
| wſwo 


ſtratus «» + ſet on Fire and Deſtroyed, i 
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1 4n ESSAY. at « Vindication of the 
Love-Veries of Cowley and Wal- 
wh &-c, In Anſwer to the Preface 
4 Book Intituled, Letters and 
erſes Amozons and Gatiant, 


Dirctted to 
Mr. CONGRE/YE. 


Si A's my two ww _—_ __ of 
is Book agai r. Rymers 2t 
pony dolce ons ers Zeal for the Honour of 
greateſt Ornaments, F..4 

Engage me; {6 way oye op bw 4 

ame Pretence, | can 

them deficient in Love, without qom 
tt apr we of their CharaQters. But | m 
oe there | had £9 do with n inpovew © in this, 
to do with an rpg. —yt 
_ with a Gentleman of a of 
Fic and fine Senſe. There 1 addreſyd to Par- 
s already ſenſible of the Juſtice of my Cauſe ; 
to one who is yd of the contrary. 
ut on the other hand | have the greater fatis- 
here of being Worſted by one whoſe 
Fr can better defend an Error than I the Trath x 
1 -Pm of Opinion, that *%is a nobler Fate to 
by the Hand of an Hero, than Conquer a 


Poets, 
le 


Mftard Pretender. os 144g Prudence _ h__ 
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be calPd in Queſtion by this Attempt, yet my 
generous Ambition will merit a Aagnis tamen 
excidir Avuſic. One thing | muſt poſleſs you of 
in my favour, that my unhappy Circumſtances 
allow me not time to uſc all the Caution I ought, 
or ſearch all the Reaſons might be urgd in this 
noble Cauſe ; ſo that 1 am not only Yirihus, but 
Opibus impar; However, | hope the Deſign will 
fain me the Opinion of a Geod Engliſh Aer, if I 
my Performance ſhou'd not attain that of a good x 
Critic, which will fufficiently compenſate my} » 
troublez for 1 ſhou'd be prouder to be thought Þ 4 
a Zealot for the Glory as well as latercſt of my Yc 
Country, than the greateſt Wir, and moſt Learn-J 


"10atn 
I never deny the Ancients their juſt Praiſe BY 6, 
of the Invention of Arts and Sciences ;, but 1 can-Þ », 
not without contradicting my own Reaſon, al- 
low them the Perfe&ters of 'em ſo far that they 
muſt be our uncontroverted Patterns and” $tan- Fj 
- dard : For our Phyſicians have found the Pre- 
ſcripts of Hippocrates very Defective: And as is 
Phylic, ſo in Poetry, there muſt be a regard had Bag 
to the Clime, Nature, and Cuſtoras of the 
People ; for the Habits of the Mind as well a 
thoſe of the Body, are influcnc'd by them 
Love with the other Paſſions vary in their Ef 
felt; as well as Can/es, according to cach Cour 
try and ; nay, according to the very Cc 
ſtitution of cach Perſon affeted. This n 
me hope, that the lngenious Author of the Le 
ters and Verſes: Amorous and Gallant, guides him 
ſelf by a fallacicus Rule, when he makes the Ar 
cients the Standard of the Excelleace of wo 
| cri 
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ny & derns (or indeed when by exalting tho/e, he 
wn ©} wholly deprives theſe of all Hooour ) in Love- 
of } Clerſes. His Charge is reducible to theſe two 
ces Heads,uiz. T he Occaſrons and the Performances, He 
ht, F will have it,that tbe Occaſions on which their Poems 
bis Y are wricten are ſought out, and that none meet with "ca 
"t Y bat themſelves, wha thoſe of the Ancients are ſuch 
vill almoſt to Ory Man in Love. Next, That 


s 


| Y-< 
T's 0” 


my} Charge againſt *em ; of which in the Order Pve 
ri-Eplac'd 'em. Firſt, As for the Occafrons; I can» 
not remember any Subject choſen by either Cowly 
or Waller, ( for we've nothing to do here with 
Petrarch a Foreigner ) that ſeems to be { 
out, or unnatural for a Man in Love to choole 4 
and if ſome of %*tm do not happen to e'ry ay 
in Love, they are yet oa an -<qual Bottom wi 
the Ancients, many of whoſe Subjett; or Occaſs- 
, are far from happening to all Lovers, as 
none who can pretend to any qnny <r ee 
ritings can deny. Corinne*s Parrot dy'd, and 
writes its Funeral Elegy ; but ſure none will 
id that this is an Accident common to all 
lies who have Lovers, and thoſe Pocts «too; 
«rallus addreiles one Copy of Verſes to the very 
of Le:b1a, and in another deplores its 
Death. A great many Lovers may have Miſtreſ- 
s who never take a Voyage during their 
\mour, and yet Quid has an Elegy 44 Anican 
avigamem ; and io may ten true Lo- 
ſpecial a eas 
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any other Billows, but the Frown of their Fair 
ones z and yet Propertizs tofs'd in another Storm, 
Writes to Cywhis upon it. And indeed to re- 
duce the Subjet; or Occaſions of Love-Ueries 
to any particular Standard, is highly Irrational, 
and maſt only be the effect of want of Conſide- 
ration, for the various Circumſtances and For- 
tunes of the Lovers muſt diverſifie and alter 
the Occaſions of writing to their Miſtreſles: 
So that there is no Occaſion that is General, 
and thet can reach all Men in Love, but, 
the Cruelty of their Miſtreſles on their firſt Ad- J * 
drelles, (that is,their not immediate Compliance) }| * 
for jealouſie is not Univerſal, or at leaſt to ex. || 4 
tend to the Beating of her a Man Loves; yet * 
Ovid Writes ad Amicam quam verberaverat, | d 
muſt confeſs,” 1 can't fee the leaſt Reaſon why the p 

D 
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Name and Gloves of a Miſtreſs, with the Place of 
ber Birth, are not as juſt Occaſions to Write on 
as the Ring given to a Miſtreſs, or her Parrot 
or Sparrow ; or a great many more I might eny- tl 
merate out of the Ancients. A true Lover thinks {© 
©ry thing that belongs to her he Loves, worthy lo 
his Thoughts ; and the more our Modern Poets | ©* 
extend their Refleftions beyond the Ancients in *Y 
this, fo much the = Lovers they ſhew them- 
ſelves. Bnt the Place of one's Miſtreſs s Birth 5 
not only worthy a Lover's Thoughts, but even 
an Univerſal Occaſion, ſince no Lover but muſt 
meet with that Occurrence in whatever fair one 
” adores, among all the beauteous Daughters of 
ve, 


By what has been ſaid, Sir, *tis evident that 
our Moderns are not inferiour to the Ancient 


n, 
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, | mtheir Judgment in chuſing Occaſions on which 
they write to their Miſtreſles : Or, That this In- 
tous Gentleman has either th Want of 


s vertence, or out of Deſign expr himſelf 
ambiguouſly, or at leaſt not with that Clrarneſs 
that is requiſite to a concluſive Argument ; 
which cannot be excuſed when the Honour and 
ee | Merit of ſuch great Men as Cowley and Water 


4: | is concerned 3 nay, the Honour of our Coun- 


iy. 

- | come now'to the Second Accuſation, which 
4. & is, that the Adodrrns fil therr Verſes with Thought, 
<) | @rpriling and glittering, but not natural for Ory 
x, an in to think, This lies under the ſame 
yer © Fault as the other does, of bring too general to 

1} be of any Force, it either condemns all that the 
-he Y Moderas have wrote, it caſts off &ry Thoughr 
of $'" their Love- Verſes as not cender and 
on © 2ate, or does nothing, at all, for it inſtances no 
rot © particular. Pm confident the ingenious Gen- 
nq- | fieman will bave ſo much Candor, as to con- 
nks f {£15 that there are a great many very tender and 
thy ſoft Thoughts, and paſlionate efſions in 
xt covey Diſtreſs, a5 in this one, that now oc» 
s in $currs to my Mind : Then likg ſome wealcby Iſland 
em. 0/40 ſhalt ie, &c, but if there be ſome,” nay, a 


in our Moderns, then is this general charge not at 
all concluſive againſt **m. Belid bes na- 
neliiiral v0 4 Man n Love, is an obſcure i- 
s off» it conveys no clear Idea of any thing to the 
Mind ; or, what is fully as] erroneous, it ſeems 
> levct the Thoughts of all Mankind, bur it 
be donbred, but that in the very ſame 
P 2 Cit. 


great many tender, ſoft, and paſſionate thoughts . 


&4 y "2 8.) on © K vw 


OY WE nmr: 


(214) 
Circumſtances the Thoughts of different Mcn 
will be various, and more or leſs Excellent and 
Noble, as the Wit, Judgment, Fancy, and the 
other Qualitics of the Mind of the Perſon at- 
felted,arc more or Iels Excellent and perfect : And 
I am confident your ingenious Friend (whom 1 
honour for his Wit, tho | dilter from his Opi- 
nio0) will allow me, That one of Mr. Cowley's 
Genius wou'd no more have the Thoughts of a 
Fop, a Beau, a Tinker, a Shepherd, or any 
other ignorant and welevared Mechanic, in Love, 
than out of it. Azain, Thoughts jurprizing, and 
giutering without particular laſtances of *m, as 
they prove nothing, ſo can they not be well an- 
ſwer'd, for an Inſtance would have made us ap- 
what he takes for /wrprizing and glitter- 

my; but without that, or any Definition, we 
wander in the dark, and I can at beſt but only 
gheſs at his meaning. If by Thoughts ſurprizang, 
and glurering he means extraordinary and wncom- 
mos, Pm apt to think he will allow them very 
natural to Mr. Cowley or Mr. Waller in any Cir- 
cumitance. A Man that is ugd to a good Habit 
of thinking, cannot be without extraordinary 
1 on what concerns him {ſo near as the 
Heart of his Miſtreſs. Laſtly, As to far-ſtrcb'd 
Smiles, *tis an Expreſſion very obſcure and ambi- 
gwour; and I muſt acknowledge my ſelf wholly 
to ſeek in his Meaning, if a Swile be juſt, and 
hold an exaCt Analogy to the thing %is applied 
to, and of the thing *is deſigned to heighten, 1 
clume it cannot come into the Number of the 
Far-fuch'd, and when-eyer the Gentleman will 
pleaſe to joſtance in Particulars ia either Cowley 


ot 
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or Waller, 1 to fellow them with thoſe 
that are foll as faulty, even according to his own 
Definition, let that be what it will, (for 1 fup- 
poſe it can't be much amiſs from fo accurate a 
Pen.) And till then 1 may ſuperſede any particu- 
lar Defence in this. Ecfides, *tis not to be fi 

poſed, that the Verſes written by Lovers are t 

Exve Reſult of a ſudden Guſt of Paſhon, 
like the Inſpirations of the Delpbic j 
for I'm confident he'll agree with me that the 
Excuſe of Love will not a Poet, that lety 
them paſs ſo from the Cenſure of Boileau 

Un ſor en errivant, fait rout avec plas) ir 

Pl na point ew {es vers Pambarras de Choiſir, 

A Poetizing Lover, muſt be allow'd not to be ab- 
ſolurely our of bis Wits, and that "tis poſſible for 
him to ſtndy, and conſider what he ſays in 
ſolemn a Manner to his Miſtreſs. 

After this bold Aſertion without Proof, he 
advances to examine which afe in the right, the 
Ancients or the Moderns ; the Rule of our Judg- 
ment in this, he juſtly makes the End the Poer 
aims at, viz, The obtaining the Love of bis Md. 
ſtreſs, the | cannot ſee why he ſhould ſuppoſe that 
contrary to, or inconſiſtent with getting Fame 
and ation, fince Admiration is a certain 
Step to Love. When | read Mr. Dryder's Works, 
| cannot help Loving him. If I ſhould not 
love and refpedt him and any other Poet that 
thinks well, and expreſſes his Thoughts nobly, 
| ſhould fin againſt my Reaſon. Owud urges his 
Fame and Reputation as a Motive for his Mi- 
ſtrefs's Love, and if that can move a Man of 


benſe, why ſhould we think the Effet wou'd 
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- not be the ſane 00 #& Woman of Senſe, and Ge- 
nerolity ? And indeed, in &ry one but an abſo- 
lute dull, infipid Fool, which no Lover cau 
think his Miſtreſs, 

The End of Love- Verſes being the gaining 
the fair ones Heart, he proceeds to the belt 
means of obtaining that 'End, viz. The comvin. 
cing ber that you love her, | muſt deny this Aſ- 
{ertion too, for tho Love in the Severity of ju- 
ſtice require Love; yet is that an Argumentthat 
ought not always £o prevail, lince 'tis a Plea that's 
common to a great many, for ſo the fair one 
ought to ſurrender to %m all; @ Liberty no 
Lover would willingly allow his Miſtrils on any 
Conkideration whatever, But how often docy 
Experience tell us, that this beff Way fails ? Or 
ind cd, how ſeldom docs it hit? Adavration is 
the only juſt,and unqueſtioneable Parent of Love; 
for the Senſes or the Mind muſt be firſt won with 
lome PertcCtion, cither real or imaginarT\,YWhat- 
cver therefore can raviſh Fame from the envious 
cenſorious World, may juſtly be ſuppos'd able to 
give. Adnnraiien to a Miſtreſs, Nor is this in- 
conſiſtent with the 174ue and bvely Kepreſena ation 0/ 
the Pains, and Thoughts attending the Paſſion 0/ 
Love ;, for ſure the Advantage of Art in Pocus 
cannot deſtroy the End which is not to be ob- 
tain'd in Painting without it, ws. 2 buely Kepre- 
ſentation of Nature, Sivales, fine Thoughts, and 
ſbinang Points, if they be jaſt, and good, mult cer- 
, talnly give a greater Idea of any Pain, than 4 
' bareard vopoliſhed Rhitae, without Beauty or 
Grace, Thu gives us a weak, a faint, an wnme- 
ving View of the Pain; That (ets it cloſe to us, 
| magnificy 
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magnifies and enlarges it : This gives it you a3 the 
reverſe end of a Profpettive Glais does Objects, 
1 bas as the right end of it; fo that it « Kepre- 
ſentation of our Pain be the Path to Succeſs, &*t 
will be no ill Help and guide in it 3 unleſs well 


ſuppale that our Miſtrei!s would be more fenlibly 


touched with a Grabſtree! Ballad, than a Copy of — 


Verſes by a Cowley or a Waller, But indeed, the 
Pain a Lover feels cannot be trucly, and with 
Life repreſented without Simules,as is evident from 
the very Nature of the Mind, when in | ain : For 
"tis an univerſal Meaſure of our Judgment of things 
to compare them with ſomething elſe z and the 
Mind in expreſling its Pains endeavours to make it 
known in its full Greatneſs: to give therefore the 
p—— of it,it generally iceks out ſomething 
y a Compariſon of which it hopes to obtain that 
End ; Compariſon being the only Diſtintion of 
ces of things. This makes it narrowly in 
theſe Circumſtances, regard and obſerve that 
Train of /deas that. continually paſs before it, 
to call aut fuch as arc moſt proper for its pur- 
poſe : For "ts evident, (as Mr. Lock remarks) 
any one that will but obſerve what paſſes in his own 
Mumd, that there 11 4 Train of Ideas conftantly ſuc» 
ceeding one another 1m bis Underſtanding , as long 
41 be"; awahs, An Allertion therefore of an In- 
enious Friend of mine, to the Prejudice of the 
oderns, againſt Simales in the Expreſſion of 
the Paſſions of Love and Grief, is contrary 
to the very Nature of the Mind. For lct any 
Man endeavour to retain any particular Idea 
hrmly and without Alteration, he will fhod it 
not in his Power to do it any conliderable time, 
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ſoch a neceſſary Succeſſion and Yariation of Ideas 
(the Origin of Similes )is there in the haman Mind, 
Bur becauſe 'tis ſaid that ri the nature of Grief 19 
the Soul, ſlr atten the [magination,and extreme 
kfſen tbe Number of us Objett;, | ſhall only oppoſe 
Aﬀertion of this Gentleman (whom | hae al- 
ways allow'd a Man of great Wit and Senſe) 
with an Oblervation of Mr. Le Clerk, {whom Pm 
ſare no Man that knows his Works, will deny 
to be one of the beſt Philoſophers of the Age) in 
the 61b, Chaprey of his Omoelogie and the 4. 
Paragraph, he has to this purpoſe —- ** This be- 
* ing ſo, we obſerve that the time ſeems ſhort 
* to thoſe who ſpend ic in Mirth, or any Em- 
« ployment they perform with Pleafure and De- 
P | ra but 6n the contrary, Tedious and Irk- 
* ſome to the Unfortunate, and thoſe that are 
* in Pain,or to thoſe that are againſt their Wills, 
* oblig'd to ſome troubleſome _— "For we 
* keep the Idea that is Gratefull and Pleaſant 
*to us, as long without Variation as_we are 
'* able, and thus by the viewing of the fewer 
«* [deas, the time we ſpend in- Pleaſure and 
* Content, ſeems the ſhorter ; whilſt on the 
4 contrary, apr Minds endeavour to drive away 
«* z troubleſome Idea, and ſtrive ro ſubſtitute 
* ſome others in its room ; Turning, Winding, 
* Changing, Adding and Diminiſhing it, as the 
* uncahe inquietude Prompts. T hus the time 
4* ſeems longer than it wou'd do clfe, by that 
* vaſt and numerous Train of Ideas, which, as 
* I may fay, ſhew themfelves & peſſart to the 
* Mind, with an incyedible Rapidity and Swift- 
'* nels, From this juſt and rational Ubſct vation 
of 


0 HS FEAAANM «Ot 


C 219 ) 


of Mr. Le Clerk "tis evident, That Similes are - 


not ſo unnatural in expreſſion of Grief or Pain, 
as ſorne lngenious Gentlemen contend : For the 
Mind (cſpecially that which is us'd to an Expreſ- 
fion of its (cif in Allegory and Similes) will 

in this Number of Ideas, meet with ſome that 
anſwer the End, the Mind is born to with 
much Impatience and Defire : For 'tis here alſo 
evident, That Grief multiplies nor leſſens the 
Number of the QbjeQts of the Mind. 

From what has been ſaid *rwill appear, That 
Sinnle; cannot be an unnatural Ex of this 
Pallion, or any Eſtes of it. 1 ſhall thertfore 
proceed to thoſe few particular Inſtances the Au- 
thor of the Preface gives, by which he draws a 
ſhort Parallel betwixt the Ancients and the Mo- 
derns, 1 amplea?fd, fays he, with Ti when 
be ſays, be cord live in a Deſart with bi; 
where never any Humane Foot-fleps appear'd, 

I doube not but be really thinks what be ſays : But 1 
confeſs, 1 can hardly forbear Laughing, when Pe- 
trarch tells us be c04'd live without any other Suſte. 
nance than bis Miftreſſes Looks, 1 confeſs, I muſt 
ey'n here diſlent from him too; for it you go to 
the Rigor or Severity of the Reaſon of both 
Expr they are cqually impoſlible, and in 
[mpoſſibilities as well as Infinites, there are no 
Degrees. For 1 can fee no greater Probability 
of Living in a Deſart where there were no Hu- 
mane Foot-ſteps, than on the Looks of a Miſtreſs 
only ; unle(s like Nebucbadnetiay, he wou'd feed 
on the Leaves of the Trees, and Graſs of the 
(round if there were any z which is not very kind 
{0 hope his Miltreſls wou'd comply with. But ſup» 
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ng it impoſſible, is there any Neceſſity of a 
vers ſaying nothing that exceeds the Bounds 
of Poſfibiluy ! eſpecially in Poetry , where Hy- 
bole's arc juſtifiable almoſt to Extravagance. 
certainly wonu'd be moſt unnatural of all, 
for the Thoughts of a Man really in Love, are 
naturally Extravagant ev'n to Impoſſibilities ; tho 
wit quia poſſe videmtivr, The very Definition 
this Paſſion in Ethics, ſhews it violent and ex- 
orbitant, But we may in fayour of Perrarch 
and Mr. Cowley, (who make uſe of the ſame 
Thought) ſay that they mean the Dyet of their 
Lovey is a Look of their Miſtreſs. 
| mult confets, Pm extremely ſurpriz'd to hnd 
your Ingenious Friend an Advocate for that which 
wou'd make all the Sir Courtly's Compoſitions of 
the Nation, the Standard of good Verſes; when 
he himſelf is really ſo well qualify'd to write like 
Cowley and Walter, and has by his own Pradtict 
in thoſe Verſes that arc Publiſh'd, better confu- 
ted his Preface, than all I can pretend to ſay, 


| i M 


To my Honoured and Ingenions Friend 


Mr. Harringeon, for the Modern 
Poets againſt the Ancients. 


A* the ſuſtice and Generoſity of your Princi- 
ple, the ſweat Agreeableneſs of your Hu- 
mor, the Vivacity of your Wit, and the ſtrength 
and force of ybur Judgment and Penetration, 
juſtly endear you to all your Acquaintance, ſo ary 
qua 
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qualify you for a Jadge of the preſent Contra» 
verſie betwixt the Moderns and the Ancients, for 


the Prize of Glory in Learning and Poetry. Mon- 
fieur Peraxnlt (whom 1 have not yet had the Op- 
premnry to Read) has given it to the Moderns, 


apm to the Ancients : Mr. &ymer has with a- 
bundance of Indignation appear'd on Rapiy's ſide. 
| cannot determine whether Mr. Pcrault has been 
too partial to his own ( ountry-men, (an Erroc 
onthe right fide) but Ym ture Mr &ymer has been 
extremely injuriqus to his ; which has made me 
perhaps, too angry with him in my former Dit- 
courſes, But I allure my felf that you are too good 
an Engliſhman, to let Friendſhip to any Man, bribe 
= to condenin thoſe rough Eflcts of my Zeal 
the Engliſh Nation. | will be more juſt 
than my Adverſary, | will yield that Greece had 
Great Poets, pndacing thoſe monſtrous 
Fanlts and Abſardities they 1 with ; tho he 
will not allow the Engliſh any , becauſe 
they have been guilty of Errors. Nay, Vil 
more, that the Poctry of Greece way her = 
valuable Learning , for that till maintains its 
Share of Glory and Eſteem, whilſt her Philoſo- 
phy is now exploded by the Univerſal Reaſon of 
nkind. Homer, Pindar, Sophoclkes and Ewt- 
pides, will, as my they are underſtood, pre- 
ſerve their Characters of Exccllent Poets, tho the 


Stagyrite with all his Volumes, is pow ſbruak 
from his Oſtentatious Title of the Philoſopher, to 
that of a good Critic, or Grammarian, 

Tho | grant the Grecian: this, yet I cannot ſub- 
ſcribe to the reſt of the Hyper bolical | raiſes ſome 
of our Modern Critics give them. For | on 
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I can diſcover no ſuch Univerſal Genius in Homer, 
as contend for, as that all Arts and Siences 
may be learn't from him : Yirgi ſeems to me, 
more generally Learned by far ; and Mr. Cowley 
among our Eng Pocts, may without Partiality, 
be put up for his Rival in the Glory of Learning, 
As for the Numbers of Homer, Kapin vaſtly extols 
their Varicty, and yet confelles that to be the Pro- 
perty of the Greek Language, which makes it the 
eafer T ask for Homer to perform, and by conſe- 

leflens his Merit on that Account, But it 
cannot be deny *d that YVirgu has as much Variety 
io this as the Komar Language wou'd allow z and 
as was neceſſary for the Beauty of his Poem ; and 
they are in his Deſcriptions eſpecially, fo well 
choſen, that they extremely contribute to the 1- 
mage of the thing deſcrib'd ; as Gemirus dedere 
Caverns: preruptus agus Mons, The found of the 
firſt makes ug as it were hear the hollow noiſe 
the Spear ac made in the Trojan Horſe ; 
the other Places in our Vicw ſuch a watry Moun- 
tain. Among our Engliſh Pocts, none can com- 
pare with Mr, Dryden for Numbers: His Deſcrip- 
tions are all very perfe(t in all things ; but his 
Nambcrs contribute not a litle to the force and 
life of the Repreſentation, for they carry ſome- 
ching-in them diftin&t from the Expreſſion and 
Thought z; as in his Deſcription of Night, What 
an Image of a profound Stillneſs does this fol- 
lowing Verſe ſet before us, 


The Mownt ain ſeem to Nod their drouſie Head; | 


I have not room nor leiſure” at this time to 
make a thorough parallel betwixt the —_ 
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and the Moderns, and ſhall only curſorily runover 


the Heads, 1 have touch'd the Univer /ality of Ge» 
nia, and the variety of Numbers ( this laſt bei 


the Prerogative of the L e more than 
the Pocts.) Judgment | is apparently 
the due of the: ns, who It confident wou' 


ne%er have been guilty of thoſe Abfurditics the 
Ancients abound with. They ſeem to have been 
Maſters of but liule Reaſon, when they made 
their Gods fach limired and oriawnal Aeings 

Homer often digreſles from the Hero, that is 
Subjett of his Poem, to catertain us with other 
Objects too remote from Achilles, You may, Sir, 
calily perceive that | preſs not (© hard as | might 
00 the Ancients, that | omit abundance of / | 
etie;,and Ab/ardunies, ridiculous even to iy hy 
becauſe 1 wou'd not be thought to rob the Fathers 
of Poetry of their juſt Value and Eſteem ; tho 
[ confeſs | am of Mr. St, Exremont's © that 
no Name can Privy Nonſenſe or ill ConduCt. 
The Enemies of the Moderns will not deal fo 
Civilly with them. They deny them to be Poets 
becauſe they have not ſtriftly obſerved the Rules 
laid down by Ariftulke, but by that they diſcover 
themſelves cither ignorant or negligent of theme 
chief andimportant end of Poctr ygthat iyyis ure. 
Now, it cannot be deny*d but he is the Poct 
who takes the ſureſt means to"obtain the end 
he aims at; in which, regard :nuſt be had to the 
Humour, Cuſtom,and Inclinacion of the Auditory z 
bat anEnghbAudience will never be pleas'd with a 
dry,Jcjune and formal Method, that excludes Vari- 
cty as the Religious obſer vation of the Rules of 1- 
ſtotle does. And all thoſe that exclaim againſt the 
| Liberty 
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ty ſome of our Enghſh Poets have taken,mult grant 
that aYaricty that gontributes to the main Deſign, | 
cannot divide our Concern: And if fo, *tis cer- 
tainly an Excellence the Moderns have gain'd above 
the Anciems. This wou'd appear if 1 had 
room and time to inſtance in Particulars. The 
Plays Mr. Dryden has bleſi'd the Age with will 
prove this; which if compar'd ( as 1 bercafter 
intend) with thoſe of Sophocles y ke any, ei- 
ther for the Plot, Thought, of 10n, will 
gain him the Poets Garland from thoſe two 
Hero's of Old Greece. 

The Plagiariſm objetted to our Poets is com- 
mon to the Ancients too; for Yirgy took from 
Homer, Theocritns, and evia Enniur;, and we are 
aſlur'd Homer himſelf built upon ſome Predeceſ- 
fors: And tho? their thoughts may be ſomething 
a-kin, yet they alter their Dreſs, and in all o- } 
ther chings we are ſatished with the variety of 
the qutward viſible Form, tho? the intrinſic value 
be the ſame, as Mr. Congreve's Song has it, No- 

ng new beſides their Faces Ory Woman is the ſame, 
In all things as well as Women the meer Variety 
o Appearance, whets our Deſire and Curiolity, 

am, | 


SI K, 
Tour Humble Servant, 
Charles Gildon. 
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To THE 
HONOURABLE 
GEORGE GRANVIL Eſq; 


_—_— 


An Eſſay at a parallel betwixt Philoſo- 
phy, nd the Love of Women, 


Ho I confeſs Horace has generally juſt 
Tio ngnks yy 


of Things, yet can I never a- 


-gree with him-in his notions of Happineſs. Lib.s. 


Epift, 6. 
Nil admirati prope res of ana Numvici 
Solag; que focee, & ſorvare Beatum, 


for 'ris certain, that Heppine/t conſis 
but there can be no Plcfre, without beer. 
Emotion of the Pailion of Admiration, 
the Ground of Low and Foy, out of which all 
ite is compos'd. an inſtance of this 
Truth, it muſt be graned, that as Clirtue is the 
chiel Baſu of Humane Dappineſs,t0-'will never 
be embrac'd by any wy nat an_ 
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and cſteem its Excellence. And in the fame man- 
ner, the other parts of Philoſophy lead us to Ples- 
ſure, by ation. For what pleafure is | 
there in Phyſics, which proceed not from that a- 
greable Wonder giyen us, by the ſtrange and fur- 
pozing V ariety, force, we find in the Ne- 
ture of corporeal Things? Whag Pleature does F 
Metaphyſics afford, that is not buile on our Efeem ? 
(and Efeem is the Only part of Admiration that | 
contributes to Pleaſure, for there's a Pain attends 
delpifing, which, is che other Diviſion of it,) what 
Deature I fay have we in this ſtudy, but what 
is buile on our Ffeew of the valuable Certamty F 
itfurniſhes us with in what ever it propoſes ? For 
there is nothing more ſure than' Ab/fratt Ideas the 
ſubjett of Onzology or Mapl y/ics. Again in Pury- 
matology, Goes not the Contemplation of the Pu- 
rer, and Superior Beings, to che very Supream, 
and firft cauſe of all chat Ex (ts, hill our Souls with 
excethve and #mazing Delight and Wonder ? 
Laſtly, what Pleafere is there in Woman, that folt 
lummary of Matrs Happineſs, which derives not 
ics felf from Admiratton ? Apmiration, ther-- 
tore is fo far from being an Enemy to, that it is 
the very foundation of our Happineſs, whether 
we conlider it in the Diredion, or Aim and Fnd 
of our Life, that is in Phllotophy or (Uoman, 
Some Sir, may perhaps think | have made a 


very ſtrange mixture, in joyning PBbiloſopby and 
Weman; tho* VYm confident, fo much Wit, 
- Youth, and all thoke other Accompliſhments 
ot a fine Gentleman, that render you the darling 

ol 


F 
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n- Jof both Sexes, will not let you think I have des 
ea- [graded Philoſophy in it, which will appear from a 
is ſhort parallel drawn betwixt them. 


ar- | Phſ p is either employed in the Conſ- 

Nz- We 4 pry > Thy as in Phyſics # of Beings in ge- 

zeral, or Abfratt Ideas, _— or Onte- 

xj of of Fow guns Immaterial Eſſences , as - 
s, Angels, God, as in” Puewmatolegy, or a 

if Clirtue as in Echics. F 


Firf, the Buſineſs of Phyſics is extreamly uns 
ertain, for there the Mind is employed about 
ery Obſcure Ideas ; and though fome of our Ex» 

riments, often preſent us with certain Effetts, 
et does it not always diſcover the abſolute cer- 
pu. Pinty of che Cauſe,nor ſhall we ever be able tops 
trate intothe inmolt Nature,or all the qualitysof 
ich {/atrer, and till chen we muſt be in the dark, 
to the true Cauſes 3 fo that Phy/i's put us up*+ 
1 the chaſe of what we have very little proba» 
llity of obtaining. On the other Hand, the 


= Ive of is more certain in obrain 
+ is þ well as more noble in its End, viz, a pert 
her $11oy ment of, and a doſe Union with the Obs 


,d $4 defir'd, the effet of which ends not with 
m, but is perpetuated by their Off-5pring,who 
a part of 'em, the admirable and certain Ef- 
ner Fa a known Charming , and Generous 


= ; > Second-. 


(ont) 


Secondly, Metaphyſics arauſes us with meer 46 
frott Lew, whillt che Love of CHoman, p 
us in a ſegfible Poſſeflion of a Ree!, not Ideal 4 
frrett of all the Beautys and PerieHtions of eve; 
Being on this fide of the Erernah The Contem 
plation of whonf, wich the Created Spirits make 
up Preumatolegy ; but we wander in too uncertair 
a Path, in our Contemplation of theſe latter, tc 
arrive at latisfaction ; or Fane there direas 4.6 
ſteps more, than Judgment buile on Right Res/c 
and Evidence. And therefore that part carne 
be comparable to that of the Love of TUo 
man, which gives us by the molt prevailin 
way, the Smſcs, a proot of the Exiſtence of Sp 
rits, if not diſt f.om, yer of a purer Make 
than even the retin'd Body of Woman ; for w 
Lover is there that does not tecl, perfeRtiy ted 


fome unſecn Spirits darted from the bright Eyes 
the fair one he adores, which have a fenfible in 
fluerce on him, tho he rouch her not ; and thc! 
are Spiri's that chexr, not ſhock our Natures, 
thols other Fantoms Jo. 


Then for the Contemplation of the SUprean 
Being, the be't Philoſophers form an Idea < 
him by his W. ndr ws Works, of which what 
give a fairer lanizge of him, chan CUloinan, « 
moſt Beautiful, Good, and Compaſhonate bein 
of the Univerſe? Which made St. Auft.s compar 
God © a tine Wouan viewing her ownPerfe&i 
in a Glaſs, "Tis rue that the Admirable Order 
aid Qcconomy of the Caleftial Bodys,their Glc 

and 
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and Light diſcover apparent Foot ſteps of the 
OTROS theſe ſhew us a t and a 


, bue nothing has a ſhare of his beſt anc 
new ,vodnets, bur the heſt part of Man, Weo- 
man, his own Image. Beſides, the Confiderati- 
on of the Univerſe is as I may fay a voluminous 
Introdv&ion to the Contemplation of that i 
we are torc'd there to run through abjetts diffi 
and various in their Forms and Beauty, as well as 
vaſtly diſtant in their ftuation, which all contri» 
bates to the Contuſion and Imperfe&tic n of the 
Image they preſent of the {ower and Wiſdom of 
God; and the Adminiſtration oft Humane Aﬀairs 
is « roo tedions, as well as a too controverted ar- 
gument of his Goodne(s. 
us at once a Beautitul and more Com 
profvpet of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſi ; for 
as Pliny ſays, never are the works of Nature fo 
admirable as in ſmall chings, and Woman is the 
Minature draught of all his Attributes that are 
communicable to his Creatures; for in one 
CUHoman we may read the legible Charatters 
of an Almighty Hand, From whom allo had 1 
time and room, I cou'd draw the knowledge of 
the Moral Accributcs of the firlt Caule. 


Laſtly; Ethics teach us the Rules and Preferi 
of Virtwe, to fecure us from thoſe Laquierudes, 
9 eodars Vicious Experience; but this is on» 

lublervient to, and prepars ts. us or the Luan, 4 
ment of Woman,in a more perte 
k; contratts aid calls home all our —_— wid 


Bur CHoman gives: 
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and our looſe Defires, and diretts them all to one 
Objet, which like the Sun-beams contracted in- 
to a burning Glaſs, muſt be of far greater Force, 
and by conſequence, give a greater and more 
exalted Reliſh of Deight, than when ſcatter'd 
and diſhipaced. | 


Ethics only informs the Mind with a bare 
knowledge of Vertue , without having power 
to influence us to the embracing of it, tor there 
are a great many that with Medes in Ovid - may 


ſay, 


a— {0 meliora probog; 


Deteriora ſequor — 


* but Woman can effet what Philoſophy is impo- 
tent in; for whilſt that propoſes the meer unac- 
tive Theory, the Love of Woman reduces it 
to Practice, for when that is neceſlary to pleate 
her a Man loves, all the Facultys of the Soul u- 
nice to cftett the noble Wark. 


"Tis methinks ſuch an Arraignment of the fir f 
Cauſe to run down that Sex, which Heaven has 
made choice of to impart tolo large a ſhare, in gi- 
'ving Immortalicy to Humane Race by the propa- 
atioh of our kind, that chey deſerve not to taſte 

Pleaſure that is Join'd to fo mighty a work. 


| The greateſt Pleaſure in the noble At, with the di» 
'V _ Crearare: (Loman : 


But 
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But whether Pbloſopby or Woman have | 
of Precedencs, 'tis certain they both 
Neble_and agreeable Ples/ure, without one 
ot which we can never be truly happy. But yer 
by the Nil admirari of Horace, they are thrown . 
kde; for the cutting off Admiration, wi pat] 
of all Pleaſure in cicher, that in both buile " 
on apy yd indeed, this p ſeems | 
to aim at a Stwpie, Pyrrbonian , or - 1 
Indiff wrbance and Inſenfibslity, which can no more 
be arriv'd at, than 'ris to be deſir'd. | 
But perhaps I miſtake the fenic of Horace, who 
it may be is only againſt that variable and waver- 
ing 4 iration-, that is the Mother of Ten 
ſand fruiclefs Inquiecudes and Trobiing by | 
generaring too numerous a Progeny of 
wes for ev'ry object that preſents it felf, This 
I confels is fo far an Enemy to meſs, as "ris 
to Conftancy and Reſolwion its (ate guard, and 
which are fo eminently conſpicuous in you- 
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